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Submissions to the University of Edinburgh Journal

Members of the Graduates’ Association, and other readers, 
are reminded that the Editor is always pleased to receive 
submissions. This can be in the form of a piece of creative 

writing or a serious article, and will be considered for 
possible publication in a future issue of the Journal.

Notes for contributors and editorial advice can be found on 
the Outside Back Cover, or by e-mailing us at:

gradassoc@ed.ac.uk
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Application for Tickets                 79
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The University of Edinburgh Journal is published twice a year and is sent to all 
members of the Graduates’ Association. Tel. 0131 650 4292/3; Website: www.
uega.co.uk; Email: gradassoc@ed.ac.uk The price to others is £14.00 each number, 
payable in sterling. Full payment details can be found on page 79.

Monthly Coffee Mornings
The Association meets for coffee at the

National Museum of Scotland, 
Chambers Street, Edinburgh EH1 1JF

We meet in the Balcony Café on Level 3 from
10.30am to 12.00pm

on the following Saturdays in 2019:

 6 July, 3 August, 7 September, 5 October, 
2 November, 7 December

Guests are most welcome. Do join us!  
Tel. 0131 650 4292

E-mail: gradassoc.admin@ed.ac.uk
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From the Editor
International University

Edinburgh has always been a university 
with international awareness and 
international connections.  Even before 

the Union of Crowns in 1603, its Reformation 
foundation drew Protestant students from 
England and, by the end of the seventeenth 
century, during which it built up what 
Reformation resources it could, it attracted 
students from Ireland and mainland Europe 
as well. Before it established its Medical and 
Law Schools, Edinburgh students completed 
their studies and graduated from the 
Universities of Leiden, Paris, Bologna and 
elsewhere rather than Oxford or Cambridge, 
which insisted on students’ being members 
of the Church of England.  Now, more than 
ever, it welcomes many of its students from 
across the world and, as alumni, their Edinburgh courses and experiences 
stay with them for the rest of their lives.

This issue of the Journal is a truly international one, and is published to 
coincide with the General Council’s special Half-Yearly Meeting on Africa 
and the University’s African connections.  The lead article by Kim Myungkoo, 
examines the relations between the University and the Republic of Korea, 
focusing on Yun Pusan, its second President. One of our postgraduate 
Divinity students, Emmanuel Chiwetchu Ossai, explores a search for 
peace, from Nigeria to the UK.  Another, Ann Gillian Chu, maintains the 
University’s Reformation roots and writes of freedom and human agency, 
comparing writings of Martin Luther and the modern Peruvian philosopher 
Gustavo Gutiérrez. Lukas Svoboda and Gareth J Legg give an account of 
their expedition to the Everest Base Camp to raise awareness of the plight of 
the big cats of the world. Paris Gourtsoyannis, Westminster correspondent 
of The Scotsman, writes of the day on which Brexit did not happen (his 
article is reprinted here by kind permission of The Scotsman). Chris Fleet, 
Map Curator at the National Library of Scotland, explores the maps and 
atlases published in Edinburgh by the map firm Bartholomews (this is 
recommended preliminary reading for members and guests who will visit 
the NLS Map Collection on Friday 28 June), and Alan Chainey, retired 
Director of PE and Sport at the University, outlines that most international 
of sports, lawn tennis at Edinburgh. We have also identified the man whom 
we believe to be the first African American to study at Edinburgh University.

More international articles are promised for future issues of the Journal. 
We warmly invite students as well as staff colleagues and alumni to 
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submit articles for publication, especially if their topics are connected with 
the University.  If you’re not sure how to go about it, please e-mail us at 
gradassoc@ed.ac.uk. To see what earlier generations have written, you 
can now consult searchable facsimile copies of Volumes 1-18, covering the 
years 1925-1957 on the Graduates’ Association website at www.uega.co.uk/
archive. More volumes will be added later this year.  Complete printed sets 
of the Journal can be consulted in the University Library or, by arrangement, 
in the Graduates’ Association office at 18 Buccleuch Place.

Peter B Freshwater 

Changes to UEGA Website
We would like to inform members that we have made 

some significant updates to our website. 

In addition to the University of Edinburgh Journal Archive, 
which includes Volumes 1-18 covering the years 1925-57, 
we have also introduced new systems for subscribing to 

UEGA and for purchasing tickets to events. 

Members will now be able to order tickets for future events 
using our new events page, including free tickets for 

lunchtime lectures without lunch, and pay for their order 
using bank transfer or a PayPal account. 

We will still accept orders using the address sheet 
application included with this Journal, or any of the forms 

on pages 79-80, and payment via cheques. 

We would  like to encourage our members to begin using 
these online services, especially for ticket purchases, and to 

support our website as much as they feel they can.  

You can visit us at: www.uega.co.uk

University of Edinburgh Graduates’ Association
Patron
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Honorary Presidents

Cecily E Giles CBE       Iain F MacLaren
President

David A Lamb
Vice-President: S Michael Langdon

Honorary Secretary: Joyce E Richardson
Honorary Treasurer: Jennifer Docherty
Honorary Editor: Peter B Freshwater

Immediate Past President: Ritchie Walker 
Honorary Accounts Examiner: To Be Announced

Assistant Secretary: Joan H Meikle
Executive Committee Members 2014-2015
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University and Alumni Notes
Graduates’ Association Visit to the NLS Maps Collection 
Postponed to Friday 28 June 2019

The arranged visits by members of the Graduates’ Association to the 
National Library of Scotland’s Causewayside Building to see a selection 

of the Bartholomew Map Collections, formerly arranged for 21 June, have 
had to be postponed to Friday 28 June. Those who already have purchased 
tickets have been informed, but a few tickets are still available for each visit 
at £10.00 from the Association office. For details of the visit see page 78.

Edinburgh University Team Wins 2019 University Challenge

Many congratulations from the Graduates’ Association to the Edinburgh 
University student team who won the BBC University Challenge 2019 

trophy on 22 April by beating St Edmund Hall, Oxford, in the hard-fought 
final, by 155 points to 140. Team members were Matt Booth, Marco Malusa, 
Max Fitz-James (Captain), and Robbie Campbell Hewson. Edinburgh is 
the first Scottish team to have won in this, the second series of University 
Challenge. The last Scottish team to have won was Dundee University in 1983. 
(University Challenge was discontinued from 1988 until the autumn of 1994.)

Posthumous Degrees to be Awarded to Seven Against Edinburgh

The first women to study in their own right at the University of 
Edinburgh elected to study medicine in 1869.  Led by Sophia Jex-Blake, 

Mary Anderson, Emily Bovell, Matilda Chaplin, Helen Evans, Edith Pechey 
and Isabel Thorne matriculated in 1869, and became known as the Seven 
Against Edinburgh. Although they passed their examinations, they were 
not allowed to graduate.  Women would not be allowed to graduate at 
Edinburgh until 1894. Moreover, Pechey scored the highest marks in the 
Chemistry examination in 1870 but was denied the award of the Hope 
Prize Scholarship because she was a woman; she received a medallion 
instead.  (Twenty years later, at Cambridge, Philippa Fawcett gained the 
highest marks in mathematics and was denied the title of Senior Wrangler 
but accorded the description as ‘above the Senior Wrangler’; her mother, 
Millicent Fawcett, already an advocate of university education for women, 
became one of the leaders of the Suffragist movement.)

Five of the Edinburgh Seven went to European universities to complete 
their studies and to take their degrees: Anderson and Bovell each graduated 
MD at Paris, in 1879 and 1877 respectively. Jex-Blake and Pechey both 
graduated MD at Bern in 1877.  Chaplin graduated BSc and BLitt at Paris in 
1871 and MD in 1879.  Neither Evans nor Thorne graduated.  The University 
of Edinburgh is to honour their achievement by awarding each of them the 
posthumous degree of MB ChB at a special ceremony on 6 July 2019.
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Before someone reminds us of the achievement at Edinburgh of Margaret 
Anne Bulkley (aka James Miranda Barry, MD 1812), we must remember 
that Barry matriculated, studied and graduated in medicine, and pursued a 
whole and successful career as an army medical officer, as a man.  Her/his 
true gender was confirmed only after her/his death.

University Anniversaries, Now and Forthcoming

James Tait Black Prize – Centenary in 2019 to be celebrated at the 
Edinburgh International Book Festival with the University Department 
of English Literature
Department of Social Work – Centenary 2018
Department of Spanish and Portuguese – Centenary in 2019
Polish School of Medicine – 70th anniversary of its closing in 1949
University of Edinburgh Women’s Club (formerly Edinburgh 
University Tea Club) – Centenary 2020
University of Edinburgh Graduates’ Association (formerly University 
of Edinburgh Alumnus Association) – Centenary 2024
University of Edinburgh Journal – Centenary 2025

The Journal looks forward to marking all of these – and any more still 
to be identified – in due time. It welcomes short articles by individual 

members of staff, students and alumni on memories of their time spent as 
members or with any of these University organisations.

University of Edinburgh Journal: Early Volumes Now Accessible 
Online at www.uega.co.uk/archive

We are pleased to announce that the first eighteen volumes of the 
University of Edinburgh Journal, covering the years 1925-1957 are now 

accessible online as facsimile images that can be searched by keyword.  
More volumes will be added soon. They can be found on the Graduates’ 
Association website at www.uega.co.uk/archive  

A short article by John Ross Sutherland, Assistant Editor of the Journal, 
whose splendid industry is creating this archive, explains how best to use 
it, and appears on page 26 of this issue. It provides a great resource on the 
history of the University which is now freely available for research.

If any member or researcher would like to request material from an 
issue not yet available in our online archive, the editorial office is happy to 
provide PDF copies upon request. 

For further information on copyright and usage guidelines of any 
University of Edinburgh Journal content, please contact the editorial office at 
gradassoc@ed.ac.uk

mailto:gradassoc@ed.ac.uk
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New Executive Committee Members

We hope that our members and readers will join us in welcoming the following new 
members of the Graduates' Association's Executive Committee: 

Jennifer Scott MA

Now retired, she had a variety of jobs, including 
marketing research, managing a catering 

company, and lastly at a county council in Wiltshire, 
where she served as Chair of the Education Committee. 
Her interests include theatre, ballet, opera, and 
classical music. For ten years, she was a volunteer 
with Edinburgh Artlink. 

Dr Essie M B Tough MA MEd 1986 MSc PhD 2008

Initially, studied English Literature and Language at Aberdeen University, 
which led to a brief career in teaching, in Fife. An interest in child 

development and neuropathology, engendered while studying for an MEd in 
Edinburgh, with Prof George Thompson, led on to an MSc from Strathclyde 
University in 1991. Posts in local Authority Psychological Services followed. 
Essie currently works, now part-time, in North Lanarkshire.

She returned to Edinburgh University, completing a PhD in 2008. Further 
interests include the Arts and History amid many others. Essie's late partner, 
Douglas Gifford, was also a graduate of Edinburgh University’s Law School. 
He enjoyed a successful career until his death in 2016. 

UEGA Open Learning Course on the History of the University

This course, which ran again during April and May this year, offers 
a unique opportunity to explore and study the rich history of the 

University of Edinburgh since its foundation in 1583, gaining access to 
the University’s material, culture and heritage. The course considered the 
establishment of the institution initially as the Tounis College, the curriculum 
through the centuries, the contributions of teachers and students, and the 
university’s contribution to knowledge, cultural and political life at home 
and overseas. Taught by three members of the Graduates’ Association, it 
runs one afternoon a week for five weeks, and consists of four interactive 
lectures, including a visit to the University Library and Centre for Research 
Collections to see a selection of key documents and printed books from the 
University's heritage.

It is planned to offer the course again next year, probably in February 
2020. Watch this space in the Winter 2019 issue of this Journal.
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New Years Honours List
Knight Commander of the Order of St 
Michael and St George
Sir Michael E Palin KCMG CBE
Hon DLetters 2007
Comedian, actor, writer, and presenter
Order of Companions of Honour
Dr Margaret E Atwood CH
Hon DLetters 2014
Canadian author
Knight Bachelor
Sir David H Brydon Kt CBE
BSc 1967 Drhc 2017
Chairman, London Stock Exchange, 
the Sage Group plc, and the Medical 
Research Council.
Order of the British Empire
Dame Commanders
Dame Louise L Martin DBE
Drhc 2017
Commanders
Prof Robert Bartlett CBE
Former Staff Member
Emeritus Professor of Medieval History, 
University of St Andrews
Dr Nicola Benedetti CBE
Hon DMus 2011
Musician 
Mr David V Gothard CBE
MA 1969
Director, Riverside Studios
Dr Helen Pankhurst CBE
PhD 1990
Senior Adviser, CARE International
Officers
Prof Ian J Deary OBE
BSc 1980 MBChB 1983
Professor, Differential Psychology
Dr Stephen J Lee OBE
BSc 1977 PhD 1997
Programme Group Manager, Forest 
Resources and Management, Forestry 
Commission

Sheriff Colin S Mackenzie OBE
BL 1959
Dr Anne Meredith OBE
PhD 2012
Miss Thomasina J Miers OBE
MA 1999
Chef and Restaurateur
Prof Jonathan E Seckl OBE
Staff
Moncrieff Arnott Professor of Molecular 
Medicine and Vice Principal, Planning, 
Resources and Research Policy
Prof Thomas W Smith OBE
Hon DMus 2013
Head of Jazz, Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland, Artistic Director, Scottish 
National Jazz Orchestra
Members
Mr Robert M Andrews MBE
MA 1966
Mr Albert H E Baldwin MBE
MA 1970
Chairman, St Helena Heritage Society
Mrs Jane Whinnett MBE
MA 1981
Chair, Nursery Head Teacher Council
Medallists
Ms Fiona Alderson BEM
Staff
Technical Services Manager, School of 
Engineering
Mr Andrew W Gordon BEM
PGD 2000
Chairman, Longniddry Villa 
Football Club
Mrs Anne B Russell BEM
MA 1966
Chair, Sheffield Health Action Resource 
for Ethiopia
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The Relationship Between Korea and 
Edinburgh with a Focus on Yun Posun
by Myungkoo Kim
Dr Myungkoo Kim is a Christian historian and a Korean Methodist minister. Dr 
Kim received his PhD degree in Theology from Yonsei University in Seoul, South 
Korea. Dr Kim taught Korean Christian history at Seoul Jangshin University and 
currently serves as a professor at Rhee Syng-man Institute in Yonsei University.

Dr Kim has published widely on Korean Christian history and Korean politics 
including Christian Social Movement and Ideology of Lee Sang-jae, A Life 
and Ideology of Yun Posun, A Movement of Seoul YMCA, The 100 years of 
The United Graduate School of Theology of Yonsei University. A Life and 
Ideology of Yun Posun, written in 2011, was selected as an Excellent Academic 
Book (history division) by the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism (South 
Korea). In 2013, The University of Edinburgh published his paper Nationalism, 
Religion, and Democracy.

Yun Posun was the second President of South Korea (in office from 
1960 to 1962). Yun became President when South Korea had adopted 
a parliamentary cabinet system, but he was ousted by a military coup 

led by Park Chung Hee. Yun opposed Park’s authoritarian rule and engaged 
in activities for South Korea’s democratization for the following 18 years.

Yun Posun represented the opposition party and ran for President in 1963 
and 1967, calling out for ‘freedom,’ ‘order’ and ‘justice’. He believed that 
these were necessary for true democracy to be achieved. He also advocated 
economic democracy along with political democracy. Yun stated that: ‘We 
need to establish a strong social security system and have the government 
to be responsible for people who have nowhere else to turn to such as the 
elderly, the orphaned, the disabled, and people with incurable diseases.’1 
He also stressed that: ‘We have to prevent exploitation of labour by business 
owners. We must recognize people’s right to live and implement a minimum 
wage system.’2 Yun fought for democratic and self-sustainable labour 
activities. He believed that it was a nation’s responsibility to ensure that all 
of its people were able to lead their lives with human dignity. Yun believed 
that that was the true meaning of justice and what it meant to be human. 
One could argue that such ideas were in a sense influenced by Edinburgh 
and the University of Edinburgh.

Korea’s relationship with Edinburgh began with Christianity. It began 
when John Ross (1842-1915), educated at Theological Hall of the United 
Presbyterian Church in Edinburgh, went to Manchuria for missionary work. 
Middle and lower-class Korean merchants who were in Manchuria for 
trade activities became Presbyterians because of Ross, and they established 
Saemoonan Presbyterian Church, the first Presbyterian church in Korea. 
Korean churches grew with time, and gradually upper-class Koreans also 
began setting foot in churches. Andong Church and Yeondong Church, 
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established in the main areas of Seoul, were such churches where upper-
class citizens gathered. The people making up the congregations of such 
churches had upper-class backgrounds, but they were able to overcome 
traditional Confucianism views and adopt modern democratic values. They 
were able to adopt ideas that began with Ross.

When Christianity was first 
introduced in Korea, Korea had 
competing ideas of conservatives, 
which followed traditional Chinese-
influenced philosophies and systems, 
and the Enlightenment, which believed 
in a modern nation system based on 
the ideas of the West. The conservatives 
rejected Christianity, viewing it as 
based on heretical ideas, while the 
Enlightenment was positive towards 
Christianity. Yun Posun’s family 
members were upper-class men who 
were part of the Enlightenment and 
accepted Christianity. They believed 
that Korea should open its doors to 
modern Western civilization. Yun 
Posun’s father, Yun Tchiso, was an elder at Andong Church, and his relative, 
Yun Tchiho, was an important activist and one of the most important leaders 
in Korean Christianity. Yun Posun was taught Christian values by his family 
and adopted democratic values through the church he attended.

Yun Posun graduated from the University of Edinburgh in 1930, six years 
after he began studies at the university, and he received a Bachelor of Arts 
(BA) and a Master of Arts (MA), since the school awarded combined BA and 
MA degrees at the time.3 The fact that Yun graduated is significant in that 
(1) a person who would later become a politically important figure in Korea 
studied at the University of Edinburgh and (2) British political ideas had 
an impact on Korean modern politics. Accordingly, this paper attempts to 
analyze how and to what extent Korea was influenced by Edinburgh.

Yun Posun’s Life

Yun Posun was born on August 26, 1897 in Asan of South Chungcheong 
province. In 1911, Yun’s father, Yun Tchiso, operated the largest 

company in Korea producing various types of rope and string. Yun was 
brought up in a modern atmosphere from an early age. Yun’s father was an 
elder of Andong church, located in the center of main Seoul. Yun’s relative 
Yun Tchiho was a diplomat who also wrote the lyrics of the Republic of 
Korea’s national anthem, and he was the first Korean to be baptized by the 
South Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States.4

In 1907, when Yun Posun was ten years old, he entered Kyodong 
elementary school in Seoul, established by the Korean government. At the 
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age of thirteen, he transferred to the fifth grade of the Japanese-established 
Ilchul elementary school and graduated two years later. From 1910, he 
attended the YMCA, along with Rhee Syngman, who would later become 
the first President of South Korea. Yun also became friendly with Lee 
Sangjae, a Christian philosopher who led the YMCA. Yun went to Japan to 
study but suspended his studies because of the strong resentment he felt 
towards Japan for its colonial rule of Korea.

Yun Posun dreamed of independence activities in Korea resembling the 
Xinhai Revolution in China, and in the summer of 1917, when Yun Posun 
was twenty years old, he left his pregnant wife and daughter behind in Korea 
to go to Shanghai, China to engage in activities for the Korean independence 
movement. Yun met Sin Kyusik, the only Korean to have participated in the 
Xinhai Revolution, and stayed in the second story of Sin’s house for four 
years until Yun went to the United Kingdom to study in 1921.5 On 13 March 
1920 the twenty-three year old Yun Posun became the youngest member of 
the Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea. Under the orders of 
Rhee Syngman, President of the Provisional Government, Yun smuggled 
himself into Japan and raised 3,000 won for independence movement funds. 
In 1920, the Provisional Government faced internal conflicts and divisions. 
The Provisional Government’s finances deteriorated, and it could no longer 
function as a government. At this time, Yun Posun went to the United 
Kingdom for his studies.

In 1923, Yun Posun engaged in language studies at Woodbrooke College 
in Scotland. In 1925, he was admitted to the archeology department at the 
University of Edinburgh, and six years later in 1930, he acquired both BA 
and MA degrees.

On 15 August 1945, Korea gained independence from Japanese rule. 
With the defeat of Japan, the United States occupied the south of Korea 
below the 38th parallel. The United States appointed Yun as an advisor 
to the department of agriculture and trade of the military government 
office and as an advisor to the Kyeonggi province branch of the military 
government office. Yun later became a member of the Korea Democratic 
Party, established by Christian activists of the Kyeonggi, Chungcheong and 
Jeolla provinces. Yun also became the leader of the movement for the return 
of Rhee Syngman and aided Rhee in his return to Korea. 

In August 1948, the Republic of Korea was formally established in South 
Korea, and Rhee Syngman was inaugurated as the first President of the 
Republic of Korea. Yun became Rhee’s Secretary to the Korean Chief of Staff 
and was appointed as the second mayor of Seoul in December 1948. He 
was also appointed Minister of Commerce and Industry and served in that 
position for one year. When the Korean War broke out on 25 June 1950, 
Yun served as President of the Red Cross, and in 1952, he served as head of 
the Korea Britain Society. As President Rhee Syngman, however, dismissed 
Christian values and began adopting authoritarian policies, Yun Posun 
parted ways with Rhee and became a member of the opposition party. In 
1959, Yun became a representative to the Supreme Council of the Democratic 
Party and further solidified his position as a leader of the opposition party.
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In 1960, the April 19 Revolution led to the overthrow of Rhee Syngman’s 
government, and on 12 August 1960, in a co-operative meeting of both party 
members, Yun Posun was elected as the second President of South Korea, 
receiving 208 votes of the 259 total. However, conflicts arose between the old 
establishment led by President Yun and the new establishment led by Prime 
Minister Chang Myon. Since South Korea had adopted a parliamentary 
system, Chang advocated that under the parliamentary system, the 
President had no power, while Yun advocated that the President had rights 
to advise. One person had been educated in the United States while the 
other had been educated in the United Kingdom, and the two had different 
interpretations of how a parliamentary system should be run. Eventually, 
the two remained in an antagonistic relationship and the government was 
in political instability.

In 1961, General Park Chunghee launched the May 16 military coup d’état. 
Yun Posun struggled with the military authorities and eventually resigned 
on 22 March 1962. In October 1963, in the fifth Presidential election, Yun ran 
as the opposition party’s presidential nominee but was defeated by only 
about 157,000 votes. There were rumors that Yun lost due to corrupt election 
practices and government intervention, and Yun stated that he was ‘in fact, 
the spiritual President’. Yun ran again in the sixth Presidential election in 
February 1967 as the opposition party’s presidential nominee but lost again 
by 1,160,000 votes.

In 1969, President Park abolished the presidential re-election system, 
which led to protests. In 1972, Park had a new constitution approved, 
which had no limits on presidential re-election, and strong anti-government 
protests erupted. Yun Posun fought for Korea’s democratic activities for 
almost 20 years and was the frontrunner of such activities. In this process, 
Yun’s wife Gong Deokgwi also helped her husband in her efforts for the 
release of imprisoned activists, the basic rights of women and laborers, and 
missionary activities for the poor.

In 1979, as Yun became an advisor to the opposition party, the New 
Democratic Party, he gradually retreated from the political front. After 
President Park Chunghee was assassinated in 1980, Yun invited to his 
Angookdong home Kim Youngsam and Kim Daejoong, both leaders of 
the opposition democratic party at the time, so that they could agree on 
a single candidate to further a better democratic system; however, Yun 
failed and retired from politics. On 18 July 1990, Yun died from natural 
causes in his Angookdong home and was buried in his family’s burial 
grounds in his home town.

Reason for Yun Posun’s Studies in the United Kingdom

In 1920, the Provisional Government of the Republic of Korea faced internal 
conflicts. Financial problems were the main reason for such conflicts but 

there were also struggles based on geographic backgrounds and ideological 
disagreements between proponents of communism and proponents of 
democracy. There was talk of no longer being able to trust the president 
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and the state of affairs fell into disarray.6 Eventually, in May 1921, Rhee 
Syngman entrusted the government’s main responsibilities to Sin Kyusik 
and went back to the United States. Sin Kyusik and other members such 
as Shin Ikhwe and Lee Shiyoung encouraged Yun to go to Europe and 
continue his studies for the future.7 They thought that in a practical sense 
the prospects of the independence movement in Shanghai were poor and 
they had to prepare for Korea’s future. Yun Posun accepted the advice since, 
even though he was a member of the provisional government, there was 
really nothing more he could do at that point.8

The reason Yun Posun chose the United Kingdom for his studies stems 
from Yun Tchiho’s influence. Yun Tchiho said:

‘The United Kingdom’s educational system is appropriate for 
this time. It is better than our own. They cultivate creativity and 
self-growth. The UK also strives to develop young persons that 
are well-equipped for today. The UK makes an effort to develop 
young people that can take care of themselves and solve problems 
in difficult times.’9

Yun Tchiho had experienced racism during his studies in the United States 
and accordingly, preferred the UK to the United States. He believed that 
the UK was the best country to quickly adapt to changing world affairs and 
thus could dominate the world. Yun Posun was able to go to the UK to study 
because Yun’s father had high expectations for his son’s prospects and Korea’s 
future. Even though Yun’s father was a successful businessman, it was not 
easy under Korea’s economic state at the time to send someone to the UK to 
study; however, Yun Tchiso sent his son the necessary funds for his studies.

In June 1921, Yun Posun disguised himself as a Chinese student and 
using a Chinese passport, he got on a French ship, to avoid being caught 
by the Japanese police. The Washington Conference was to be held in 
November 1921 so Japanese police were heightening security measures to 
ensure that the members of the provisional government in Shanghai could 
not participate. Yun sailed for 42 days and got off the ship at Marseilles, 
France and safely crossed the Strait of Dover. When he arrived in the UK, 
his relative Yun Chiwang, who was studying at the Faculty of Medicine at 
the University of Glasgow, was there to meet him.10

While at the University of Edinburgh, Yun Posun contemplated and 
eventually defined for himself the path that Korea should take in the near 
future after independence. He studied democracy, which would become 
the foundation of his political philosophy, and democratic systems, and 
he also learned about the concept of noblesse oblige and liberalist social 
systems and ideas.

Yun’s Major Archaeology

Reason for Choosing Archaeology

In 1923, before Yun attended the University of Edinburgh, he audited classes 
at a school in Glasgow. He later took language courses at Woodbrooke 
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College for Quakers for one year. These steps were also preparation for his 
studies at the University of Edinburgh.

In June 1910, the 1910 World Missionary Conference, the Edinburgh 
Missionary Conference, was held in Edinburgh and Yun Posun’s relative 
Yun Tchiho participated as a Korean representative and made a speech. 
Such of Yun Tchiho’s experiences was one of the main reasons that Yun 
Posun chose the University of Edinburgh. Moreover, Yun’s political peer 
Jang Taeksang had also graduated from the University of Edinburgh, further 
heightening Yun’s desire to study at the same university.

Yun Posun became acquainted with world-renowned geologist 
James Hutton and he considered studying geology. However, Yun chose 
archaeology, with a focus on prehistoric archaeology.11 He believed that 
archaeology was the foundation of all social sciences and that studying 
history or archeology would be better for Korea’s future. The University of 
Edinburgh’s Archaeology Department was globally renowned at the time. 

Yun Posun was influenced by Vere Gordon Childe, the leading authority 
on archaeology and top anthropologist. Childe encouraged his students 
to develop specializations in studying the history of humanity and he also 
suggested that Yun study archaeology from a historic viewpoint.12 Yun 
Posun was interested in the history of the UK, which had been expanding 
colonies in Asia, and also in the history of colonized nations.

The University of Edinburgh and Vere Gordon Childe demanded of 
Yun a comprehensive approach of study that could encompass the vast and 
complicated aspects of archaeology. They stressed the studies that inevitably 
interconnect with what it means to be human. Accordingly, Yun Posun 
not only studied archaeology but also politics, economics, philosophy, 
psychology, law, geology, anthropology, Greek and Latin.13 

During the reign of Queen Elizabeth I, Sir Robert Cotton petitioned for 
an academy for antiquarian studies to train young royals who would later 
enter public service positions.14 The UK advocated the education of history, 
including archaeology, as necessary for real politics, acknowledging that 
history had the most interrelated relationship with law and politics.15 
Considering the expansion of colonies and other international affairs at the 
time, studying history was in a sense a way of providing for explanatory notes.

British social and academic circles at the time also viewed history as 
the field that taught more than any other field.16 They believed that history 
provided abundant insight into geography, people, time, events, and 
human nature. Thus, the UK stressed the importance of studying history 
to young royals and social elites who would later lead the UK. People who 
had not received an education in history were viewed as unfit for important 
positions and unable to become gentlemen and gentlewomen that could 
lead and assist the monarch. 

History in itself is a vast collection of examples and a guide that holds the 
order of human history. Regardless of event or action, history tells us the 
reason behind such events or actions in some way. Thus, people that study 
history can understand important events and their backgrounds. 
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Through Yun Posun’s studies, he probably learned about the analysis 
of ideas that had disappeared from the face of the earth long ago, the 
development of nations and society, how and why things change, the 
progress towards the future in prehistoric times, and the rise and fall of 
nations as depicted in history. He also likely developed an understanding 
of humanity and different social systems and philosophies. It is probable 
that Yun’s studies also led to further contemplation about the path that an 
independent Korean society should embark on. 

Conclusion of Archaeology Studies – Humanism

The UK government had a long history of colonizing countries in Asia 
and Africa and by encouraging students to study archeology, it aimed 

to benefit from research on colonies’ history. Thus, there was much interest 
in archaeology by British social and academic circles. Yun Posun also chose 
archaeology as his major so that he could find a way to help Korea gain its 
independence from Japan.17

When Korea became stripped of its diplomatic powers in 1905, most 
activists for Korea’s independence believed that there was a need to study 
practical fields from the West that could be utilized immediately such as 
diplomacy, military science or weaponry. Yun Posun’s father Yun Tchiso also 
shared this belief. However, Yun Posun wanted to go back to fundamental 
questions. The Western nations had acquired strength, and he wanted to 
better understand the origin of such Western civilization and its results. 
Through analysis of past generations’ artifacts, he wanted to understand 
the culture, social systems, and ideology of those times and gain insight into 
how and why their culture had progressed. On that fundamental question, 
he said the following:

‘The reason I chose to study archeology was that as a human 
being, I wanted to truly dig deep and believed that this field would 
provide insight as to what it means to be human. I believed that 
archeology was a purer science than politics or theology. I maintain 
that belief to this day.’18

Yun Posun believed that archaeology was a means to understanding human 
nature and lead to action. In his words lies the reason that he entered the 
world of the Korean independence movement, politics, and democracy 
movement. Humanization was the greatest project of Yun Posun’s life. 
It was the concept that was fundamentally embedded in Yun’s family 
and it was the reason that Yun went to China with the determination to 
become a revolutionary. It was the reason that Yun became involved with 
the provisional government and it was the theory of his independence 
activities. It was at the center of Yun’s political ideology and the goal of his 
pro-democracy efforts.

When Yun was undergoing language studies at Woodbrooke College, a 
Japanese professor from Tokyo University, Kawai Eijiro, was an exchange 
professor at Woodbrooke College. Although he was known as a liberal 
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academic, in a forum on international issues, he criticised the actions of 
the Korean King Gojong of sending representatives to the Hague Peace 
Convention of 1907. He disparaged Korea as an inferior nation and 
advocated that civilized nation Japan should help Korea. 

Yun Posun argued against Kawai Eijiro’s logic. Yun referred to Japan’s 
acts of brutality during the March 1st Movement, the Jeamri Massacre where 
people worshipping in church were killed, and Japan’s killings by guns and 
knives of little girls who were shouting out for independence, arguing that 
Japan had unilaterally invaded and exploited Korea using non-civilized 
measures.19 Yun highlighted Japan’s inhumane actions to the Japanese 
professor. To Yun, the independence movement meant saving Korea from 
the inhumane Japan.  

The ‘humanization’ concept that Yun Posun became familiar with 
at Edinburgh was a Christian concept that connected to civil society and 
parliamentary democracy. Edinburgh represented the tradition of the 
Presbyterian church and the origin of the Korean Presbyterian church.

The churches of Scotland deeply influenced not only Korean Christianity 
but also the Presbyterian Church globally in its historic and theological 
progress. There are many reasons for this. First, many great theological 
institutions and scholars are connected to Scottish churches. Edinburgh, 
Aberdeen, St Andrews and Glasgow are all home to world-renowned 
theological institutions. They were also the homes of famous scholars such 
as Donald Baillie, John Baillie, Thomas F. Torrance and James B. Torrance. 
Scottish churches sent missionaries to China, India and also Korea, which 
led to the beginning of the Presbyterian church in Korea. Scotland also led 
the Ecumenical Movement in the 20th century. Thus, world Christianity 
and particularly the Presbysterian Church, has its origins in the churches 
of Scotland.

Scotland, more than any other region in the UK, is a place that embraces 
Christian ideas on what it means to be human, in other words, the concept 
of natural human rights where all people are born with rights given by God. 
Yun Posun spent almost ten years in Edinburgh and developed the firm 
belief that all human beings are creations of God who has sovereign power 
over history. Yun developed this conviction by the sense of ‘humanization’ 
embedded in the University of Edinburgh and his archaeology studies. The 
Christian concept of humanization that Yun learned at the University of 
Edinburgh became the center and foundation of his philosophy and his 
mission. It was also the conviction that supported Yun during the critical 
moments of his life.

Yun Posun’s Political Philosophy – Common Sense and 
Noblesse Oblige

When Yun Posun became President of South Korea, Kim Joonha, a close 
aide to the President as chief presidential secretary and spokesperson 

of Cheongwadae (the Blue House), said the following of Yun:
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‘The President thoroughly explained the state of mind one must 
never lose hold of when working at Cheongwadae. The President 
highlighted the importance of common sense. The United Kingdom 
is a leading nation in democracy and it has no constitution that can 
serve as the basis for governing a nation. The UK uses common 
sense as one of the substitutes for a written constitution. The first 
piece of guidance that the President gave us was that if you use 
common sense as the standard for your thoughts and actions, in 
personal life and in national matters, you will not deviate from 
what is right.’ 20 

As Yun Posun stated, the UK is not a nation with a codified constitution. 
Yun understood the UK to be a place where political, economic, social and 
cultural conflicts have been resolved through contractual relationships 
and customs for centuries. In Yun’s view, the resolution was not by way 
of a codified philosophy or political ideology but by common sense. Under 
such a tradition, the UK adopted liberalist thinking and social systems. 
Accordingly, Yun believed that common sense in the UK was the foundation 
of the individual, family, community, constitution, and nation, and the 
practical ideology of UK leaders.

The concept of common sense is generally used under two contrasting 
meanings. It can mean universal and fundamental common knowledge 
and sense; it can also mean traditional custom. In Korea’s case, these two 
differing interpretations can contain conflict and tension since unreasonable 
and illegal actions that have become the norm could be viewed as “common 
sense.” However, the UK has overcome this. Common sense was based on 
objective facts, individual conscience, reasonableness, and strong ethics. Yun 
Posun said the following about his experience of first arriving in the UK:

‘I had heard in China that it can be dangerous to carry important 
items and cash on one’s body so I put those items in my checked 
luggage. The airport worker handling my bag oddly did not hand 
out a baggage ticket. I then asked for a ticket and the worker looked 
at me strangely and did not give me one, saying, “Can’t you just 
retrieve your luggage in Glasgow? You don’t need a ticket.” […] 
When I arrived in Glasgow, I told my relative who had come to 
pick me up that I was worried that I hadn’t received a ticket. He 
told me to follow and led me to the luggage car. The workers were 
taking out all of the baggage. My relative told me to pick out my 
luggage and leave. The other people also just picked up their own 
luggage and left. I was shocked by the lax security. […] The UK at 
the time had such a strong social structure. In the eyes of an Asian 
who had come from a society where receipts are given even for 
items less than 10 cheon (former Korean currency), how could such 
a society have appeared?’ 21

Yun Posun came to realize that the UK was a place where people could 
check their luggage without any security measures such as a baggage ticket. 
He also realized that this was viewed as natural common sense. From the 
moment Yun set foot in the UK, he experienced the UK as a society based 
on strong ethics.22



18   University of Edinburgh Journal 49: 1 (June 2019) 18

Yun Posun believed that Scotland was the place in the UK that held common 
sense to be of the greatest importance. In fact, Scottish common-sense realism, 
which elevated universal common sense to a philosophical level, originated 
in Scotland. Adam Ferguson, educated at the University of Edinburgh, was 
of the Scottish school of Common Sense. This school of thought believed that 
people could achieve an ethical society without education on philosophy 
since they believed people innately had altruistic traits in addition to selfish 
ones. This could be connected to the regional disposition of Scotland and the 
fact that it was the base of the Presbyterian Church.

The US and the UK each have liberalist ideologies as their basic 
philosophy. Liberalism in the US is based on individualism. Both 
countries accepted equal rights as an important value. However, the UK’s 
democracy differed from that of the US democracy. The US deconstructed 
all aspects of the pre-existing order. The US denounced dictatorship, 
embraced openness, and rejected secrecy. The US also stressed individual 
moral responsibility. The US believed that democracy could not progress 
if individuals were not ethical.

Yun Posun believed that the UK, in contrast, placed more importance 
on the moral responsibility of the leading class. He understood the UK as 
having a culture where the ethics of the royals and leaders passed down on 
to the people. In fact, unlike the US, the UK has an upper class to lower class 
top-down approach to democracy. It is a culture where it is believed that 
the philosophies of the upper class greatly influence those of the general 
public and thus, more emphasis is placed on the moral responsibility of 
the upper class. This culture was the backdrop for the UK being able to 
maintain continuity with tradition and progress to modernization with 
its traditional system of authority intact. During the industrial revolution, 
the UK was able to overcome the resistance of the working class without 
introducing actual social security. Moreover, the pre-existing upper class 
was able to maintain its authority.

In Yun Posun’s view, the members of the upper class in the UK did not 
unilaterally seek to profit for themselves and the members of the working 
class did not uniformly demand equality. Notwithstanding this culture, 
the UK had a remarkable social system that could not compare to those of 
Asia at the time. Yun believed that the UK had secured an excellent political 
environment, a humanist culture, and a dignified modern civil society. He 
believed that it was the idealistic democratic society where freedom, equality 
and justice were in balance. Yun thought that this was made possible because 
of noblesse oblige, i.e. the practical ethics of the upper class that deemed 
moral responsibility to the public as the greatest model standard.

Notwithstanding the limits of imperialism, the UK could implement 
democracy into third-world countries because of the enforcers’ practical 
ethics, i.e. the culture of noblesse oblige, which was the code of honour. 
The ruling class did not exploit the lower class, because of the human view 
that the all-powerful God created man, which was embedded in noblesse 
oblige. Moreover, political freedom was also allowed. The working class 
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also did not try to change the rules but simply tried to realize gains within 
the parliamentary democracy system. This attitude was reflected in the law-
abiding order. Yun Posun valued this tradition of the UK. Yun idealized 
this culture and thus became a strong supporter of parliamentarianism and 
a leader of the Korean free democracy movement. Thus, the people’s sense 
of law-abiding order and the upper classmen’s moral responsibility became 
important values in Yun’s political philosophy.

Following the election on 15 March 1960, the worst fraudulent election in 
Korean history, Yun Posun was furious that Rhee Syngman’s government 
tried to destroy democracy. An election, which could be viewed as the 
symbol of democracy, had been operated fraudulently. Notwithstanding 
this sentiment, Yun appealed to demonstrators rioting against the fraudulent 
election to maintain order and abide by the law. On 11 April 1960, Kim 
Jooyeol, a high-school student who had participated in such demonstrations 
and had gone missing, was found dead in the sea near Masan city,23 and 
the people of Masan ran to the streets shouting for the overthrow of the 
dictatorial government. Yun Posun, however, who at the time was the 
investigative chairman of the opposition party, said to the furious Masan 
people, ‘Even if the government does not abide by the law, we should do 
so.’24  He believed that protesting in a lawful manner was the responsibility 
of being a citizen and common sense for a democratic citizen.

Yun Posun tried to find a model for Korean politics in the UK’s political 
system.25 He tried to realise the democracy he learned about in the UK, 
and in particular Scotland. He asked leaders to adopt strong ethics, a sense 
of social responsibility, and a culture of noblesse oblige, while asking 
the general public to have moral responsibility, public ethics, and social 
discipline. To Yun, the spirit of democracy lay in ‘justice, freedom, and 
order’ and such values were to be established through common sense. Yun 
Posun tried to do his responsibility as a leader for democracy and resisted 
all things that would damage that. Yun’s actions were all derived from the 
UK’s democratic paradigm. 

Yun Posun’s Economic Philosophy

Park Chunghee successfully launched a military coup d’état and set forth 
the idea that economic development leads to the people’s development. 

As a result, the GNP per capita was only $87 in 1961 but increased to 
$1,597 by 1979. Korea began to break free of absolute poverty. Even though 
economic growth was expanding rapidly, the sense of democracy and ethics 
of politicians and the general public regressed. The rapid industrialization 
pitted a culture of fierce competition among different groups that were 
driven by their own material instincts of survival, resulting in the spread of 
collectivism. Park Chunghee himself abhorred decadence, hedonism, and 
overspending but economic policies collusive with power, degraded social 
ethics and corruption were prevalent behind the scenes of the fruits of the 
government’s growth. Park Chunghee’s modernisation policy, where the 
nation leads and the people follow, was the form that Japan used under the 
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restoration of Meiji. The policy came out of the theory of social evolution. 
Yun Posun was against this.26 

Yun Posun argued that the people themselves had to bring out a 
psychological revolution doing away with unethical and wrong thinking 
and consciousness, routine and culture. Park Chunghee’s modernization 
policies had spurred corruption and depravity and Yun believed that such 
things deterred democratisation.27 Yun believed that the material aspects of 
modernisation should naturally follow once strong ethics and moral civilisation 
became the foundation. He believed that was the right way to modernisation.

Yun deemed the UK’s democratic system as the idealistic paradigm, and 
from his viewpoint, a Japanese inspired modernisation model was to be 
rejected. If one were to analyse the conflict between Yun Posun and Park 
Chunghee purely in terms of modernisation policy, one could view it as the 
discord between Yun who looked to the UK’s system as a model and Park 
who looked to Japan’s system as a model.

When Yun Posun became President of South Korea, he clarified the 
economy-first policy. At the time, the post of Prime Minister was still 
vacant and the government of the Second Republic had not yet been 
completely established. Accordingly, it was a time when the direction 
of the government’s policies was yet undecided. Since a parliamentary 
cabinet system had been adopted, the President was merely a figurehead 
and had no actual power. However, when Chang Myon later became 
prime minister, he had the President participate in meetings where specific 
economic policies were devised. The Prime Minister accepted Yun Posun’s 
economic policy proposals. It was an exceptional attitude from the Prime 
Minister since he had been sensitive to the President’s participation in 
political activities. It was an acknowledgement of the President’s broad 
knowledge of economic matters.28

Park Chunghee’s economic policics, affected by pressure from the US, 
soon changed in tone to accommodate an export driven model; however, 
in the early stages of his five-year economic plan, he adopted the economic 
policies established by the Second Republic. Such policies included 
acknowledgment of the government’s active role, balanced growth, and 
intensive industrialisation whereby importance is placed on agriculture and 
its connection to industrialisation.

Yun Posun had a broad knowledge of economics. He had served in 
the position of Minister of Commerce and Industry and he had also been 
a member of the financial committee. Yun had also inherited a sense of 
operating finances from his father Yun Tchiso. Moreover, Yun also obtained 
economic knowledge though his studies in the UK.29 Yun was well versed 
in free market economies and the problems of capitalism. He also knew the 
importance of the government’s role and that all industries are organically 
connected to one another.

Yun Posun’s economic policy was based on the economic development 
process introduced in the theories of Adam Smith, who had studied at the 
University of Edinburgh. Adam Smith viewed the natural course of economic 
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progress to be from agriculture, to manufacturing, to domestic commerce, and 
to foreign trade; he placed more importance on domestic markets rather than 
foreign markets. Adam Smith believed that the invigoration of agriculture 
would increase profits for the rural economy and create demand, naturally 
leading to the cities’ growth of consumer goods industries. The revitalisation 
of agriculture would lead to cities’ industry growth.30 Approximately 90% 
of Korea’s industrial structure was based on agriculture at the time, so Yun 
Posun wanted to naturally transform land capital into industrial capital. He 
wanted to achieve social and economic fairness, and transfer the economic 
capital focused on land capital to industrial capital. Yun’s economic policy 
did not contain any unequal treatment between agriculture and industry 
nor did it require unilateral sacrifice by either one.

Yun Posun’s economic policy did not merely deal with economic strategy. 
Yun’s policy had a foundation upon human respect, i.e., humanisation. Yun 
viewed the farmers as subjects of economic inequality and disadvantaged 
economically and socially. Yun had a unique understanding of the UK’s 
Christian socialism after the industrial revolution,31 and because he himself 
was rooted in Christian based views of humanity, he could not look away 
from the marginalized people of society.

Yun Posun’s economic philosophy does not contain, of course, a totalitarian 
equality. He placed priority on human respect but did not advocate perfect 
equality. Yun acknowledged the division of different economic classes and 
had a sense of class-by-class order. However, he believed that the upper class 
had a responsibility to have a sense of noblesse oblige.

Korean farmers and farming villages at the time were marginalised 
socially, economically, and culturally. They were at a disadvantage as a result 
of the economic paradoxical process and did not receive fair treatment from 
governmental authority. Yun Posun wanted a society of human dignity and 
respect, and thus, he advocated for a humane life and treatment for farmers.

In Yun Posun’s consciousness, there was no nationalistic authoritarianism 
but a strong conviction of the necessity of national authority to achieve 
humanization. He believed that if the government does not have authority 
and does not have strict administrative execution, it will be deemed 
incompetent and social order and systems would collapse. Yun had 
extensively studied UK society. That is the reason why he proposed laws 
against demonstrations and anti-communist laws to a disoriented Chang 
Myon government. Yun believed that only when a society is systemically 
sound and has order can common values of humanity, i.e., political, social, 
economic, and cultural fairness be achieved.

Epilogue

Yun Posun dreamed of a Korea where common sense included freedom, 
justice, order, fairness, ethical dignity, noblesse oblige, and human 

rights. To achieve this goal, Yun’s way of living can be summed up in 
resistance and responsibility. Yun resisted against things that would harm 
democracy and he tried to defend Korea’s democracy system, even while 
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enduring all forms of criticism. He tried to create a Korean society of fairness 
and equality and he tried to protect the ideal of a dignified democratic civil 
society. Yun believed this was his responsibility.

Humanisation was the greatest subject of Yun Posun’s life. He believed 
that all humans should be guaranteed political freedom, economic rights, 
and to a certain extent, cultural life. One person’s dictatorship or one 
class’s unilateral monopoly could not be allowed. That is why he rejected 
the governments of Rhee Syngman and Park Chunghee. Yun was firm and 
consistent in his thinking on this matter. Yun went separate ways from Rhee 
Syngman and fought with Park Chunghee’s government all because he 
wanted to protect the system of democracy. Yun’s persistent rejection of 
communism was also to preserve democracy and humanization. 

Yun Posun defined the principles of democracy to be justice, freedom, 
and order. He believed that democracy had global appeal and could 
be recognized by not only freedom but also order, and that it would be 
manifested by public justice. Public justice to Yun meant political freedom, 
the righteous distribution of goods, the guarantee of basic necessities for the 
weak, the support of citizens and their organizations, and the fight against 
oppression and injustice. Living as a community, he believed that it means 
improving the people’s political freedom and welfare, and protecting the 
weak and disabled. Yun believed that a nation must have justice and law as 
a foundation and strive for public justice and be an organism that improves 
general welfare. He confirmed that he learned about such philosophies at 
Edinburgh. Yun Posun himself stated that his understanding of democratic 
principles and democracy itself was gained by his time in the UK, and in 
particular, Edinburgh.

Yun Posun acknowledged that humans are not born equal. However, he 
believed that notwithstanding unequal social conditions, a true democratic 
nation would enable people to experience fairness. That is why Yun could 
not accept Park Chunghee’s nationalism and economic ideologies. Yun 
believed that Park Chunghee’s modernisation policy led to unfair results. 

Yun Posun was well aware of the economics of capitalism. He was also 
well aware, through various data statistics, of the situation that the Korean 
economy was in at the time. However, he raised issue with simply letting 
Korea’s economy be directed by market-driven free economic principles. 
He stressed the importance of ethical aspects in the economy and he viewed 
economic issues as not just a matter of the accumulation of wealth and the 
creation of income but from a perspective of improving quality of humane 
life. Yun believed that was justice and common sense that one should have. 
Yun’s beliefs were derived from Edinburgh and Adam Smith.

Yun Posun was one of the few figures in Korean history that participated 
in all three aspects of Korean modernization: the independence movement, 
the national foundation movement, and the democratisation movement. He 
was at the center of the main political events of Korea. One could say that 
Yun’s life itself reflects modern and present-day Korea. He experienced the 
Enlightenment period, the movement to reinstate national sovereignty, the 
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harsh rule of the Japanese occupation period, the independence movement 
at the Shanghai provisional government, the US military government 
period, the military coup d’état, the democratization movement, and the 
new military authority period. Yun spent his life fighting for democracy 
and became one of the frontrunners of Korea’s democratization movement. 
Yun’s thinking and ideas on democracy had no small effect on Korea’s 
democratic system. Korean society’s political and economic consciousness 
changed. A heightened awareness for human rights and fair economics was 
formed. Yun Posun played a part in this and the ideas of Edinburgh were 
passed on to Korea.
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Coup d’état to Ideological Battle], (Seoul: Nanam Publishing, 2002), 39.

21. Yun, An autobiography, 31-32.

22. In the UK, if a police car or ambulance with sirens wailing approached, all of 
the other cars on the street quickly made way and moved to the side so that such 
cars could pass smoothly. In 1916, there were approximately 8,500 taxis in London 
driving at a maximum speed of 40 km/h, and these taxis could make U-turns 
anywhere. However, even such taxis strictly obeyed traffic signals. In contrast, 
pedestrians could cross the street anywhere without following traffic signals. 
Although it may seem disorderly, a “pedestrians first” culture made it possible for 
a very low rate of accidents.

23. Rhee Syngman’s government killed Kim Jooyeol, a Masan high school student 
and protester of the rigged election, and dumped his body in the sea. When the 
body was discovered, the people of Masan city fervently participated protests 
against Rhee Syngman’s government. 

24. “Dae-mo-dae-ui Pok-dong [Fury of the Demonstrators],” HangookIlbo, April 13, 
1960. After his remarks, Yun Posun was hit by rocks thrown by angry protestors.

25. Yun, An autobiography, 41.

26. Under the theory of social evolution, humans are driven first by their own gains. 
They are indifferent to each other. Due to the idea that strength is justice, there is 
a tendency to obtain one’s own gains without a thought to the means. This way of 
thinking destroys the rights of individuals, nations and moral values.

27. Yun, An autobiography, 41.

28. On August 30, 1960, Chang Myon advocated an economy first policy in his 
administrative policy speech in a meeting to national assembly members, and he 
designated 1961 as the year for economic development and carried out full-scale 
economic growth policies.

29. Report card of Yun Posun, kept at the University of Edinburgh.

30. Yoonhyung Chung, Seo-yang Kyung-jae-sa-sang Yeon-gu [A Study on Western 
Economic Theories] (Seoul: Changbi Publishers, 1981), 30. Yun Posun’s economic 
development policies, however, did not simply follow the theories of Adam Smith. 
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Yun’s policies synthesized the classical economic theories of Adam Smith and 
Keynesian economics. He had a market-driven economy as a goal but also stressed 
the importance of an active role by the government.

31. Christian socialism arose by criticizing the problems of the industrial revolution. 
Christian socialism acknowledges free market competition based on individual 
freedom and choice that promotes creative production; however, it warns against 
problems where freedom and competition result in wealth being concentrated in 
the few. Christian socialism believes that through sharing and participation, human 
equality and balanced distribution must be achieved. At the time of Yun Posun’s 
studies in the UK, Christian socialism was prevalent among British academics. Yun 
Posun was given detailed information on the problems of the industrial revolution 
through Jang Deoksoo. 
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University of Edinburgh Journal Archive
by J R Sutherland
John Ross Sutherland is Assistant Editor of the Journal, and also works as an 
illustrator for DS Design Studio.

As the centenaries of the University of Edinburgh Graduates' 
Association (2024) and the University of Edinburgh Journal (2025) 
fast approach, our Editorial Team has been hard at work on ways 

to commemorate the history - both for the University and city of Edinburgh, 
and the United Kingdom - that is contained in the pages of the Journal. 
Making a hundred years' worth of articles, notes, photographs, obituaries, 
and poetry available to anyone with access to the internet, seems like an 
appropriate monument. 

At the time of publication of this issue, eighteen out of forty-nine volumes 
are available to view, covering the years 1925-1957. Our team will be 
continuously uploading additional volumes over the course of the coming 
months to eventually complete the archive. For those interested in perusing 
the past pages of the Journal, visit www.uega.co.uk/archive. These volumes 
are available free of charge, but we do ask that if any member or researcher 
would like to reference or reproduce any part of these historic Journals, that 
they contact the Editorial Office (gradassoc@ed.ac.uk) for more information 
on copyright and usage guidelines. 

While the website can be accessed and used on mobile or tablet devices, 
for the best experience, we recommend that visitors use a desktop computer 
with a mouse and keyboard. Once the page has loaded, you will be able to 
select any available volume using the buttons displayed. Visitors will then 
be brought to a dedicated page for the contents of that volume, listing the 
various issues and any miscellaneous notes or inserts that were documented 
during the archive process. Selecting any one of these will bring the visitor 
to a third, separate page, displaying a PDF of that issue or note. Buttons will 
always be visible at the foot of each of these pages to allow any visitors easy 
navigation back to that volume's contents or the master catalogue. 

When viewing any PDF on the website, visitors have a number of tools 
at their disposal. Generally, visitors will not be able to download or print 
these PDFs, although we can supply copies upon request. Visitors can zoom, 
rotate, and navigate through any pages in the document; however, the 
most powerful tool available is the ability to search through the PDF using 
keywords. By clicking on the magnifying glass symbol (or simply typing 
the shortcut Ctrl+F for Windows, or Cmd+F for Mac), visitors can enter 
keywords or phrases that will be highlighted if present in the document.

Members will also note that we have updated our Membership and 
Events pages to allow for direct payment for tickets to events, and for the 
benefit of new members looking to subscribe to the Journal. If visitors or 
members have any problems using these services, please don't hesitate to 
get in touch. 

mailto:gradassoc@ed.ac.uk


University of Edinburgh Journal 49: 1 (June 2019)   2727

A Search for Peace: from Nigeria to the UK
by Emmanuel Chiwetalu Ossai
Born in March 1993, Emmanuel Chiwetalu Ossai is a Nigerian PhD candidate 
at Edinburgh University’s Divinity School. Using ethnographical methods for his 
research, he is writing about religion, politics and peace in northern Nigeria’s zones 
of interreligious peace, which are areas where violent ‘Christian-Muslim’ conflicts 
have not occurred for decades despite the differences in religious identity that 
characterise them. He has a Master’s degree in peace studies (2017) and a Bachelor’s 
degree in religion (2014). He can be contacted at: eossai@exseed.ed.ac.uk 

Why do religion-related killings occur in multireligious societies? 
Is it primarily because of the religious differences, or are there 
non-religious factors which cause violent conflicts in those areas? 

This paper attempts to show how thoughts about the relationship between 
religious differences, peace, and conflict have shaped my PhD research in the 
Edinburgh University Divinity School, then briefly to discuss some issues 
about peace in multireligious settings, and to conclude with comments on 
the role of young Africans not living in African countries, such as myself 
and others who have sought education abroad.

The Questions and the Quest 

From around 2013, when I had become more 
aware as an undergraduate of religious 

differences in Nigerian society, I became 
interested in finding answers to a number of 
questions. First, in what ways have Christianity, 
Islam and traditional belief systems helped 
to define relationships in Nigeria, between 
individuals, families, neighbourhoods, states, 
and between Nigeria’s geo-political regions? 
Second, why is it that, despite the potential 
of religious institutions to be a huge source 
of peace at the grassroots and other levels 
of Nigerian society, violent conflicts partly 
defined by religious differences still take place 
in parts of the country? 

A third and more recent interest has been the causes of interreligious 
peace or nonviolence. I had observed that in Nigeria and other parts of Africa, 
there were religiously and ethnically mixed societies, where there had been 
no armed conflicts between the different ethno-religious groups, or rather 
between people who have different religious and ethnic identities, for over a 
decade. I saw that, whereas news headlines about interreligious relationships 
in Africa were mostly about ‘religious’ conflicts and killings, multicultural and 
multireligious but relatively peaceful societies existed, and have continued to 

Emmanuel Chiwetalu Ossai
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exist, in parts of the continent, including the northern part of Nigeria where 
conflicts involving Christians and Muslims as opponents have continued to 
occur. So, the question was: why do such nonviolent relationships exist in 
some places, but not in others, despite the presence of religious (and even 
ethnic) differences in each of the cases? 

Perhaps the major problem in the non-peaceful settings is not the 
difference in religious (or ethnic) identity, but perhaps the differences are 
really the problem and the peaceful societies had a way of managing it to 
avoid outbreaks of violence. Equally, peaceful societies may not have the type 
of conflict-generating structural issues, which the others have. These were 
assumptions, and also questions which needed to be answered, which would 
then define my educational journey after my first degree in religious studies. 

In this article, I am particularly interested in physical violence, and in the 
sub-category we could call religion-related armed conflicts, which includes 
violent conflicts within countries where opponents belong to different 
religious groups and/or where the object of dispute is a religious one. 

However, rather than being a consequence of my lack of concern for other 
forms of violence which are problematic as well, the focus on this category is 
only a strategy for utilising the limited space I have for this paper. Similarly, 
I mostly use the term peace here to refer to the absence of physical violence 
- a condition which peace scholars refer to as negative peace - as opposed 
to positive peace, which is a broader type of peace that transcends the mere 
absence of physical violence to include the absence of the other non-physical 
forms of violence as well. This is not because I do not recognize that positive 
peace is a more desirable kind of peace, but rather because in certain societies 
that are plagued by killings and the destruction of properties, the mere 
absence of armed conflicts and killings is in itself tremendously desirable, 
and in some of those settings, even achieving negative peace is not an easy 
task. This is the case in parts of Africa. 

The Causes of Conflict and Peace

The causes of armed conflicts across the world are: real or perceived 
injustice, extremism, poverty and unemployment, competition over 

political power and natural resources such as land and diamonds, greed, 
grievances, the presence of opportunities for rebellion or conditions, which 
favour insurgency, nationalism, conflict contagion, love, and so on. We know 
also that the relevance, influence or intensity of these factors and others not 
mentioned, vary across socio-geographical contexts and are partly determined 
by the type of civil conflict concerned, examples being military coups, civil 
wars (which could be separatist, nationalist, territorial or resource-based, 
for example), genocide or ethnic/group cleansing, insurgency/rural guerrilla 
warfare, communal clashes, and terrorism. The issues that often matter in 
each of these types and the actors involved also vary, and arguably, the same 
variability applies to peace and its causation, as described below.

Seemingly, there is no universal formula for peace, and societies across 
the world have different systems that work for them. For example, whereas 
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federalism as a system of government has been called a means to peace by 
some political scientists, partly due to the decentralisation of power and the 
inclusive power-sharing system associated with it, we know that existing 
federal states have different levels of peace, examples being the USA and 
Nigeria. Besides, there seem to be other factors apart from political systems 
which determine the peace-levels in different countries, and these vary from 
place to place just as the functioning and effectiveness of political structures 
could be partly determined by the specific characteristics of the society 
where they are being applied. 

For example, the (1) degree of ethnic and religious difference within the 
country (2) level of a society’s development and the performance of its major 
public institutions, such as the police and the judiciary (3) civilian agency 
for peace1 (4) cultural norms (5) high employment rates and the presence 
of arrangements which enable unemployed and poor youth to have a 
reasonably good life, and which therefore prevent them from being assets 
or potential recruits for rebels and other anti-state or violent groups, which 
usually mobilise youth for action (6) the presence of non-corrupt and active 
governments which actually use their power, authority and control over the 
country’s resources primarily for the good of the people,2 and so on. 

It seems that among other things, the process of peace causation involves: 
(1) the creation and sustenance of an environment that makes violence 
unlikely, (2) the prevention of violent attacks and conflicts when they are 
about to occur, including the management and de-escalation of conflicts to 
prevent the outbreak of violence, and then (3) the resolution of these violent 
conflicts when they take place, and all or most of these could be classified as 
‘curative and preventive’ therapies for peace.3

These are a range of the issues related to peace and conflict in multireligious 
societies, and having known these and appreciated the size of the existing 
problems in parts of Africa, I have come to the realisation that I can only 
be a single component of the web of actors, whose actions will collectively 
produce the desired development in the continent. What I have below are 
some of my thoughts on my role and that of many other African youths who 
do not live in their African countries. 

African Youth, Peace and Development in Africa

How can peace and development be promoted in conflict-affected 
and other parts of Africa? It is indeed extremely difficult, or rather 

impossible, to adequately answer this question here. To be commended 
for seeking answers to it are the Edinburgh University Centre of African 
Studies,4 similar centres across the UK, Europe, America, and Africa itself, 
and many other scholars interested in Africa. Thanks, also, too to all of us 
who are students of peace in Africa. 

The factors influencing the level of peace and development in the 
continent seem to be many, including most of those I have mentioned earlier. 
Millions of people in the region continue to lack the necessities of life, which 
in simple terms include money, food, good roads, electricity, good medical 
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facilities, affordable medical services and so on. Greed, governmental 
corruption, poor education, unemployment, weak security systems and 
other factors combine to cause crimes, terrorism, political violence, and so-
called religious conflicts in some quarters. All of these peace-threatening 
issues must be addressed for peace to be realised, and millions of young 
Africans all over the world desire to see solutions to these problems. 

Unfortunately, young Africans like myself do not have any control over 
the means or resources required to address them, so large do they seem. But 
interestingly, we do and could help in little ways. Some of us in the continent 
have become entrepreneurs, creating opportunities for other young people, 
whom they employ. Others have continued to pursue knowledge, hoping 
to help to transform the continent in the future. Many are civil servants in 
Africa and beyond, and some are part of the forces helping to keep African 
countries safe. Some of us are religious leaders, and still more many young 
men and women have been involved in social activism. 

I have met a number of African students in this University who are 
really troubled by issues such as early marriage, unemployment and other 
problems in their countries. A lawyer who had a Commonwealth scholarship 
has described to me his plans to establish an NGO that will help with waste 
management in Nigeria in a way that is environment-friendly; and very 
recently, in March 2019, I saw a video about a Nigerian student in the USA 
who had raised money from donors to build classrooms in his community 
in Nigeria. These are some of the ways in which young African men and 
women try to (re)build Africa. Even those in African countries continue to 
be productive, despite the challenges they have, for example, in terms of 
power supply. Actually, examples of young peoples’ positive and impressive 
contributions are numerous. 

In my PhD fieldwork in Nigeria’s capital city Abuja, I usually conclude 
my interviews by asking the participants how young Nigerians could 
help to address the problems in the country. Their answers often relate to 
Nigerians, who have travelled to other countries for studies and training. 
Responses suggest that they should be encouraged to bring the skills they 
have acquired into the country, into civil service, politics, educational 
institutions, and the economy. Particularly, they are mostly happy to hear 
that I was a lecturer at the University of Nigeria, Nsukka before I left for my 
PhD, and that I would resume my post after my study. 

Conclusion

The path to peace and development in Africa consists of multiple variables 
and actors, young and old, at different levels of the African countries. 

I do think that it will be immensely helpful, if we young Africans never 
fail to think about what we can do for our communities, countries, and for 
our continent. Interestingly, despite the challenges within it, the continent 
has been a land of opportunities for many and continues to have immense 
potential for advancement. Maybe John F Kennedy had also thought about 
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us as he said those words in January 1961: ‘And so, my fellow Americans, 
ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your 
country’.  Together, we can help to create an Africa ‘where the strong are 
just, and the weak are secure, and the peace preserved.’5

Acknowledgments

What I have received from the UK, and therefore what I can use in my 
service in Nigeria, transcends degrees and academic skills. I have learnt 

more about kindness from the beautiful people in the country, who have 
helped me to pursue my dreams in very memorable ways. For example, after 
I was accepted onto a PhD programme in the Edinburgh University Divinity 
School, I needed an address in the UK to apply for a visa. I had to speak to 
my Master’s degree project supervisor, Professor Elizabeth Harris, for some 
advice. She was and has continued to be a reliable academic mentor. She 
spoke to Mr Donald Stubbings, her friend in Edinburgh, who then spread the 
message to the Iona Community Associates in Edinburgh. Luckily for me, 
Mrs Jenny Martin and her husband Dr Niall Martin, both of whom remain 
members of this group, agreed to help. 

I can remember that the day on which I received their first e-mail was 
a wonderful one for me, as it would not have been possible for me to get 
a study visa, if I did not have a residential address in the UK where I 
would stay, even though I had as much money as I needed for temporary 
accommodation in a hotel. Without the support from Professor Harris, Dr 
and Mrs Martin, and Mr Stubbings, I probably would not have commenced 
my PhD programme in 2017. Whenever I mentioned to Jenny that I was 
extremely grateful to her and her husband for their help, and that I did not 
even know how to pay them back, she would say: “Just be kind to people 
and help younger ones to pursue their dreams when you can.” To appreciate 
them, I shall never forget this advice. By the way, Jenny and Niall are both 
alumni of our great University. 
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University of Edinburgh General Council
Half Yearly Meeting

on Saturday 15th June in the McEwan Hall

The next statutory half-yearly meeting for members of the 
General Council will be held in the McEwan Hall, Foyer 4, 

at 10.15 am on Saturday 15 June 2019. 
Registration, tea and coffee will be available from 9.30am.

It is to be followed by:

The University and Africa: Past, Present and Future

A programme of events, open to General Council members and their 
guests, showcasing the University of Edinburgh’s engagement with 
Africa, past, present and future.
The programme will run from 11.15 am to 3.00 pm and will include a 
light buffet lunch and a musical interlude in the auditorium, giving 
participants the opportunity to move around this splendid space, 
engaging with an array of exhibits.
The programme will include formal presentations, a panel discussion, 
a film and an opportunity to engage with staff and students engaged in 
a range of important projects which consider progress, prospects and 
challenges for the University’s work with and in Africa, including:

- African alumni from the past, in the photographic exhibition 
UncoverEd, to today’s Mastercard scholars and their future plans
- Tackling infections to Benefit Africa (TIBA) in medical research, 
and Supporting Evidence-Based Interventions (SEBI) for livestock
- The work of the Global Justice Academy in Africa
- The Tshiologong Digital Innovation Precinct

General Council Half Yearly Meetings are open to all General Council 
members and are free to attend. Those attending are asked to sign the 
Register on the day.  
For the Africa Event, advance booking and pre-payment is required by 
Thursday 30 May 2019.
Members are welcome to bring guests to the open events which form 
part of these half yearly occasions.
Please note that this event will be filmed and photographed for promotional 
materials and for publication  on the General Council website: 

www.general-council.ed.ac.uk
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University of Edinburgh's First African-
American Student? Jesse Ewing Glasgow Jr
by Peter B Freshwater
Peter B Freshwater is Editor of the Journal and has a continuing interest in the 
history of overseas students at Edinburgh University.

The recent exhibition Strike for Freedom in the National Library of 
Scotland on the abolitionist, Frederick Douglass, in Scotland, drew 
attention to, among many other people, places and themes, an early 

African-American student at Edinburgh University. He is probably the first 
who has hitherto been identified as such. He is well documented as a gifted 
and, indeed, a prize-winning student, but a search for the first overseas 
students at the University a few years ago failed to find him1, largely because 
I wasn’t then able to look for him in the right places.

First of all, while his full name, Jesse Ewing Glasgow (1837-1860), 
is obviously American, the version that he himself often used, J Ewing 
Glasgow, looks Scottish, and the fact that he came from Philadelphia 
USA did not identify him as an African American. Second, he was an 
Arts student, not a Medical one, although at least one later writer does 
mistakenly describe him as Medical. By and large, Arts students are less 
well documented historically than Medical ones. Third, he did not graduate: 
this was not unusual but, in fact, Glasgow died in Edinburgh in December 
1860 after completing his second year, so he does not appear in any list of 
graduates. Edinburgh’s first African American graduate, George Rice, came 
later to the University, was indeed a medical man, and graduated MB CM 
in 18742; and Scotland’s first African American student and graduate was 
James McCune Smith, who had graduated at Glasgow University with an 
MD in 1837. Fourth, Ewing first matriculated in 1857 and again in 1858, 
shortly before the University reorganised itself and its student records in 
the wake of the Universities (Scotland) Act, 1858; in terms of biographical 
data in his matriculation records, there wasn’t much to find there. Recent 
family history and other research has, however, revealed more biographical 
information; it is accessible on the internet via an Edinburgh Global project 
UncoverEd: Interrogating Edinburgh’s Imperial History as a Global University.3, 4 

Glasgow appears to have been born in about 1837 in Philadelphia to a 
free whitewasher, Jesse Glasgow Sr, who was also an activist in the African 
American community of Philadelphia, and whose name appears as a 
signatory, with that of Frederick Douglass and many others, on a broadside 
sheet Men of Color. To Arms! To Arms! Now or Never during the Civil War. 
Jesse Jr was educated at the Institute for Colored Youth in Philadelphia, from 
which he was its first graduate in 1856. He came to Edinburgh University 
in 1857, matriculating as an Arts student, and winning a Senior First Class 
Prize in Greek at the end of his first year, 1857/58 and a Second Class Prize 
in Mathematics in his second, 1858/59. Why he failed to matriculate for 
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a third year is not clear, perhaps because of ill health. He died tragically 
early, of pulmonary consumption (i.e. tuberculosis, aka TB) at no. 10, Hill 
Place, Edinburgh, a tenement building in which several householders took 
in student lodgers or boarders, on 20 December 1860. His death certificate 
notes that he was buried in Newington Burying Ground, now Newington 
Cemetery. Before he died, however, he had written and published a forty-
seven-page booklet on The Harpers Ferry Insurrection: Being an Account of the 
Late Outbreak in Virginia, and of the Trial and Execution of Captain John Brown, 
Its Hero (Edinburgh: Myles McPhail, 1860). A copy is preserved in New 
College Library, Edinburgh.

References:

1. Peter B Freshwater, ‘The earliest University of Edinburgh Students from outside 
Scotland – Part I: Africa and America’.  University of Edinburgh Journal, 43(1), June 
2007, 18-23.

2. Edward H Cohen, ‘W. E. Henley’s “A student”: a Black medical student at 
Edinburgh in the early 1870s.’  University of Edinburgh Journal, 35(2), December 1991, 
94-97

3. Hannah McGurk, ‘Uncovered: Interrogating Edinburgh’s Imperial History as 
a Global University’. http://www.teaching-matters-blog.ed.ac.uk/uncovered-
interrogating-edinburghs-imperial-history-as-a-global-university/  Noted 26 
January 2019

4. LCL Remarks on the Death of Jesse Ewing Glasgow Jr.  http://www.teaching-
matters-blog.ed.ac.uk/uncovered-interrogating-edinburghs-imperial-history-as-
a-global-university/  Noted 26 January 2019
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‘Citizens of Nowhere’ Like Me Still Have 
No Clarity on Brexit
by Paris Gourtsoyannis
On the day the UK was slated to leave the EU, Scotsman Westminster Correspondent 
(and University of Edinburgh graduate) Paris Gourtsoyannis writes a very personal 
account of the Brexit turmoil. It appeared in The Scotsman on Friday 29 March 
2019 and is reprinted here by kind permission of The Scotsman and the author. 
Readers can view the original article on The Scotsman website at: https://www.
scotsman.com/news/opinion/paris-gourtsoyannis-citizens-of-nowhere-
like-me-still-have-no-clarity-on-brexit-1-4897909

I’ve thought a lot about this column, because this is 
Brexit day. It’s ‘Brexit Day’ and we are still no closer 
to having any answers on what the future holds for 

the UK or the people who choose to live here.  Of course, 
it isn’t anymore, but for nearly two years, it was – so I’ve 
had months to wonder what my thoughts would be on 
29 March. The name gives it away – I’m not from around 
here. And if you’ve read anything by me in the middle 
pages of The Scotsman – under the civic, inclusive banner 
of “Scottish Perspective” – you’ll know I’ve drawn on 
my background as someone who is Canadian by birth, 
and who lived for most of the first half of their life in 
Belgium. But the reason I’m able to live and work in this country is because 
I’m a Greek citizen and a European. I started this job almost three years 
ago, not quite a month before the EU referendum. Like too many people, I 
began by thinking Brexit would be tidied away and politics would get back 
to normal. Then one of the stories I covered in those first weeks was Jo Cox’s 
murder and that sense quickly disappeared. 

Out of politeness, probably, no-one has asked how I’ve covered Brexit 
as object rather than subject, but it’s been easy, actually. I’d stand by 
the objectivity of my work, and if I’ve had both distance and a unique 
perspective compared with most of the Westminster lobby, all the better. 
The journalism bit has been easy. The rest, less so. I’ve lived in the UK for 
13-and-a-half years. As an English-speaking third-culture kid, the UK felt 
like the centre of the world. There were always British newspapers in the 
house – the first front page I can remember announced the arrival of “Cool 
Britannia”. Cable TV came with the BBC, so my after-school window on 
the world looked into the Blue Peter studio and Byker Grove. Wanting to 
become a journalist owes a lot to Kate Adie, live from Kosovo. Even though 
I’d barely been to Britain – a weekend trip to London, and Stonehenge – by 
the time I was 18 and deciding where to study, I didn’t question coming to 
the UK. The Greek passport decided where I ended up: in Scotland, I could 
study for free (to the chagrin of some SNP ministers now fighting to keep 
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the UK in the EU). I landed in Edinburgh a few days before classes started 
and didn’t leave for a decade. I don’t need to explain that part to anyone 
who isn’t from Glasgow. 

Perhaps the only things I’ve lost are my illusions. Like everyone, I’ve 
tried to understand the experiences and feelings driving today’s politics. I 
probably started at a disadvantage – those newspapers on the kitchen table 
were always The Times, The Guardian and The Independent. The moment it 
hit me wasn’t the sleepless night of the referendum result, but months later, 
in a Birmingham concert hall, when the Prime Minister announced that “if 
you believe you are a citizen of the world, you are a citizen of nowhere”. She 
could have been speaking to me. Compared to other EU nationals, I’m lucky; 
no elderly parents to look after, no spouse or children to uproot. Financially, 
I don’t have the freedom to pick up and leave for somewhere else; even if I 
could, in my adult life this is the only home I’ve known. But I have options 
and could work somewhere else if I need to. That would hardly be a national 
tragedy, but think of all the teachers, nurses, chefs, researchers, doctors, farm 
workers and cleaners who are in the same position, doing jobs the economy 
needs. EU nationals have been offered settled status, an option to sign up 
for slightly diminished rights. It comes with the requirement to accept what 
amounts to an identity card, something deemed politically unacceptable for 
British citizens. How I’m meant to accept that, in a political environment 
dominated by talk of freedom, sovereignty and self-respect, I can’t quite 
work out. Foreigners who have made their lives in this country do face a 
knock at the door in the early hours – obviously, as a white, middle-class 
person, that isn’t me. 

What is true is that I once imagined myself here indefinitely, doing the 
ordinary things of life; building a career, buying a house, starting a family, 
even becoming a British citizen. The past three years have felt like a long, 
slow goodbye to the possibility of those things. Thinking a few months ago 
about how to explain that life in this column, my mind went to all the people 
I’ve met in this country, the places I’ve been, the things I’ve done, and I’m 
only a bit ashamed to admit I sat down and cried. Britain today isn’t what I 
thought it was thirteen years ago, and neither is my place in it.

Things change and maybe my window on it was too small. Maybe the 
mistake was mine, maybe I’m wrong now. But it’s Brexit day and I still don’t 
have any answers. Neither do three million other EU nationals, or indeed 
anyone who lives here. It’s past time we found out what the future holds.
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Lawn Tennis at Edinburgh University
by Alan Chainey
Alan Chainey is a retired member of Sport and Exercise at the University (April 1972 
to October 2002) and was Director 1983 to 2002. He coached the Men's University 
Football club (1972 to 1982) and has remained involved with the Club, currently 
serving as Honorary President. His interests include family, football, golf and tennis. 

Lawn Tennis, to give the game its historic title, would appear to be a 
sporting recreation ideal for University students (and staff) for, once 
the basic skills have been acquired, it is a game which can be played 

well into advanced years. However, in the Scottish climate there is a need 
to marry outdoor court provision with some indoor facilities if the sport is 
to be played regularly on a year-round basis, with coaching programmes to 
augment competitive and recreational play. Few universities have chosen 
to give a high priority to the facilities for this sport and, in many respects, 
despite a strong tradition of student tennis at the University this has been 
and remains the case at Edinburgh. 

While lawn tennis hardly features in Sport, Scotland and the Scots 
edited by Grant Jarvie and John Burnett,1 there was tennis being played 
in Edinburgh on indoor courts at Raeburn Place from the mid 1870s. Sir 
James Patten MacDougall, who as James Patten makes claim to be the 
first Champion of Scotland in 1878, offers an account of the early years 
of Edinburgh tennis; this is reprinted in chapter XV of Colonel Usher’s 
The Story of Edinburgh University Athletic Club.2, 3 In truth much of this pre-
dates the formation of a student club and many of the central characters 
are drawn from Edinburgh’s nobility. Records of tennis at the University 
commence in May 1889 with a men’s team taking part in a tournament at 
Glasgow University Sports, and later in matches played against Mayfield 
and Dean Clubs in Edinburgh. The Scottish Lawn Tennis Association 
dates from 1895, and the University was prominent in competition for 
the Scottish Cup in many of the early years. For several years University 
tennis was strengthened by a partnership with the Whitehouse Club, 
with its courts located behind the Warrender Park Baths. Unfortunately, 
the Whitehouse Club facilities were lost in 1902, causing the University 
Club to cease to exist for a brief period, but six courts were laid out at 
the University’s Craiglockhart Playing Fields, which had opened in May 
1896. The University regularly fielded three or more teams in the East of 
Scotland Leagues and its players were often prominent in the Scottish 
Championships. The Drill Hall at Forrest Road was a popular Saturday 
morning venue in the winter months. Individuals such as P D B Spence, 
from South Africa, achieved notable successes in the Scottish and British 
championships, and in later years Spence registered a win in the Mixed 
Doubles at Wimbledon with Miss E Ryan from the USA (1928). 

Three courts had been constructed at King’s Buildings in 1922 and 
provided the base for the University Women’s Tennis Club, formed in 1924.4 
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A further three courts were added in 1928, two more in 1932 and this led 
to the amalgamation of the men and women into one club. Facilities were 
minimal adjacent to the courts, with changing and social provision some 
300 yards away within the KB Student Union. Boosted by a frequent intake 
of highly talented players, the student teams gained considerable club 
success in the East of Scotland Leagues and also in the Scottish Universities 
Leagues and Championships. As the Science and Engineering academic 
programmes grew within the University, there was a related rise in demand 
for space for building development, and the sports facilities at KB were early 
casualties with court numbers reduced to 
eight, then six, and by 1970 back to four. 
The Women’s Athletic Club programme 
had already transferred its home base to 
Peffermill Playing Fields and for the 1970 
Commonwealth Games a Blaise surface 
training athletics track was constructed. 
Within the oval of the track eight Tennis 
courts were laid out in summer months, but 
this was often a wind-swept site and there 
was an absence of netting to separate the 
courts. In winter the area was converted to 
two field hockey pitches (and training areas 
for football). Tennis provision at Peffermill 
disappeared in 1985 with the laying of the 
University’s first artificial grass pitch for 
field hockey on the site. 

Along with the University Swimming Club and the Athletics Club, the 
Tennis Club could justifiably feel that there was a need to make the case 
(publicised by printed tee shirts and posters) for asking ‘What no Pool/
Track/Courts?’. These were all clubs with strong performance traditions, but 
there was a lack of the basic facilities for their sport within the University. 
Hiring external local authority (or privately owned) facilities for use by the 
student clubs was a difficult and far from ideal alternative, with very limited 
scope for introducing individuals to these sports. 

Founded in 1583 the University of Edinburgh is very much the Tounis 
University and part of the living City. Although the King’s Buildings, the 
new Edinburgh Royal Infirmary and the Easter Bush sites have all housed a 
great deal of development in recent times, the major part of the University is 
interwoven with the City, and developments and re-developments continue 
on a major scale on the south side of the City centre. Dedicated space and 
facilities for sport (and for student amenities) form a major part of ongoing 
development plans, but it is a huge task to provide for nearly 40,000 students 
and some 12,000 staff. In the case of student sport, the Edinburgh University 
Sports Union accommodates the programmes of over sixty sports clubs. 
The scale and quality of developments in recent times on the Holyrood 
and Pleasance sites, at Peffermill Playing fields, at Firbush Point Centre 
(on Loch Tay) and at Easter Bush, is very impressive and services academic 

Alan Chainey
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programmes in addition to the sport and exercise needs of the University 
and, wherever possible, the wider community. 

Judith Erskine, who came to study at the University in the late 1970s 
(BA 1981) after a brief spell of playing professionally, was one of a number 
of highly talented tennis-playing students who must have been frustrated 
by the poverty of playing and training facilities at the University. Further 
pressures arose on the ‘summer sports’ of athletics, cricket and tennis as 
the examination diet was pulled back to an earlier start within the summer 
term. These clubs found it increasingly difficult to fulfil the full schedules 
of fixtures in East of Scotland Leagues and other Scottish competitions and 
over time all withdrew their team commitments. 

With plans being advanced for the development of post-graduate 
student accommodation on the site of the remaining tennis courts at King’s 
Buildings, the search for alternative tennis provision became urgent and, in 
Autumn 1988, the University took forward to planning a partnership with 
a tennis development company which would have given eight indoor and 
seven outdoor courts, a pool, other leisure facilities and related services, 
on the Cameron Bank field at Peffermill. There would be guaranteed and 
priority usage for the University Tennis Club and University students and 
staff but alas, despite backing from the University Court, the project was 
narrowly defeated at the local authority planning stage, and a subsequent 
appeal to the Secretary of State for Scotland failed to gain approval. 

With developments taking place at King’s Buildings the University was 
without tennis courts for 1991 and again in 1992. In partnership with the 
Scottish Sports Council Peffermill became home to three outdoor clay courts 
with floodlighting in summer 1992, part of an investigative programme by 
the Scottish LTA seeking to establish the suitability of clay court surfaces 
within Scotland. Planning permission was obtained for a further three courts 
but, alas, the project was aborted in 1997 after the site proved too exposed. 
Three tennis courts with a polymeric hard-court surface were incorporated 
within the developments to the upgrading of the artificial pitch facilities for 
field hockey in 2002, but once again this proved short-lived and these lightly 
used courts were converted to five-a-side football courts in a subsequent 
phase of Peffermill development. 

Despite the tireless efforts of Dame Judy Murray (née Erskine) to promote 
and develop British tennis, and the outstanding international successes 
achieved by her sons over the past 15 years, the sport has struggled to grow 
at both the levels of performance and participation. Within Scotland the 
network of clubs and facilities is a fragmented one on a modest scale and, 
although club membership numbers have grown by some 40% in the past 
decade to over 50,000, this is still modest. 

There is justifiable concern that the legacy of Sir Andrew (‘Andy’) Murray 
and Jamie Murray and of Gordon Reid (Para Olympic and major winner) 
will be lost unless facilities, programmes and participation are driven 
forward by significant initiatives. The achievements of Andy Murray, with 
two Wimbledon Singles titles, a US Open Singles title, two Olympic Gold 
Singles titles and a very major part played in Great Britain lifting the Davis 
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Cup, place him among the greatest of British male sportsmen. Andy and his 
brother Jamie (a winner of six major doubles titles and himself a significant 
contributor to the Davis Cup success) spent a major part of their teenage 
years based in Spain as they sought the facilities, coaching and competition 
to lay the foundations for their professional careers in the sport. If Scotland 
is to contribute to sustained sporting excellence in British tennis, and 
if participation and interest in the sport is to grow, then development of 
facilities (indoor and outdoor) is essential. 

The LTA and Sportscotland announced a £15M project to increase 
significantly the number of indoor tennis courts, and to increase participation 
in Scottish tennis, in the next decade. Judy Murray’s own experience in 
seeking to take forward a major indoor and outdoor tennis initiative at 
Park of Keir near Dunblane, and our own experience at the University have 
demonstrated the difficulties faced in planning for an improved future for 
tennis in Scotland. As commercial operators such as the David Lloyd Centres 
know from experience, indoor tennis courts require considerable specific 
space and conditions. Income from alternative usage, when not required for 
tennis, is not easily generated. 

Today’s University student Tennis Club makes use of the outdoor courts 
on the Meadows and, on a limited basis, the indoor courts at Craiglockhart 
where Tennis Scotland has its base. 

Judy Murray was awarded an Honorary doctorate by the University in 
October 2013. Perhaps in time the University will find a way to provide 
a better base for participation in the sport of tennis within the University 
estate. That would be a fitting acknowledgement of her and her family’s 
massive contribution to the sport in Britain.  

The websites of Tennis Scotland (www3.lta.org.uk/in-your-area/
Scotland) and the Lawn Tennis Association (www.lta.org.uk) provide 
much up to date information on the state of tennis in Great Britain. 
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Of Freedom and Human Agency: An Analysis 
of Luther’s and Gutiérrez’s Understanding              
by Ann Gillian Chu
Ann Gillian Chu grew up in Hong Kong as a Canadian and graduated from the 
University of Edinburgh with Master of Arts (Honours) in English Language. In 
a turn of events, she became a Chartered Accountant by profession. She graduated 
from Regent College in Vancouver, BC, with a Master of Divinity, and is now 
completing her Doctor of Philosophy (Divinity) with the University of St. Andrews.

Editorial note: When it was founded in 1583, Edinburgh’s College of King James VI 
(later to become the University of Edinburgh) was the only Reformation university 
in Scotland or, indeed, in the whole of Great Britain; and would remain so for over 
one hundred years. By an Act of Parliament in 1621, King James formally recognised 
the College, which had begun branding itself as the country’s Reformation college. 
The continuing interest in and study of Reformation theology at Edinburgh is a 
welcome reminder that the University’s Reformation tradition is with us still.

Martin Luther, the German 
theologian who initiated 
the Reformation, argues 

that humans cannot achieve freedom 
for themselves because they do not 
understand free will (Luther, 175–179). 
Conversely, Gustavo Gutiérrez, the 
twentieth-century Latin American 
liberation theologian, argues that 
human progression begins with 
the awareness of freedom, and that 
critical thinking leads to real freedom 
(Gutiérrez, 17–22). This essay will argue 
that the primary difference between 
Luther’s and Gutiérrez’s approaches to 
freedom is each theologian’s approach 
to human agency: Luther theorises that 
humans have no agency as they cannot 
fully comprehend their own actions, 
while Gutiérrez argues that it is human 
agency through action that leads to 
theological reflection. Nonetheless, 
this comparison is limited by each 
theologian’s definition of ‘freedom’, 
which differs with each of their 
personal context and is therefore not 
strictly comparable.
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First, summaries of Luther’s and 
Gutiérrez’s arguments. Luther argues 
that freedom is possible only through 
the Word of God. This is why, in 
Luther’s view, faith does not induce 
humans to wickedness, but leads instead 
to complete trust in God’s truthfulness 
and righteousness to do the right thing 
(Luther, 53–60). His argument raises the 
question: Can humans only obey authority 
without free will? Are obedience to 
authority and free will incompatible? 
By contrast, Gutiérrez understands 
theology as a critical reflection of church 
and society, both of which are subject to 
change, which is why the focus should 
not be on one historical interpretation of 
orthodoxy. For Gutiérrez, human action 
is the point of departure for reflection; 
therefore, actions are as important as the 
formulation of truths. Hence Gutiérrez argues that communion with God 
means service to others, and theology entails critical reflection of human 
principles (Gutiérrez, 3–12).

Second, a comparative analysis of how Luther and Gutiérrez understand 
human agency. There are similarities in how they understand human 
agency: both of them emphasise sin in relation to the human freedom to 
love God and others (Luther, 489–500, Gutiérrez, 3–25, 83–105). Luther 
argues that pretending to keep the peace is less important than telling the 
truth, as the Word teaches freedom in all matters and must not be confined 
(Luther, 42–85). Gutiérrez argues that salvation emphasises the importance 
of achieving justice in this world (Gutiérrez, 83–105). Moreover, Luther 
argues that there is no contingency in God (Luther, 180–184). Gutiérrez 
rejects the possibility of things happening by chance, and argues that 
behind an unjust structure there must be personal or collective evil that 
rejects God and neighbours (Gutiérrez, 22–24).

While Luther and Gutiérrez both emphasise sin and freedom, truth 
and justice, and lack of contingency, there are differences in how the 
two theologians understand human agency. Luther’s understanding of 
freedom is soteriological: he argues that faith unites human souls with 
Christ through salvation, which depends on God’s free will rather than on 
human will, as God’s will is immutable (Luther, 83–105, 175–179, 199–202). 
This is why Luther argues that free will can only be used to describe God, 
as human will can, ultimately, be overruled by God’s free will (Luther, 
187–190, 199–200). Conversely, Gutiérrez’s understanding of freedom 
is political and socio-theological: he understands political liberation as 
humanity’s self-creation in individual contexts (Gutiérrez, 17–22, 83–105). 

Ann Gillian Chu
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Moreover, Luther focuses on internal change, arguing that it is the result of 
believers’ personal faith and relationship with God and His church (Luther, 
489–500). In contrast, Gutiérrez focuses on external change, arguing that 
the attempt to eradicate sin through external change is a process of bringing 
justice to the world (Gutiérrez, 13–25). Luther emphasises God’s agency 
and argues that God knows nothing contingently, and that God’s will is 
changeless, while human will is mutable (Luther, 180–184). Meanwhile, 
Gutiérrez places the emphasis on human agency by exposing corruption 
and liberation as human political actions (Gutiérrez, 83–105). Luther 
argues that God’s justice differs from human justice, and that only God 
can judge the meaning of justice (Luther, 200–202). By contrast, Gutiérrez 
argues that theological reflection on human agency through history is 
an effort to understand faith in life and action for both individuals and 
communities (Gutiérrez, 3–12).

Third, an evaluation of the strengths and weaknesses of the two 
positions. The strength of Luther’s position is his emphasis on trust in 
God’s providential guidance (Luther, 190–192), which contrasts with 
that of Gutiérrez, who places too much power in the hands of those who 
control the economy: he argues that those in control encourage change 
without challenging that system, discouraging genuine transformation. 
The weakness of Luther’s position is that, as a product of his time, he 
was bound by the world view of the feudal system, and therefore did not 
consider issues of oppression and liberation, as does Gutiérrez in his post-
colonial society (Gutiérrez, 13–25).

The strength of Gutiérrez’s position 
is his discussion of the oppression and 
liberation of post-colonial society, which 
was not a consideration in Luther’s time. 
Moreover, liberation theologians’ use 
of Marxist humanistic approaches in 
conveying Christian concepts reflects 
similar uses of Greek philosophy by 
early church fathers (Gutiérrez, 13–25). 
The weakness of Gutiérrez’s position lies 
in his claim that Latin America needs 
a unique theology while, in fact, Latin 
America and the contemporary Western 
world have much more in common than, 
say, the contemporary Western world 
and the early church period (Gutiérrez, 
3–12). Furthermore, Gutiérrez primarily 
draws his source materials from Roman Catholic encyclicals, which are 
part of the Western theology (Gutiérrez, 13–25). As doctrine develops from 
the ecclesiastical tradition of interpreting scripture to visualize the central 
confessions of the Christian faith, there is no need for each geographic 
location to develop its own theology. Instead, contemporary theologians 
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should consider the work developed over centuries by the Christian tradition 
when entering into a new dialogue within their contemporary context. 

In conclusion, the primary difference between Luther’s and Gutiérrez’s 
understanding of freedom lies in each theologian’s views on human 
agency. Luther emphasises God’s agency in order to demonstrate human 
helplessness and the need to turn to God, while Gutiérrez emphasises the 
way in which human action affects theological reflections and political 
liberation, as humans participate in the continuation of God’s creation. 
Both manners of understanding human action are important as a system 
of checks and balances in the Christian life: Christians must rely on the 
omnipotence of God while understanding that they are also active agents 
in the world, and that their actions have consequences.
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In the Winter 2019 issue of the Journal we shall continue our occasional 
tradition of printing inaugural lectures. The next will be that of:

Celeste-Marie Bernier
Professor of United States and Atlantic Studies, 

who delivered her inaugural lecture 
Suffering, Struggle, Survival: 

200 Years of African Atlantic Art and Authorship (1818-2018)
on 5 October 2018 in the Playfair Library Hall, Old College

Prof Bernier explores how artists and writers on both sides of the 
Atlantic address the themes of slavery, the slave trade and their legacies 
in today’s world. Associated with her lecture was the publication by 
Edinburgh University Press of her and Andrew Taylor’s book:
If I Survive: Frederick Douglass and Family in the Walter O Evans Collection
We are please to inclue a review by Prof Sir Geoff Palmer in this issue 
of the Journal on page 64.
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Bartholomew’s Maps: a Cartographic Window 
into Edinburgh’s Past
by Chris Fleet
Chris Fleet is Map Curator at the National Library of Scotland, where he has worked 
since 1994. His main focus has been on digital mapping and putting maps online, 
but he has also written and spoken widely on maps of Scotland and Edinburgh. He 
is a co-author of several popular map history books, including Scotland: Mapping 
the Nation (2011), Edinburgh: Mapping the City (2014), Scotland: Mapping 
the Islands (2016), and Scotland: Defending the Nation (2018).

Edinburgh has a distinguished cartographic heritage. A number of 
leading surveyors lived in Edinburgh, which was also the centre of 
national cartographic initiatives, including the Roy Military Survey 

of Scotland (1747-55) and John Thomson’s Atlas of Scotland project (1818-32). 
From the eighteenth century onwards, the city also grew to become a major 
centre of expertise in engraving, and as this expanded to include printing 
in the nineteenth century, a few leading Edinburgh map publishers became 
justly famous all over the world.

One of these publishers was John Bartholomew & Son Ltd (as the firm 
became from 1919). We look first at the history of the Bartholomew family 
who ran the firm, before looking briefly at the Bartholomew Archive in the 
National Library of Scotland. We then look at a few special maps of Edinburgh 
that were drafted and printed by Bartholomew, and the particular insights 
these give into the history of Edinburgh.

The Bartholomew Family

The Bartholomew family had their own life cycle over six generations 
and two centuries. They began working as engravers for other printers 

and publishers in the early 19th century, before forming a printing and then 
cartographic publishing company in their own right. The firm survived for 
over a century before its takeover in the 1980s.

The early Bartholomews were very much engravers, who worked for 
some of the finest engravers in Edinburgh - the firm of Lizars, both Daniel 
and his son, William Home Lizars. The standard way of printing maps from 
the 16th century had been from a copper-plate engraving, and all the 19th-
century Bartholomews spent years perfecting this art. George Bartholomew 
(1784-1871) was the first engraver in the family, and both he and his son John 
Bartholomew Senior (1805-1861) were apprenticed to Lizars. His son John 
Junior (1831-1893) trained with his father, then with the famous German 
geographer, August Petermann. In the second half of the 19th century 
German cartography was widely admired for its technical and intellectual 
sophistication, and John Senior’s son and grandson both spent part of their 
apprentice years in Germany. Following this experience, he expanded 
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Bartholomew’s Plan of the City of Edinburgh with Leith & Suburbs, reduced from the Ordnance 
Survey […] (1893), showing the location of Bartholomew’s ‘Edinburgh Geographical 
Institute’ on Park Road, Newington, adjacent to Nelson’s Parkside Publishing Works.

The first instalment of the prestigious Times Survey Atlas of the World, leaving 
Bartholomew’s Duncan Street premises in 1919.
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the firm and introduced three new steam presses for colour lithographic 
printing, as well as travelling to North America to increase business. 

Arguably it was under John George Bartholomew (1860-1920), that the firm 
entered a new era. In spite of a life-long tubercular condition, John George 
continually drove himself and the firm to rise above the odds, expanding 
production, innovating, and introducing new techniques - through him most 
of all, Bartholomew became a household name around the world.

John George studied at Edinburgh University, and in 1884, aged only 24 
years, he founded the Royal Scottish Geographical Society. He succeeded his 
father in 1888, aged only 28. It is difficult to distill his many achievements 
down. He introduced new business methods and organisation (the bulk of 
the Bartholomew Archive dates from the 1880s) and he moved to share the 
printing works with Thomas Nelson at Park Road. 

Purpose-built new premises followed in 1911 at Duncan Street, where 
the firm remained until 1995. The firm also expanded its publishing output, 
rather than just printing maps for others to publish.  Major atlases included 
the Survey Atlas of Scotland (1895) and two volumes of the ambitious Physical 
Atlas: Meteorology (1899) and Zoogeography (1911), based on the Berghaus 
Physikalischer Atlas.  With a fine colour sense, he developed his father’s 
innovative layer colouring.  By this time the firm was almost entirely 
involved with map production. For John George, cartography was a high 
art with a broader moral purpose, a way of visualising the world in new 
ways, to understand and appreciate it better, and so making the world a 
better place.

John George’s eldest son, John (Ian) Bartholomew (1890-1962), studied 
in Leipzig, Paris and Edinburgh, and saw distinguished service in the First 
World War.  He completed the Times Survey Atlas (1922) and later The Mid-
Century edition of the Times Atlas of the World (1955-60), a leading world 
reference atlas. His sons, John C. (1923-2008) [who served a term as President 
of the Graduates’ Association], Peter H. (1924-87) and Robert G. (1927-2017) 
were the last generation of the family in the business, and continued to 
maintain the firm among world leading map publishers. They retired in 
1980 when Reader’s Digest bought out the firm, with News International 
acquiring them in 1985.

The takeover of Bartholomews reflects the profound changes in economics 
and technology that affected publishing and cartography. As a family firm, 
they survived much longer than many other Edinburgh cartographers and 
publishers, but they could not escape from the globalisation of workflows 
and business, as well as new digital technologies that have completely 
transformed the practical craft of map-making.

The Bartholomew Archive

The Bartholomew Archive is one of the most extensive cartographic 
archives that survives in a public institution. In sheer figures alone it is 

impressive, including:
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- 110 metres of Business Records, ca 1820-1992, the main archive 
of the firm
- 177 bound volumes, 60 boxes and 16 map drawers of the firm’s 
Printing Record, 1877-2002. This is a copy of every item printed 
by Bartholomew over 125 years
- Bartholomew Library of ca. 1,100 atlases and books, their 
internal reference library
- ca 20,000 printed and proof sheets of maps used for reference or 
as preparation copies, ca.1821-1992
- ca 3,000 engraved copper (and some steel and zinc) printing 
plates, c.1878-1957, the masters for their printed maps
- ca 6,000 glass plates, 1920s-1950s, the masters for their lithographic 
printed maps

Bartholomew Mapping

It is impossible to do justice to the range and variety of Bartholomew’s 
mapping, so we here look at just three maps in detail, all dating from the 

late 19th to the early 20th centuries. These look in turn at health, lighting, and 
drink and are also good illustrations of Bartholomew’s thematic mapping - 
using a plain street background and a coloured overlay to communicate 
information on a particular theme or subject. All maps are political in a 
sense in that they select some things over others or represent some people 
or their interests better than others, but these maps are also political in the 
more important sense that they encourage their readers to think and act in 
certain ways.

Distributions of Tuberculosis, 1892

The upper map on page 50 plots the locations of the first 1,000 cases of 
tuberculosis recorded by the new Victoria Dispensary during 1887-90. 

It is interesting not only for how widespread the cases were, but also for 
their uneven concentrations. The worst-affected areas were the Old Town 
and South Side, and westwards to Gorgie, in strong contrast to the New 
Town and other outlying suburbs which had just a small scatter of cases. 
The map is by Dr Robert Philip, who founded the Victoria Dispensary for 
Consumption and Diseases of the Chest, and are included with a detailed 
paper presented by Philip to the Medico-Chirurgical Society of Edinburgh 
in March 1892. 

In late 19th century Edinburgh, tuberculosis was responsible for some 
10% of all deaths in 1890. Although the bacillus that caused tuberculosis 
had been identified and described in 1882, the first widespread use of an 
effective vaccine occurred only after the Second World War.

The map illustrates Philip’s empirical and conscientious methods, to 
better understand the disease and improve public health by the right forms 
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of treatment. Patients presenting themselves were placed in one of three 
categories: advanced cases, early onset, and cured patients who required 
isolation or further recuperation in ‘working colonies’. Advanced cases 
were initially sent to the City Fever Hospital, initially in High School Yards, 
but from 1897 to the new Craiglockhart Fever Hospital. Early-onset cases 
were sent to a sanatorium, which was usually the Victoria Hospital for 
Consumption in Craigleith (later the Royal Victoria Hospital), which was 
opened in 1894. Those requiring isolation and rest were often sent to Polton 
Farm Colony, which opened near Lasswade in 1910.

The Dispensary was the first preventative institution of its kind in the 
world, and particularly valuable for the poorer inhabitants of the city. As 
a core component of the Edinburgh Anti-Tuberculosis Scheme, it would 
also have a seminal influence on the development of similar models in 
other towns.

The Introduction of Electric Street Lighting, 1898

The lower map on page 50's neat red lines show the progress of electric 
lighting up from its introduction in 1895 in Edinburgh to 1898. 

Bartholomew printed 200 copies of this map for the Town Council on 11 
February 1898, very much as an in-house tool to illustrate the progress of 
electrification as of that date.

Although there was clearly enthusiasm for the new wonders of electric 
lighting in the late 19th century, the press at the time is full of complaints 
to the contrary. Rather like today, at times it seemed as if virtually all the 
streets and pavements were being dug up simultaneously, and some were 
also unhappy about the large quantities of black smoke belching forth from 
the new power station off Morrison Street. This problem multiplied in 1898 
when the new MacDonald Road power station was constructed to meet 
escalating demand.

Much more serious and alarming were the frequent explosions caused by 
escaping gas fusing with the electric wiring under the streets. On occasion, 
residents were shocked to see paving stones blown out of the ground, 
followed by flames 3-4 feet high, hissing noises, and the fading of nearby 
lamps. Even worse was the location of certain lamps in major thoroughfares 
or running down the middle of Middle Meadow Walk, which as one writer 
to the Scotsman observed were a great inconvenience to the public as well 
as a danger to the blind, being ‘proof of a great want of light amongst civic 
officials of that department’.

Perhaps most fundamentally, the lighting only covered very limited areas 
in the centre of Edinburgh and along certain major thoroughfares out of the 
city. Some streets in the New Town and West End were lit on both sides, 
whilst streets not far away were entirely missed. This and the previous map 
show how there are few things as good as maps for highlighting inequalities 
- we see them changing in their distribution and theme as we travel through 
time - but they are always there.
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R W Philip & J G Bartholomew. Map of Edinburgh showing cases of Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis received at the Victoria Dispensary for Consumption and Diseases of the Chest 
during three years (1892).

Edinburgh Town Council / J G Bartholomew. Street Lighting. Plan of Mains (1898).
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Edinburgh Citizens “No Licence” Council / J Bartholomew, The Heart of Edinburgh (1923)

Alcohol and the Temperance Movement, 1923

The map poster above is a powerful example of cartographic propaganda, 
as well as illustrating the importance of the temperance movement at the 

height of its influence. At one level of course, we all want to trust a map as 
a representation of reality, but maps are arguably one of the most dishonest 
forms of communication. Whilst all maps ‘lie’ in the sense that they select 
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and distort the reality of the world, some do this far better than others; 
Bartholomew’s clever selection of this particular part of Edinburgh, and 
their stark red symbolisation of outlets making available the cursed drink, 
creates a very striking graphic with a clear message. Under the Temperance 
Act of 1913, voters in local wards were allowed to hold a poll on whether 
their area remained ‘wet’ or went ‘dry’. If more than 10% of voters supported 
going dry, a formal poll was then held with three options: ‘No Change’; a 
25% limitation in licences to sell alcohol; or ‘No Licence’, the abolition of all 
existing licences. 

The Edinburgh Citizens ‘No Licence’ Council ordered 500 copies of this 
very large poster, measuring some 30” x 40”, to be displayed at polling 
stations across Edinburgh on 1 December 1923. A map of the whole of 
Edinburgh would have been revealing but would have diluted the message 
so neatly delivered by this dense concentration in the Old Town and South 
Side. In the event, the support for ‘No Change’ in Edinburgh in 1923 grew 
slightly, to 68%, with only 29% in support of ‘No Licence’. For prohibition 
to be implemented, the ‘No Licence’ option required a 55% majority of a 
minimum 35% turnout, and so by a narrow margin, Edinburgh voted to 
stay ‘wet’.

Posters are often quite ephemeral publications, and this one survives 
only because Bartholomews kept a proof copy of everything they printed in 
the Bartholomew Archive Printing Record. 

These three examples show how maps can tell their own stories, not just 
about Edinburgh, but also about the wider historical context and concerns 
of their time periods. They also illustrate the expertise and success of John 
Bartholomew & Son Ltd, one of Edinburgh’s greatest map-makers. We are 
lucky that so much of their Archive survives today, allowing research into 
the firm and their history, as well as their mapping of Edinburgh. 
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We would like to remind members that UEGA will be visiting the 
National Library of Scotland's Map Collection on Friday 28th June 
to view a selection of the Bartholomew Maps. Full details can be 
found on our website at www.uega.co.uk/events, or on page 78.
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Big Cats Conquer Everest Base Camp 

by Lukas Svoboda and Gareth J Legg
Lukas Svoboda was born in Prague, studied Film and Visual Culture at Aberdeen 
University, and is now a freelance photographer living in Edinburgh. Gareth J Legg 
is a former ranger and safari guide in South Africa, and holds a Diploma in Game 
Ranging, Hotel Management, and Nature Conservation from Allenby College; he 
is currently CMO at Brands for Change. As co-founders and members of the Trek 
for Big Cats Team they and others support the work of the Born Free Foundation 
by walking up Mounts Everest and Kilimanjaro in big-cat masks and costumes to 
publicise the plight of the big cats of the world. For more about their work visit: 
www.trekforbigcats.com

After almost a year of planning and a lot of dedication and passion, 
the Trek for Big Cats team have achieved their goal of reaching 
Everest Base Camp. The team had to muster up every ounce 

of energy, one paw at a time, with many factors making the challenge 
even tougher. The high altitude, dust, thin air, fatigue, and the mascots 
being rather cumbersome on the challenging rocky Base Camp trail, our 
expedition nevertheless was a huge success. We had a phenomenal response 
on the trail with trekkers and locals, as well as with local Nepalese news 
and media. 

This fourteen-day trek to Everest Base Camp and back was an amazing 
experience. Our goal was to create more awareness around the plight of 
some of the world’s large iconic cats. We were trekking in three full-length 
custom-handmade costumes representing lion, leopard, and tiger to draw 
attention to the campaign and highlight this conservation issue. 

 We were lucky enough to collaborate with the 
Humble Co and Humble Smile Foundation, a non-
profit organization bringing oral care to people 
in need around the world. Throughout our trek 
we have distributed thousands of eco-friendly 
bamboo toothbrushes to children in Khumbu 
valley to help uplift these very vulnerable and 
remote communities. This project has been done 
through the Himalayan Trust Foundation and its amazing members. 

 The struggles and hardships that the Trek for Big Cats team experienced 
getting to Everest Base Camp paint an interesting analogy. It is the daily 
struggle that the world’s big cats go through to survive in their natural 
environments and in captivity. 

 The Trek for Big Cats team included: Gareth James Legg, who is a former 
ranger and safari guide in South Africa, founder, expedition team leader, 
and the lion; Tracey Bruton who is a current safari guide, co-founder, and 
the leopard; and Lukas Svoboda, freelancer, camera, and the tiger, who 
studied Film and Visual Culture at Aberdeen University. 

Gareth J Legg

http://www.trekforbigcats.com
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Why did we choose big cats? 

Factors threatening the world’s big cats include habitat loss, human-
animal conflict, traditional Chinese medicine, the exotic pet trade, 

‘canned’ hunting, commercial breeding farms, entertainment, disease, and 
poaching. Recently the bone trade industry has boomed. The bones are 
used to make wine for traditional Chinese medicine. The dramatic decline 
of tigers leads to the demand shifting towards lion and leopard bone. These 
factors are all leading to the decline of the world’s big cats. These cats keep 
ecosystems healthy and maintain the predator/prey numbers. 

 They are also very important attractions in eco-tourism and generate 
income for wildlife conservation. Our mascots represent three of the most 
iconic big cats but, in turn, symbolise all of the world’s most endangered 
large cats. Almost all species of wild cats are dramatically declining in 
numbers due to human factors. 

Why did we pick the Himalayas? 

The main reason we chose Everest Base Camp as a final destination for 
our expedition was to draw public attention. It is unusual to meet three 

big masked cats on the trail and, true to say, nearly everybody stopped us, 
and we had a chance to talk to people, take pictures, and highlight the issue. 

How did the expedition go? 

Overall the whole project was a great 
success. We managed to visit some 

schools in the Himalayas where we had the 
opportunity to share our vision and inspire. 
We hope our actions highlighted the issue. The 
trek itself was very challenging and stressful. 

The Expedition team arrived in 
Kathmandu at the Tribhuvan International 
filled with massive hope and anticipation 
of the up and coming big trek to base camp 
dressed as some of the most iconic and 
endangered big cats of the world. We realised 
that what lay ahead for the team was one of 
the biggest adventures of our lifetimes. 

 The next day afternoon there was a big press conference waiting for us. It 
was organized by Mr Mohan Lamsal from Makalu Adventures, our Everest 
Base Camp tour operator. This unusual expedition captured the attention 
of many national and local media and by the end there were around thirty 
journalists including four Nepalese TV channels. They have been truly 
interested in our conservation trek and the charity work we have been doing. 

 After the conference we walked through the bustling streets of Thamel 
dressed in our big cat masks sharing with the passers-by our very powerful 

Lukas Svoboda
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message. The enormity of what we had signed up for suddenly began to sink 
in: we had just a mere twenty-four hours to prepare final logistics and ensure 
the team had every item of gear we might need for the fourteen-day trek. The 
good thing about spending a few days in Kathmandu is that we were able 
to do some very valuable acclimatisation as Kathmandu sits at around 1,200 
metres above sea level. This was very helpful with the trek, as the success 
of high-altitude trekking is all about the acclimatisation and the length of 
time you spend at altitude. We had many more challenges than just the 
cold weather, sheer cliffs, tough and rocky terrain. Altitude sickness and its 
deadly effects are life threatening if the correct treatment is not administered 
early enough and it normally demands evacuation off the mountain.  

 Most people do a fair amount of research before they embark on an 
adventure like this, and this we did too. However, we discovered that the 
flight from Kathmandu was to Lukla Tenzing Hillary Airport which the fifth 
most dangerous airport in the world. Flying in Twin Otters that look as if 
they came out of the Second World War, also with Lukla having one of the 
poorest safety records in the world, our minds started to conjure up all sorts 
of scary situations. The airport is situated on a sheer cliff face in a small 
sherpa village. It is known as Lukla and is the gateway to the Himalayas and 
especially to the very popular Everest Base Camp trail. 

 The team had a restless night getting ready for the expedition. At crack 
of dawn we set out from the hotel to the Tribhuvan airport. We got to the 
departure hall which was filled with trekkers from all over the world eagerly 
waiting for their respective flights. We then boarded a small bus and were 
driven to our Twin Otter plane. The sun was just hitting the Himalayas and 
we will not forget the feeling of exhilaration excitement that was pulsing 
through our bodies, the beauty and the massive adventure that lay ahead 
for the next two weeks.  

 The Twin Otter plane only seated twelve people, and Gareth boarded 
the only seat left. It was up front right behind the cockpit and the two 
pilots. He said enthusiastically: ‘My heart was racing, and I could see the 
entire flight from the front seat, like I was the pilot’. The two pilots were 
dressed very smartly, and both wore very cool black leather jackets and 
iconic aviator sunglasses. The engines fired up the noise, it was intense 
and all passengers including us put two small balls of cotton wool into our 
ears. They were given to us by the air hostess before we took off. The plane 
moved from side to side and the pilots did their last few cross checks. Then 
the handbrake was dropped, and the little plane shot forward down the 
runway and up into the air. After leaving the Kathmandu area we changed 
course and flew straight towards the Himalayas. The rising sun revealed 
the views and they were spectacular. We all became mesmerised by the 
giants that were ahead of us. 

 The tiny airstrip is all you can see as the pilots turn the plane and prepare 
for landing. It seems to appear out of nowhere, and now all the stories and 
YouTube videos we have watched of the landing become real. The landing 
strip was tiny: we could see it all unfolding through the cockpit window. 
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The landing strip is designed so that it slopes upward to the side of the 
mountain. The plane was coming down for the landing - our hearts racing 
- the entire plane was dead quiet; the plane came down with an enormous 
thud as we hit the runway. The twin props thrust into reverse as the engines 
screamed, and we coaxed our way up the 527-metre runway. The pilots 
turned into the parking bay and as the plane came to a standstill and the 
doors opened, the adrenaline was still pumping and now the adventure had 
officially begun. 

 We grabbed our daypacks and went to pick up our gear and meet our 
guide Jiri and his son and nephew, two porters who would be carrying 
our additional gear. Once we had met the team and suited up into our 
big cat costumes, we then started trekking the 6.2 kilometres to our first 
overnight stay in a tea house. These tea houses are built and run by local 
sherpa families: they live in the tea houses and offer very simple but cosy 
accommodation. The room consists of two single beds; there is no heating 
so, on winter treks, the rooms are very cold. The trekkers all then meet and 
eat in a communal dining area which has a big stove or wood burner in the 
middle of the room. The only source of heating, it is normally lit around 
sunset when all the trekkers are getting in. There is always a dash to huddle 
around the stove to warm the freezing hands and talk to others.  

 Meals are simple but wholesome, the most popular being dal bhat, a 
lentil curry soup with rice and curried vegetables. It is a staple for all local 
Nepalese people in the Himalayas and a great way to keep your carbs and 
energy levels up on the demanding trail to Everest Base Camp. Typically, 
the day is spent on the trail, walking an average of around ten to fifteen 
kilometres a day. The entire route is dotted with small sherpa villages along 
the way so there is always somewhere to stop and have a garlic soup or ginger 
lemon honey tea. The views and vistas are breathtaking and the higher up 
we got the vegetation became less. Once you get above 3,500 metres the yaks 
replace the mules, horses, and cows that one sees at the lower levels. The 
yaks are perfectly evolved to high-altitude living, with long shaggy coats for 
the winter and cloven hoofs that allow them to traverse the rocky trails and 
slopes while grazing.  

 The suspension bridges are crazy and some of them as high as 135 metres, 
crossing the numerous gorges and rivers that cross the Solo Khumbu valley. 
The trick to crossing them is not to look down. However, sometimes the 
bridges have more than just trekkers on them. Mules, cows, and porters 
run across the bridges with loads that are either going up the mountain or 
coming back down. It’s not for the faint-hearted when the cabled suspension 
bridge starts swaying; it’s rather scary the first time it happens. The trail is 
busy with trekkers coming up and down from the Base camp and the various 
outer routes; yaks and mules make the trail often very dusty, and one needs 
to watch where one walks as the trail is dotted with animal dung. Once 
we reached the higher altitudes the air became thinner and more difficult 
to breathe. We had all struggled with altitude headaches and temperature 
plummeting daily, but we were now just a day away from reaching our epic 



58   University of Edinburgh Journal 49: 1 (June 2019) 58



University of Edinburgh Journal 49: 1 (June 2019)   5959

milestone of getting to Everest Base Camp. The morale of the team was high, 
and we were eternally grateful for the incredible knowledge and leadership 
of our sherpa guide Jiri and two porters for getting us this far. 

 We eventually arrived at Gorak Shep, the last village before reaching 
Everest Base Camp. We dropped off our gear and then started the trek 
to Everest base camp fully dressed in our costumes. It was only three 
kilometres but took us close to four hours due to the rocky and treacherous 
trail. We arrived at the base camp later than we expected and only had forty-
five minutes of light before the darkness and cold shrouded the valley. The 
views were absolutely amazing. There was a clear blue sky and the Everest 
peak was lit by the setting sun. We had never dreamt of the stillness except 
for the occasional avalanche of rock, ice, and snow. It was easy to become 
mesmerised by the beauty of the giants that surrounded us. However, we 
had to be focussed, and recorded our important conservation message 
around the plight of the world’s big cats and the environment. We then said 
our thanks to Sagamatha, Everest in Nepali, and headed back. It was dark, 
-27°C and bitterly cold. We looked up and, true to say, we have never seen 
so many stars. Going back down was not easy: we were fully dressed in our 
costumes, and exhausted. The big costumes were rather clumsy and it was 
difficult to move in them. However, we were elated that we had reached 
our goal after almost a year of planning. We just stood there, at the foot of 
the highest mountain in the world, dressed in big cat costumes, all in aid of 
conservation. What a humbling experience! 

 Trek for Big Cats would like to give advice to ordinary people to assist 
with our cause; for instance, not taking part in pay-to-pet facilities or selfies 
with big cats, ‘canned’ hunting or trophy hunting, buying big-cat body-part 
souvenirs, or using traditional Chinese medicine or foods that contain big-
cat body parts. We are hoping that our expedition will inspire people around 
the world to stand up for the plight of the big cats and their environments, 
to ensure that these big cats remain living for many generations to come. 

Images:

Page 55, upper, from left to right: Gareth J Legg, Tracey Bruton, and Lukas Svoboda.

Page 55, lower: An example of the breathtaking scenery the team enjoyed during 
their trek to Everest Base Camp.

Page 58, upper, from left ro right: Gareth J Legg, Lukas Svoboda, and Tracey Bruton.

Page 58, lower: Photograph of the team at the Everest Base Camp, from left to right: 
Lukas Svoboda, Gareth J Legg, Dinesh Kulung, and Tracey Bruton.
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SUISS: Contributions to the Journal

It gives us great pleasure at SUISS to share some of the work of our talented 
students. The first piece ‘Waterscape’ comes from Anna Visser who has found 
poetic inspiration in Scotland’s landscapes, to which she beautifully gives voice 

here. In sharp contrast to the island expanse of ‘Waterscape’, Cris Bresser captures 
the pathos and inner turmoil of an elevator operator in her darkly comic ‘Old School’, 
hinting at themes of automation and urban alienation. The absurdity and terror of 
the everyday can be read in a different cast in Constance Chan’s poem ‘After the 
war’. Whose ‘war’ are we ‘[a]fter’, we might ask? Wendy Weber Céspedes’s ‘The 
Light Room’ prompts similarly unresolvable questions. This short piece evokes an 
entire sci-fi world with its population divided into ‘section[s]’, its central conceit of 
the ‘Light Room’ realised in arresting prose, with the enigma of protagonist Ayla’s 
final smile worthy of the Mona Lisa herself. 

Waterscape
The water in the Forth of Clyde 
was clearest just before the storm:
reflections of clouds strode over its surface 
freckled stones covered skin-coloured sand
that lay stretched, leisurely, in low ridges –
all the way to Arran.

Anna Visser

Old School
"Up! Going up!"
She moves her left arm as if she still pushed the lever to close doors. At 

the same time, she collects the right arm to release the elevator. 
"Crowded! Wait for the next one, please!"
The pantomime lasts all day, every day, without rest on weekends or 

holidays.
When there were no passengers, she jumped out on each floor to empty 

cigarette boxes into plastic bags. She was not paid to do this.
" Down! Will you go down, sir? I will wait for you! There is no need to 

run, not running, please! The elevator does not leave by itself! Take your 
time, watch your step!" 

Going down to the level floor were her favorite trips. The people left the 
elevator relieved. They turned to thank her, to say goodbye and to wish her 
good night.

"Goodbye, thank you."
"You are welcome, have a good night’s rest!"
"Good night."
"Good night!"
"Thank you, see you tomorrow."
"See you tomorrow, Lord willing!"

60
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She became visible after all. On the other hand, it was time to abandon 
the safety of the wooden box, time to walk down the street. Then she moved 
forward with quick steps, trying to control the agoraphobia. She arrived at 
the boarding house with her mouth full of sand, her heart overflowing with 
adrenaline. It was always like that, almost every day, for thirty years. 

First, they took her stool; it occupied the place of another passenger. Then, 
they renovated the elevator panel. They ripped out the crank, left the buttons 
only. In addition to the floors’ buttons, there was an emergency button, an 
alarm button and then, open doors and close doors buttons. They installed 
an annoying buzzer on the outside of each floor; it warned people when the 
elevator arrived. With the anxious trill, came the illuminated arrows above 
each outer frame of the elevator, showing if it went up or down.

There was no sense, nor youth left to spend the whole day standing, going 
up and down smiling at people. Her figure occupied the place of another 
passenger. The Rectory building was always full of students and teachers.

Where would the operator go? Go home, go rest, they said. That hostel 
was never home. It was just a place to stay when she was not working. From 
her retirement to the asylum, two trips.

Cristina Bresser
After the war

A father walks into his kitchen
and sees his wife capturing a moth.
She wields a bowl to stop it
bumbling around the house and into her face.
It’s just so alive,
wiggling flesh and thorax, fur 
and organ, flinching eyes that know 
too much. The artillery of hail 
too strong to let it out, & they don’t
know how to get rid of it, 
this soft body, not like the summer ants
they mashed into nameless dots soon lost. 
The father sits down and lays his head
beside the bowl and its awful knocking. 
His wife sees him from across the room. She feels
it too. They listen until morning
as the small thumps of its head
emerge less and less, slower
and slower. Then there is only
silence.

Constance Chan
The Light Room

Ayla paced up and down the corridor, perusing the pamphlet in her 
hands. Crowds bickered their way around her, pointing at their own 
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papers and the many banners along the street. Work hours had not even 
begun yet, but tunes of carnival echoed across halls, dances sprang in nooks, 
children laughed. The light room would finally be opened.

They had been working on it for years now. Rumor had it, it would be 
absolutely spectacular, a feat of the greatest minds in the colony. The Mayor 
was especially proud. Creating a transparent component that could resist 
the planet’s radiation, based on the very materials mined below the colony, 
was the stuff of medals, he said.

Ayla just hoped it worked. At the clinic she’d seen the effects of the 
narrow corridors and dark hours. She had soothed Miners who trembled 
and cried, she had medicated Traders who tried to open doors into the void. 
The children were worse. They were indifferent to all of it. She’d given them 
vitamins, sent them trotting back to school.

The pamphlet displayed the same simple words, but Ayla kept reading 
them over and over. The light room is to be opened. Come and enjoy a show 
like no other.

People began to line up. Ayla rushed to the door, ticket in hand. The room 
was oblong, filled with seats and murmurs. Farmers, Miners, Architects, 
Politicians—the most prominent of each section had all been invited. They 
giggled and whispered and shifted in their seats. Soft lamps and paintings 
had been placed everywhere, and even someone had nudged a pot with a 
small flower into a corner.

The only empty space belonged to the front wall, stripped to its bare metal 
planks. A banner with the words “Light Room” had been placed on top, 
and from anywhere you sat you could see a small plaque with the opening 
hours. Dark glasses had been placed on every chair, with instructions to be 
put before the display.

Ayla swallowed and straightened her skirt. Her own papa and momma 
would not have missed it for the world. They’d been among the first to 
journey to the colony, and had mined their life away on the ground below. 

The Mayor adjusted his tweed jacket with a pompous laugh and stood 
up. Everyone fell silent.

“It’s an honor today,” he cleared his throat, “to unveil the efforts of this 
town. Our founders said it’d be impossible, but we have achieved what they 
thought couldn’t be made.” Several heads nodded. “We’ve conquered this 
planet’s soil,” he continued, flustered with emotion, “molded it to our will, 
and fashioned it to our advantage. Here’s to the colony, here’s to the future. 
Let there be light!”

Darkness fell upon them with a gasp. The planks of the front wall chirred 
and creaked slowly, and then they snapped open.

Outside the clouds swirled across a dusty sky, the sky on which the colony 
had floated for so long, but had never seen. Its colors changed one moment 
to the next, red pulsating with oranges and purples and yellows, all gathered 
and separated by the winds which, in their strongest days, rocked the colony 
back and forth. And there, in the middle of the moving patterns, it stood.

Ayla held her breath.
It was small and perfect, a bright disc behind the clouds.
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The storm around it grew and dimmed, never without motion. A burst of 
energy flashed across the window. The colony trembled, the crowd let out a small 
shriek. The glass began forming drops of ochre water, and the disc disappeared.

Ayla exhaled. It was the first time she had ever seen the sun.
As she walked out another crowd rushed in. They pressed themselves 

against the halls, long pale faces with distorted eyes asking to no one in 
particular how it had been. Her momma and papa had described suns many 
times before, but she didn’t know how to, so she dashed away.

Back at the clinic the Miners couldn’t be contained. Their eyes were 
brighter and clearer. For the first time they returned from the tight, 
descending tunnels with a smirk, boasting who’d seen it before the others. 
She watched as the other Nurses slowly turned every conversation to the 
room, and how much they couldn’t wait to go again.

On the streets, soon bets were placed on how fast the light room would 
stop being fashionable, and Traders immediately began claiming spots in 
its surroundings. Suddenly ticket boys were all the rage in school. Crowds 
came and went through the room, and some returned to the halls with 
lowered heads, because the storm had been too heavy that day. 

Ayla preferred to go after work hours, during official night time. She 
paced along the empty corridors she had lived in for fifty years, looking up 
at the fake streetlamps, down at the dirty and abused floor. 

The light room was quieter then. She sat in the dark, observing the colors 
and the twirls, and the ochre water hitting the glass. From time to time, she 
caught a glimpse at the disc.

She stared at it for as long as she could get away with, second-hand 
memories floating in her head. Her momma’s earth, her papa’s sea, all those 
leftover hopes, all the loves abandoned a long time before to fulfill a dream 
out there, in the emptiness.

When lighting hit the red sky it also illuminated the room. There was 
always a slight jump in everyone who watched, eliciting chuckles and 
whispers. Ayla saw her own pale reflection on the screen, protected behind 
the dark glasses. Even then, it was an aging image. She glanced at the room 
to fade it away. A cloud moved, allowing the sun to shine through.

The shadowed faces were all lit in rapturous awe, filling up a random 
room in an unknown sky.

And for a moment, Ayla smiled too.
 Wendy Weber Céspedes
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Reviews
Celeste-Marie Bernier and Andrew Taylor, If I Survive: Frederick Douglass and 
Family in the Walter O Evans Collection. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University 
Press, 2018. Pp xcvi, 776. Paperback, illustrated. 9781474429283. £15.00.

This is a big and important book. It is big in two ways: it captures the 
extraordinary family life of Frederick Douglass (1818-1895), and it has 
776 pages which tell the ‘story of his survival’ from his escape from 

chattel slavery in Baltimore, Maryland, to fighting for freedom, family and 
justice. After escaping from slavery in 1838, and with the support of his wife 
and children, he attacked the cruelty of chattel slavery, and mingled with 
anti-slavery activists such as John Brown who was executed in 1859. His 
view that ‘it is easier to build strong children than to repair broken men’ 
is reflected in the love and attention he and his wife showered on their 
children at a time when the children of slaves were taken from their parents 
and sold by slave owners. However, knowing that a sacrifice had to be made 
for freedom from slavery, he and his wife sent their ‘strong sons’ to fight in 
the American Civil War. He travelled as an anti-slavery activist to Canada, 
Ireland, Scotland, England, Wales, Santa Domingo, Haiti, France and Egypt 
and was appointed to important positions by Presidents Abraham Lincoln, 
Rutherford B Hayes, James A Garfield and Benjamin Harrison. Douglass 
described his life as ‘holding up the standard for my people’ who are 
subjected to social and economic ‘stagnation, and stagnation is death’. 

None of the books on the life of Frederick Douglass is based on such an 
extensive - and unique - collection of archival materials as this book. The 
Walter O Evans Collection consists of letters, photographs, political and social 
speeches, notes, biographies and scrap books, many of which are reproduced 
in this book. Stories recording the life of a great man such as Frederick 
Douglass often fail to include contributions made by the family. Time and 
time again Douglass acknowledges the important contribution of his family 
to his life and work. On returning home he states that ‘It is good to be home’ 
and ‘Already I feel my heart improved’. The year 2018 marks 200 years after 
his birth and 123 years after his death. There are many lessons to be learned 
from this extraordinary book. One teaches us that love in cruel circumstances 
such as chattel slavery can be expressed in very simple affectionate ways, 
such as Frederick Douglass Jr’s memory of the life and death of his younger 
sister: ‘10 years, 11 months, 13 days’. Another is that Douglass’ war against 
slavery and racial discrimination was based on his learning to read and to 
understand. Slavers and racists fear these attributes of education.

As I read this book, it frightened me that my mother’s, father’s and 
grandfathers’ lives overlapped with Frederick Douglass’ fight for freedom 
and justice, but I know nothing of how they endured the consequences 
of their slavery in Jamaica. This notwithstanding, I was comforted by the 
thought that provided there are people like Douglass fighting for freedom, 
freedom is inevitable. Although this book is a fascinating story of the life, 
love and survival of a Black family during slavery in the USA, it is also a 
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scholarly book of reference to a period of human history to which the world 
is now paying deserved attention. A politician who knew him well said that 
Frederick Douglass will be remembered even without a monument because 
he used his ‘great mind’ to try and solve ‘the crisis of our history’. 

Finally, Frederick Douglass is remembered worldwide as a special human 
being whose fight against injustice for freedom and family has given those 
descended from chattel slavery a better sense of belonging. It was therefore 
a great honour for me to be invited to express appreciation and thanks to 
Frederick Douglass at the unveiling of a plaque in his memory in Edinburgh 
on 15 November 2018. For this and other reasons we should not only read 
and consult this book; we should also thank the authors for this important 
work of historical scholarship.

Prof Sir Geoff Palmer

Richard D. Wagner and de Teel Patterson Tiler, editors. Creating Historic 
Preservation in the 21st Century. Newcastle upon Tyne: Cambridge Scholars 
Publishing, 2018. Pp 195. Hardback. 9781527508675. £58.99.

This collection presents thirteen essays of the 2016 National Forum 
on Historic Preservation Practice, marking the half-centenary of the 
National Historic Preservation Act, the United States’ federal historic 

preservation law, and the creation of the National Register of Historic Places. 
A compact but dense volume, it offers an insight by different professions 
into the challenges faced by the historic preservation field (heritage 
conservation) in the United States; some of these are highly specific to the 
U.S. context – such as financial mechanisms, legislative and operational 
aspects of conservation – but many are indeed relevant on an international 
level: professionalism in conservation education, the impact of rising sea 
levels on built heritage, the opportunities brought in by digital technologies 
and data, the recognition of increasingly diverse heritage categories, and the 
limitations posed by obsolete valuation principles for cultural significance. 
The latter topics are particularly well covered and make clear that more 
reflection on the reasons for heritage protection is needed, as well as updated 
assessment methodologies for deciding what should be afforded protection 
and conservation, especially in the case of complex sites where tangible 
and intangible values are competing. Very usefully, several of the authors 
give a wider, international context to their critical appraisal of the state of 
heritage conservation in the United States. The essays range from well-
argued academic writing to more polemical tones, forming a heterogeneous 
collection; this contributes to a more realistic representation of scholarship 
and practice in the field of conservation. 

The production of the book leaves a lot to be desired: poor resolution 
image (p.19), illegible map (p. 24), odd blank spaces (p.14, p. 116), and part 
of the text is in need of proofreading (Chapter Three in particular has several 
language errors).

Dr Ruxandra-Iulia Stoica
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Sally Magnusson, The Sealwoman’s Gift. London: Two Roads, 2018. Pp xv, 
364. Paperback. 9781473638983. £8.99.

Edinburgh University alumna and Scottish-Icelandic broadcaster and 
journalist Sally Magnusson has written a rich, relevant and highly 
immersive first novel, The Sealwoman’s Gift. The novel is based on a 

notorious event in the history of Iceland, the Turkish Raid or Tyrkjaránið, 
when, in the summer of 1627, pirates from Algiers and from Salé in Morocco 
raided a number of coastal Icelandic regions and abducted at least 400 
people, who were subsequently sold into slavery in North Africa.

A macro novel and a narrative feat, The Sealwoman’s Gift maps the 
centrifugal and, later, centripetal forces that act on the abducted Icelanders, 
foregrounding the female focus and experiences of Ásta Thorsteinsdóttir 
from the Westman Islands off the south coast of Iceland. It charts the enforced 
cramped journey onboard the slave ship, arrival at the ‘white city’ of Algiers, 
the harrowing experience of being ‘selected’ and sold at the slave market, 
the years of subjugation but also the ‘pull’ factors and transformative effect 
of new environments and emotions, the eventual, laboriously negotiated 
ransoming of a segment of the slaves, the meandering return journey across 
the Mediterranean, via France, England, Holland and Denmark, and finally 
the difficult homecoming. 

One of the major achievements of Magnusson’s novel is the range of levels 
on which it can be read and the variety of fascinations it fosters. It combines 
depictions of the workings of a widespread international political economy 
sustained by abduction, enslavement and ransoming, of the imprints 
of colonial rule on an impoverished country, of displacement, diaspora 
and hybridisation with the imagination of the subjective responses and 
ambivalences that may prove elusive in the historical records, particularly 
the voices and mindsets of women.

As well as being a narrative that negotiates national and personal 
trauma, The Sealwoman’s Gift is a travel adventure and a tale of a woman’s 
development, making Magnusson’s novel a Bildungsroman of sorts. In her 
informative ‘Author’s Note’, Magnusson observes that one of the lines of 
enquiry that informs her novel is the question of how ‘the mind of a woman 
from a small, homogenous society’ is influenced when experiencing ‘one of 
the most heterogeneous societies on earth’ (p. 358). The answers provided 
in the novel are both nuanced and powerful. While the protagonist 
suffers under the burden of a range of ruptures and separations – from 
her husband, from her children, from her landscape and community 
of home – she develops at the same time strong new attachments to the 
civilisation that surrounds her, culminating, in a Stockholm syndrome of 
sorts, in an intense, story-telling-based and eroticised bond to the man, 
of mixed Dutch-Moorish origins and heavily involved in the politics 
and economy of slavery, to whose household she belongs. This means 
that her eventual liberation from bondage is bound up with loss in equal 
measure, having turned her ‘face to a different sun and put [her] roots 
into a different soil’ (p. 299), and that her initial re-encounter with Iceland 
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reads first and foremost as a foreignisation of home. Alongside these 
ambivalences, the multifarious experiences and wider vision acquired by 
Ásta Thorsteinsdóttir and other women result, significantly, in a striking 
manifestation of female empowerment, as observed towards the end of the 
narrative: it was ‘extraordinary that someone who was dragged from her 
home a captive should return with such a sense of owning herself’ (p. 293).       

Stylistically, the novel is told in an elegantly crafted and poignant prose 
throughout, serving not so much to mirror the duress characters are under 
as to offer a lucid linguistic space for the novel’s dialogic aims. These include 
interchanges between character viewpoints and mentalities, between 
distant landscapes, between belief systems. They include, moreover, a rich 
web of intertextual dialogue: with historical records, with tales from North 
and South, and with the Icelandic saga heritage, prominently Laxdæla Saga, 
whose interest in and reluctance to provide a definite or singular answer 
to the question of the nature of love and attachment serve as a leitmotif in 
Magnusson’s novel. Ultimately, her novel is a tribute to storytelling itself.

Dr Bjarne Thorup Thomsen

Anthony Seaton, Farewell, King Coal: From Industrial Triumph to Climatic 
Disaster. Edinburgh and London: Dunedin, 2018. Pp xiii, 231. Hardback. 
9781780460772. £24.99.

For the layman, this is a genuinely interesting and valuable book: it 
fills in a lot of information, and offers intensely relevant writing on 
issues which face everyone. The author is a retired medical academic, 

with wide experience, and in retirement has tackled a serious book which 
reaches out beyond medical speciality. It takes a wide view of its subject 
in its history (mining and transport of coal), its impact on our society (the 
industrial revolution, the gradual emergence of modern lifestyles powered 
by coal and energy from coal), the technological issues involved in finding, 
mining and transporting a difficult material, the growing modern realisation 
of the price society pays for the benefits of a coal-driven economy, and not 
least the problems for the human organism that a society dependent on coal 
faces. It does not shirk some horrifying details: lung problems for the coal 
miner; cancers arising from oil extraction and utilisation; today’s pollution 
problems, and the paralysis that seems to overtake any realistic political 
effort to face up to these problems. 

This is the work of a writer who has worked in the field of the very 
medicine that seeks to alleviate the problems of coal, someone who presents 
evidence fully and writes without condescension and with great clarity to 
explain to a non-specialist audience the real problems we face. While these 
include the familiar ones of obesity and diabetes, the book makes a persuasive 
case that Western society needs to revert to a lifestyle which distributes 
wealth more equally, and combats the political short-sightedness facing 
innovations like the Paris Agreement, ‘the good intentions which the new 
US Administration is anxious to renounce unilaterally’: population growth, 
the need for sustainable food policies, the grim reality of climate change. 
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Not sensationally, but calmly and clearly, this book presents to the non-
specialist a welcome opportunity to sift through the welter of conflicting 
news and comment of every day and reflect on the need for a re-alignment 
of society from the days when King Coal was in the ascendant, and the 
problems lay in the future.

Prof Ian Campbell 

Elizabeth Quarmby Lawrence and Finlay West, Rare Books? Expect the 
Unexpected. Edinburgh: University of Edinburgh, 2018. Pp 70. Paperback, 
illustrated. Gratis; available from the Centre for Research Collections, 
Edinburgh University Library.

This magnificent catalogue is a most useful and welcome record of 
the winter 2018/2019 exhibition in the Main University Library. It 
comprises full-colour illustrations and short informative notes of 64 

items which emerged unexpectedly during programmes of digitisation and 
full cataloguing of many of the Library’s collections. It also complements 
earlier exhibitions and catalogues of rare items in the Library’s collections, 
including There to Remain: Treasures of Edinburgh University Library (1989), 
Singing the Reformation (2011), Collect.Ed: Curiosities from the University’s 
Collection (2013), and Given in Good Faith: Celebrating the Funk Projects at New 
College Library (2016). 

It is good that the Library has seen fit to publish another catalogue; 
too many recent exhibitions have come and gone without them. This one 
enables those who will have been unable to visit the exhibition to enjoy it, 
nonetheless. It proves a permanent pointer to the ‘infinite variety’ of the 
Library’s collections. In particular, collections which have been assembled 
by, and acquired from, individual people often contain items which only 
marginally relate to the main theme. Who would expect a professor’s 
collection of law books and literature books to include first printings of 
PG Wodehouse novels with original dustjackets; or John Dee’s copy of 
Boece’s Scotorum Historiae (1574) to turn up among the books of late 19th-
century Dutch lawyer? A surviving 18th-century hornbook, an 1823 German 
peepshow of Edinburgh Castle, a forgotten 15th-century indulgence to raise 
funds for a Spanish hospice, and a WW2 military escape map of Burma 
printed on silk – all, and more, are here. Perhaps in EUL, ‘quod petis, hic est’ 
(what you seek, is here) after all.

Peter B Freshwater

Ian Stewart, Telling Scotland’s Story: The Scotsman, 200 years. Bradford: Great 
Northern Books, 2017. Pp 160. Hardback, illustrated. 9781912101658. £19.99.

The lasting memorial of the bicentenary of The Scotsman newspaper is, 
as might be expected, a book. It is a book of pictures and important 
historic episodes, rather than a continuous verbal narrative. It is a 

book of and for its time; but it is not an archival record of what prides itself 
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as Scotland’s national newspaper. Interestingly also, it has been published 
by a Yorkshire publishing house which specialises in books about, by and 
for Yorkshire people, rather than by a Scottish publisher in Scotland’s 
leading publishing city. Moreover, its publication has been by subscription 
– crowdfunded, if you like.

It is less a history of The Scotsman but, as the title implies, more an 
account of two hundred years of significant episodes in Scotland’s history 
as recorded and commented on by one newspaper at the time, and thus 
is a valuable and attractive record. It is a fascinating book to dip into 
and to leaf through, but a very difficult resource to use for reference and 
research. It is divided into fifteen themed chapters arranged in a more-or-
less chronological order. The compiler’s narrative for each section is set in a 
sanserif type, with each chapter heading set in the relatively small Roman 
type that also appears in reprinted headlines, and not easy to identify as 
the chapter heading. The narrative is interrupted by photographs, facsimile 
pages and boxed reprints of articles, and often gets lost, as the numbers 
of following pages are not given at each interruption. Like the proverbial 
camel, it appears to have been designed by a committee. Worst of all, while 
it does have a contents page, it has no index; simply the list of subscribers 
(as it had to have, of course).

An enjoyable book for browsing, but only of limited value for research. 
The history of The Scotsman still needs to be written. The Scotsman’s online 
archive ends with the issues for 1950 and has done so for too long. It is high 
time that all the issues for the next fifty years were also made accessible 
in digital format. To have done that as a mark of two hundred years of 
publication would have been very welcome. An opportunity has been 
sadly missed.

Peter B Freshwater
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at the University of Edinburgh and Reviews Editor of the Journal.
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Obituaries
The following deaths of members of the University have been intimated to the Association. 
Further details, in some cases, may be found in The Scotsman, The BMJ, The Veterinary 
Record and other newspapers and journals. If no date of death is recorded, no exact date 
has been passed to us by the Development & Alumni Office.

The annual list of deceased graduates is issued by the General Council in the Annex 
to the Billet. This can be consulted online on the Council’s website at www.general-
council.ed.ac.uk/publication/annex-billet or by writing to the Secretary of the 
General Council, University of Edinburgh, Charles Stewart House, 9-16 Chambers 
Street, Edinburgh EH1 1HT. Various University obituaries can also be viewed at www.
ed.ac.uk/news/staff/obituaries

David Sloan Coullie Arthur MBE MA 1952: in Helensburgh, on 28 December 
2018, aged 88. Born on 23 February 1930 in Kikuyu, Kenya, he began 
his education there at boarding school in Turi before his family returned 
to Scotland in 1937. He briefly attended St Trinnean’s in Edinburgh but 
completed most of his schooling at Loretto. Arthur then went on to study 
at the University before undertaking National Service. His first teaching 
post was at Larchfield School, Helensburgh, in 1955, followed by a 
move to Edinburgh’s Melville College, and then to Aberdeen as head of 
history at Robert Gordon’s College. From there Arthur went as deputy 
headmaster to Stirling High School before becoming the first headmaster 
at Cumbernauld’s Greenfaulds High School, which opened in 1971. In 
1977, he returned to Helensburgh as headmaster of Lomond, a new co-
educational day and boarding school, formed from the amalgamation 
of Larchfield and St Bride’s Schools. After listening to Chad Varah 
broadcasting on Radio Luxembourg, Arthur spotted a Scotsman article in 
which Varah invited correspondence from anyone in Scotland interested 
in forming a helpline for those contemplating suicide. Soon the Samaritans 
telephone service was launched in Edinburgh, and Arthur devoted the 
following forty years to the cause, serving as its chairman and being 
made MBE for his contribution in 1998. 

Jonquil (‘Quilly’) Bevan MA DPhil: in Edinburgh on 4 December 2018, aged 
77. Former Reader in English Literature. She was born in Brecon in 1941 
and taught in the Department of English Literature at Edinburgh for many 
years, having studied at Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford. Known throughout 
her professional life for her important work in bibliography and textual 
editing, she was originally appointed to teach Shakespeare at Edinburgh, 
where she found her true calling as the convener of the Postgraduate 
Bibliography and Research Methods course, in which capacity she was 
to influence generations of students. She went on to publish important 
works on Donne and his circle, Ben Jonson, and the hitherto neglected 
Isaak Walton’s The Compleat Angler. By the 1980s she had embraced the 
then emerging field of scholarly computing and was one of the first to 
recognise the importance of Book History, just then emerging from the 

http://www.general-council.ed.ac.uk/publication/annex-billet
http://www.general-council.ed.ac.uk/publication/annex-billet
http://www.ed.ac.uk/news/staff/obituaries 
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productive combination of cultural history and bibliography. With Dr 
(now Professor) Bill Bell she co-founded the Centre for the History of 
the Book and planned the four-volume Edinburgh History of the Book in 
Scotland. In the 1970s she began to form a collection of type and printing 
equipment, eventually setting up with infectious enthusiasm, the 
Drummond Press in Edinburgh University Library, a teaching press on 
which she spent many memorable hours making beautiful printed objects 
with her students. She was a committed life-member of the Friends of 
EUL. With her partner Christopher Shaddock she was a member of a 
group that organised a regular programme of early music in Edinburgh 
long before the Early Music Revival in Britain.

George William Beveridge MBChB 1956 FRCP Edin: in Edinburgh, on 4 
August 2019, aged 86. Born on 23 February 1923 in Edinburgh, he was 
educated at Dollar Academy before studying medicine at the University. 
He then undertook National Service, where he was posted to the RAMC 
as regimental medical officer to the 2nd Royal Tank Regiment based in 
Munster Germany. Beveridge was then appointed senior house officer at 
Ballochmyle Hospital, Ayrshire. He returned to Edinburgh as a registrar in 
general medicine. Beveridge soon became a MRCP Edin diplomate with 
neurology as a specialist subject. He was then persuaded by G H Percival, 
Professor of Dermatology, to join his department as a lecturer. He was 
appointed consultant in 1963 and retired in 1996. Beveridge made significant 
contributions to clinical research, ranging from the first description of skin 
blisters in patients with glandular fever developed when given ampicillin, 
to the skin problems experienced by renal transplant recipients. 

James V Compton BA (Princeton) MA (Chicago) PhD (LSE): on 21 October 
2019, aged 91. Born in Perth Amboy, New Jersey, USA in 1928. His father 
was Acting Secretary of the Navy for President Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
An ardent critic of McCarthyism, he left the US after graduating BA from 
Princeton (1950) and MA from Chicago (1952). After studying in Munich 
and Heidelberg, he received his PhD from the University of London in 
1964. He came to Edinburgh University as a lecturer in History and taught 
here from 1963 until 1968, founding the North American Studies graduate 
programme. He left Edinburgh to return to the USA, first to a year at 
Trinity College, CT and then as Professor of History at San Francisco 
State University from 1969 until his retiral as Emeritus Professor in 1995. 
His first book, The Swastika and the Eagle (1967), was followed by America 
and the Origins of the Cold War (1972) and Anti-Communism in American Life 
Since the Second World War (1973). After retiring he donated his personal 
library of 1,800 books to the University of Edinburgh.

Ian Duffield BA PhD 1972 FRHistS: in Edinburgh, on 11 April 2019, aged 
82. He came to Edinburgh in 1968, after working in Ethiopia, to study 
for a PhD on Pan-Africanism. He was subsequently appointed to a post 
in the Department of History from which he retired in 2002, since when 
he has been an Honorary Fellow in the School of History, Classics and 
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Archaeology; he also worked closely with the Centre for African Studies. 
He published extensively on the African Diaspora, especially in Britain 
and Australia, and on convicts transported to Australia.

Jan Magnus Fladmark: In Auchtermuchty, Fife, on 11 October 2018, aged 
81. Born on 12 February 1937 in Romsdal, Norway, he briefly studied 
horticulture at Gjermindnes Agricultural College. Fladmark later 
changed courses entirely and went to work as a junior photo journalist 
on the newspaper Sunnmørsposten. Following two year’s National Service 
training as an officer in the Norwegian Army, he left for Edinburgh where 
he took evening classes in English. In 1961, Fladmark began studying 
architecture and town planning at Edinburgh College of Art, and while 
also working part-time, he designed the original Ptarmigan Observation 
Restaurant on Cairngorm. In 1967, he joined the Scottish Office where 
he worked on national planning guidelines before spending six years 
as lecturer in town and country planning at the University. In 1976, he 
became research and development director, and later assistant director of 
planning, at the Countryside Commission for Scotland. In 1993, he was 
made a professor at Robert Gordon University, Aberdeen, where he started 
a new MSc course in Heritage Management, looking at the reciprocity 
of culture and enterprise. His inaugural lecture was later published as 
The Wealth of a Nation: Heritage as a Cultural and Competitive Asset. He 
also worked on the degree programme at a graduate school in Moscow 
associated with the Russian Academy of National Economy. Fladmark 
was founding chairman of the Countryside Around Towns Forum, 
was made an Honorary Fellow of the Royal Incorporation of Architects 
Scotland in 1996, and, in 1997, was selected to deliver a Freedom Lecture 
at the Nehru Centre during the 50th anniversary celebrations of Indian 
independence. In 1999, he co-founded the Thor Heyerdahl Institute in 
Larvik, Norway, in honour of the great Norwegian explorer and writer, 
and he was made patron of the Largs Viking Festival in 1998. 

Paul Guy Hall BVMS 1964: at Haltwhistle War Memorial Hospital, 
Northumberland, on 7 December 2018, aged 80. Born on 11 October 
1938 in Dilston, Corbridge, Northumberland, he studied veterinary 
medicine at the University. Hall took his first post in Kendal, where he 
worked mainly with large animals for five years, most notably during 
the 1967 outbreak of foot and mouth. In 1968, he moved to Teesside, 
and soon afterwards became a partner in a mixed practice. In the mid-
1970s, the partnership sold off the large animals side of its work and, 
for the remainder of his career, Hall focused on the treatment of small 
animals and meat inspection. Hall retired to Northumberland, where he 
maintained interest in the protection of wildlife and veterinary medicine 
up until his death. He campaigned against attempts to weaken the ban 
on fox hunting and utilized his professional knowledge to debate the 
pathology of ulcerative dermal necrosis (salmon disease) with various 
academics, and the Salmon Fishing and Environmental Agencies. 
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Neil Robertson Hynd LVO BAr 1969 FRIAS FSA Scot: 4 March 2019, aged 
73. Born on 29 April 1945 in Dundee, he was educated at Dundee High 
School, Cargilfield Prep School, and Fettes College. He then went on 
to study architecture at the University under Prof Sir Robert Matthew. 
In 1969, Hynd joined the Ministry of Public Buildings and Works, and 
was put to work in the then little-known Ancient Monuments branch 
(now Historic Environment Scotland), where he remained for thirty-four 
years. He started under the supervision of George Hay, an architect with 
Ian Lindsay & Partners who specialized in restoring historic buildings. 
He worked on several major projects including the Palace at Holyrood, 
the work on which earned him the award of Lieutenant of the Royal 
Victorian Order Medal. Hynd worked on Edinburgh Castle’s visitor 
facilities, culminating with his supervision of the team that brought the 
Stone of Destiny back to Edinburgh, where it was cleaned and displayed 
with the other Royal Regalia in the Crown Room at the Castle. He served 
a term as chairman of the Scottish Wine Society and was later an active 
member of the Edinburgh New Club Wine Committee until his death. 
Hynd served ten years on the University of Edinburgh’s General Council 
Business Committee, latterly as vice-convener. He became a trustee and 
then chairman of the Thirlestane Castle Trust and was invited to join the 
committee of the Edinburgh Decorative and Dine Arts Society. 

Thomas Macpherson Lawrie LLB 1959: 2 September 2018, aged 84. Born on 
17 June 1934 in London, he was educated at Marlborough College, having 
won a scholarship. Lawrie went on to read classics and law at King’s 
College, Cambridge, and completed his legal studies at the University, 
while training as an apprentice with Dundas and Wilson. Lawrie 
returned to London to work as an assistant at the City law firm, Allen & 
Overy, before returning to Scotland in 1964 to join Maclay Murray and 
Spens, where he later became a partner.  He played a significant role in 
the formulation of the nature of security to be taken over North Sea oil 
assets, and advised House of Fraser in its successful defence against the 
acquisition attempts by Tiny Rowland’s Lonrho. For many years, Lawrie 
was a member of the Company Law committee of the Law Society of 
Scotland, and he represented Scotland at the bi-annual meeting of the 
European Notaries. He held executive directorships in Mid Wynd 
International Investments from 1985 to 2004, and in Edrington Group 
from his retirement in 1996 to 2001. Lawrie was a trustee of the Robertson 
Trust from 1990 to 2004.

Alan Douglas Mackay LLB 1965 WS: in Edinburgh, 18 February 2019, aged 
75. Born in Ayr on 19 January 1944, he was educated at George Watson’s 
College, where he played hockey and squash, latterly for Watsonians. 
After graduation, he initially joined Patrick & James WS, qualifying as a 
solicitor, and being granted membership of the Society of Writers to Her 
Majesty’s Signet. As a partner with Lindsays Solicitors, he specialised 
in construction law, retiring in 2004. A member of the Territorial Army, 
Mackay was a long-time squash player at the Edinburgh Sports Club 
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and president of Inverleith Lawn Tennis Club, when it united with the 
Grange Dyvours Club. Golf was another passion, which he played as a 
member of The Bruntsfield Links Golfing Society.      

Mary Elizabeth Shaw Macrae (née Wylie) MBChB 1949 DCH: in Balmacara, 
Ross and Cromarty, on 4 January 2019, aged 92. After graduating, she 
joined the medical staff of the Royal Hospital for Sick Children in Glasgow 
and remained there for her entire professional life.

Geoffrey Madell: on 8 March 2018, aged 84. Studied as an undergraduate at 
Magdalen College, Oxford, and undertook his PhD with David Hamlyn 
at Birkbeck College, London. Madell joined the Philosophy Department at 
the University as a lecturer in 1964, where he remained until his retirement 
in 1999, having been promoted to Senior Lecturer and serving for a period 
as Head of Department. His research was in Philosophy of Mind, in which 
area he published numerous articles and four books: The Identify of the Self 
(1981), Mind and Materialism (1988), Philosophy, Music and Emotion (2002), 
and The Essence of Self (2014). His last paper, ‘Last Rites for the Private 
Language Argument’, was published in Philosophy in January 2018. 

Fred Mann MBE MA 1952 LLB 1954: December 2018. Born and educated in 
Forfar, he worked as Personal Assistant to the Secretary to the University 
from 1954 to 1960. He was then appointed Secretary and Treasurer of 
the Carnegie Dunfermline and Hero Fund Trusts, positions held until 
his retirement in 1993. Amongst his achievements were the Carnegie 
Festivals of Music and Arts in the late 1960s and 70s. His career was 
punctuated by two major Carnegie anniversaries: the 75th anniversary 
of the Dunfermline Trust in 1978 and the 150th anniversary of Andrew 
Carnegie’s birth in 1985. These milestones attracted thousands of visitors 
to commemorative events. His services to the community were recognised 
in 1995, when he was awarded an MBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honours 
List. A keen and knowledgeable musician, he played piano, cello and 
tuba. He had a lifelong interest in sport, playing croquet regularly in his 
later years for Dunfermline and Edinburgh clubs.

James Edward Miller MA 1965 Dip 1966 PhD 1970: 8 February 2019, aged 76. 
Born on 6 September 1942, his undergraduate study was in Russian and 
French before he earned a Diploma in Linguistics in 1966 and undertook 
his PhD on Tense and Aspect in Russian. Miller joined the Department of 
Linguistics at the University as an assistant lecturer in 1967, subsequently 
becoming full lecturer, senior lecturer, and then Reader. He also worked 
on several cross-disciplinary projects as associate member of the Centre 
for Cognitive Science and a researcher in the Centre for Speech Technology 
Research. In 1997, he was awarded a personal chair in Linguistics and 
Spoken Language and remained involved with linguistics at Edinburgh 
until 2002. From 2003 to 2007, he was Professor of Cognitive Linguistics 
at the University of Auckland, after which he retired back to Scotland. 
He published widely, including a monograph co-authored by Regina 
Weinert entitled Spoken and Written Language (1998). 
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Angus James Forrest Russel BSc 1959 MAgrSc PhD 1968 NDA FrAgS: 
in Borders General Hospital on 8 December 2018, aged 82. Born in 
Edinburgh on 20 March 1936, he was educated at George Heriot’s School 
before studying agriculture at the University. Russel then travelled to 
New Zealand to undertake a Masters and, upon his return, took up a 
post with the Hill Farming Research Organisation, where he completed 
his PhD. His work with the HFRO was focused on the nutritional 
factors that limited hill ewes' fecundity, which ultimately led to a now 
widely-used strategy of hill and upland farming that radically improved 
performance and profitability. His contribution to the development of 
the sheep industry was recognised by the Royal Agricultural Society 
of England Technology medal in 1991, the National Sheep Association 
George Hedley Memorial Medal Award in 1998, and the National Sheep 
Association award in 2010. His later work in the 1980s demonstrated that 
it was possible to produce cashmere of the finest quality from Scottish 
hill resources using native feral goats. Russel was president of the British 
Society of Animal Production and was awarded a fellowship of the Royal 
Agricultural Societies. He was also chairman of the Scottish Centre for 
Animal Welfare Science from 1995 to 2001. Russel volunteered with the 
Borders Samaritans and later served as chairman. 

Paul Henderson Scott CMG MA 1948 MLitt 1987: on 15 March 2019, 
aged 98. Born on 7 November 1920 in Morningside, Edinburgh, he was 
educated at the Royal High School, here he was joint dux in English. 
Scott went on to study at the University, where he joined the OTC, 
taking time off from studies in 1940 to canvass for the SNP in Argyll. 
He joined the royal Artillery in 1941, and soon transferred to the Officer 
Cadet Training Unit of the Artists’ Rifles at Morecambe. After becoming 
an officer, he saw service in Belgium in October 1944, and, in 1945, he 
was posted to the ‘Desert Rats’ in North Africa. After the war, he spent 
four years in Berlin as military administrator, working on the sensitive 
political issue of restoring power to the Germans, following democratic 
elections, finishing his military service as a Major. In 1949, Scott joined 
the de facto office of the British Embassy to the new Federal Republic 
of Germany, as a member of the Quadpartite Committee. He then 
entered the Diplomatic Service, holding posts in Poland, Bolivia, Cuba, 
Canada, Austria, and Italy. He later wrote that he had become quite 
close to Fidel Castro, acting diplomatically between Cuba, the USA, 
and the UK, and reported the crucial moment during the missile crisis 
when both sides stood down. He retired from the Diplomatic Service 
in 1980 and returned to Scotland. Scott was deeply committed to the 
Advisory Council for the Arts in Scotland and served as president 
and convenor of the Saltire Society. He was vice-president of the SNP, 
and its spokesman on culture and international affairs, worked on the 
Campaign for a Scottish Assembly, the Scottish Centre for International 
PEN, and the Scottish Poetry Library. Scott served as Rector of Dundee 
University from 1989 to 1991. 
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William David Hamilton Sellar, Lord Lyon King of Arms MVO MA 
LLB 1964 FRHistS FSA Scot: in Edinburgh, on 26 January 2019, aged 78. 
Born on 27 February 1941 in Glasgow, he was educated at Kelvinside 
Academy and Fettes College. Lyon Sellar read history at Oxford 
and law at the University. After qualifying as a solicitor, he worked 
briefly at the Scottish Land Court before joining the University’s Law 
Faculty in 1968, where he remained for his entire academic career. In 
1992, Lyon Sellar founded the Centre for Legal History. He published 
prodigiously on law and genealogy, and was appointed Lord Lyon in 
March 2001, in succession to Robin Blair. At that time he was thought 
the 36th in succession to Lyon Henry Greve of 1399, but through his 
own research discovered that he was 37th, after an unnamed Lyon 
inaugurated in the rank of knight by King Robert the Bruce at Arbroath 
Abbey in 1318. In a major lecture to the Heraldry Society of Scotland, 
Lyon Sellar demonstrated his considerable expertise in law, genealogy, 
and clan history – and utilising the research of Dr Adrian Ailes –  in 
naming yet another Lyon of 1290, one Jack Caupeny. Lyon Sellar 
was O’Donnell Lecturer in Celtic Studies at Edinburgh in 1985, Stair 
Lecturer in 1997, and Rhind Lecturer in 2000. He has been a member 
of the Ancient Monuments Board for Scotland, vice-president of the 
Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, literary director of the Stair Society, 
chairman of the council of the Scottish History Society, and chairman 
of the conference of Scottish Medievalists. Lyon Sellar has served on 
the council of the Scottish Genealogy Society, and of the Heraldry 
Society of Scotland. His formal entry into heraldic practice came with 
his appointment as Bute Pursuivant of Arms in 2001.

Murray Alexander Sinclair LLB 1984 Dip 1985: on 27 September 2018, aged 
57. Born on 29 May 1961 in Falkirk, he was educated at Dundas Primary 
School and then Dollar Academy after gaining a bursary. Sinclair went 
on to study law at Christchurch, Oxford, winning the Boulter Prize for 
law in his first year. After Oxford, he completed a degree in Scottish law 
with the University. His first legal post was a traineeship with Dundas 
and Wilson before he took his first post as a government lawyer in the 
Office for the Solicitor to the Secretary of State for Scotland in 1988. 
Sinclair advised on criminal justice before becoming an instrumental 
part of the team that delivered devolution. In 1999, he was promoted 
to the senior civil service and became head of the division advising 
on local government, environment, housing and countryside, and 
natural heritage. In 2004, he transferred to head up the Constitution 
and Parliament Secretariat. Eight years later, Sinclair was appointed 
solicitor to the Scottish Government and head of the Government Legal 
Service for Scotland. He was directly involved in the changes effected 
by the Scotland Acts of 2012 and 2016, as well as the work undertaken 
in connection with the 2014 referendum on independence and the 2016 
referendum on the UK’s EU membership. 
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John Michael Starr MBChB PhD 2013: December 2018, aged 58. Born on 14 
August 1960, Starr graduated in Medicine from Cambridge and London 
before he came to the University as a research fellow in the Department of 
Psychiatry in 1989, where he investigated the relationship between blood 
pressure and cognition. After a short post at Hammersmith Hospital, 
London, he returned to Edinburgh as a consultant and part-time senior 
lecturer in Geriatric Medicine at the Royal Victoria Hospital. He was 
promoted to Honorary Professor of Health and Ageing at the University 
and was founding director of the Alzheimer Scotland Dementia Research 
Centre. He served as co-director for the Centre for Cognitive Ageing and 
Cognitive Epidemiology (CCACE), co-director of the Scottish Dementia 
Clinical Research Network, and a practising consultant physician in the 
medicine of old age of NHS Lothian. Starr published extensively, most 
notably on the Lothian Birth Cohorts. His work on the relationship 
between physical and mental health, with Ian Deary and Lawrence 
Whalley, was recognized by the prestigious Tenovus Scotland Margaret 
MacLellan Award in 2006. A polymath, Starr earned his PhD in Divinity 
from the University, writing a thesis on the ‘Quantitive Analysis of the 
Aramaic Qumran Texts’. 

Timothy David Wallis MBChB 1965: on 23 March 2019, aged 79. After 
graduation, his first post was at the Eastern General Hospital, followed 
by a three-month locum at the Grenfell Association, Labrador, and a 
year’s internship at St Luke’s Hospital in Saginaw, Michigan. He worked 
in Kenya at the mission hospital in Kapsowar, and then in the Central 
African Republic in a small clinic in the remote village of Obo. Wallis 
undertook a post as GP at Nettleham Medical Practice, where he remained 
until his retirement. He served for several years as Coroner for Lincoln 
and trained as a Lay Reader in the Church of England. 

William Alexander Jardine (Alan) Watson MA (Glasgow) LLB (Glasgow) 
Hon LLD 2002: in Athens, Georgia, on 7 November 2018, aged 85. Born 
on 27 October 1933 in Hamilton, South Lanarkshire, he was educated at 
St John’s Primary School and Hamilton Academy. He went on to study at 
the University of Glasgow. Watson took up a post as lecturer at Wadham 
College, Oxford, from 1957 to 1959, and then as a lecturer and, from 
1960, Fellow of Oriel College. He took up the Douglas Chair of Civil 
Law at Glasgow in 1965 and was made Professor of Civil Law at the 
University in 1968. In 1970, he was visiting professor at the University 
of Virginia, and began work on his first book Legal Transplants: An 
Approach to Comparative Law (1974). By the late 1970s, Watson had 
also arranged a translation into English of Justinian’s Digest. In 1979, he 
moved to the School of Law at the University of Pennsylvania and, in 
1989, to the University of Georgia in Athens.
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Programme of Events - Autumn 2019
Members are advised that they can attend Members’ Lunches for the guest 

speaker only at no cost. Please indicate this when you order tickets.

Friday 28th June - Please Note the Change of Date
Visit to the NLS’s Maps Collection, meeting at the Causewayside Building, 
33 Salisbury Place, Edinburgh, to view a selection from The Bartholomew 
Maps Collection. There will be two tours, at either 2 pm or 3 pm, both guided 
by Chris Fleet, Map Curator of the Library’s Collections and Research 
Department. Tea/coffee/biscuits will be available for both groups from about 
2.30pm in the Maps Reading Room foyer. As a companion to this event, the 
Journal has published an article on the Bartholomew Maps Collection on 
Page 45. (£10 to include a donation to the National Library)
Tuesday 10th September
Outing to the School of Engineering at the King’s Buildings, West Mains 
Road, Edinburgh. Meet at 2 pm at the KB Café on the ground floor of the 
Noreen and Kenneth Murray Library, to hear about alumni who have made 
significant contributions to Engineering Science, and Technology. We will 
have the opportunity to see the Alumni Wall, which features some of the 
Engineering alumni who have achieved great things. We will also visit some 
other key Engineering activities and hear about some of the exciting work 
that is going on in the School. (£5)
Tuesday 15th October
Members’ Lunch to be held in the Playfair Library Hall, Old College, 
Edinburgh at 12.15 pm. The pre-lunch talk will given by our guest speaker 
Kirsty Archer Thomson, Collections and Interpretation Manager at 
Abbotsford House, and will be about the celebrations which are planned 
for 2021 throughout Scotland to commemorate the 250th anniversary of Sir 
Walter Scott’s birth. (£24)
Saturday 30th November
St Andrew’s Night Dinner to be held in the St Leonard’s Hall, Pollock Halls, 
Holyrood Park Road, Edinburgh, from 6.15 pm to 10 pm. Meet for drinks 
and canapés in the St Leonard’s Foyer and then enjoy dinner from 7 pm in 
the St Trinnean’s Room. Appropriate Scottish musical entertainment will be 
provided. Our after-dinner speaker will be Rev Dr Scott S McKenna. Dress 
code: Black Tie or Highland Dress. (£55, includes wine)
Wednesday 4th December
Christmas Lunch to be held in the Nelson Room at Pollock Halls, Holyrood 
Park Road, Edinburgh at 12 noon. This will be a three-course traditional 
Christmas meal with a glass of wine and table novelties. (£35)

Members are encouraged to bring guests to our events.
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Application for Tickets
Please complete this form in block capitals and return to the Honorary 
Secretary, with your cheque made payable to UEGA, to:

University of Edinburgh Graduates’ Association
1fR 18 Buccleuch Place, Edinburgh EH8 9LN

Alternatively, members can pay by online bank transfer:
Account Name: University of Edinburgh Graduates’ Association

Account No: 00278709; Sort Code: 83 51 00
Bank: RBS plc, 142-144 Princes Street, Edinburgh, EH2 4EQ

BIC RBOS GB 2L; IBAN GB24 RBOS8351 0000 2787 09

Please use your surname as the payment reference.

Tickets will be sent by e-mail wherever possible, otherwise please enclose 
a stamped addressed envelope. Members are reminded that they must 
apply for tickets no later than one week before the date of any event. Full 
details of events can be found at www.uega.co.uk/events

Autumn 2019 Events:
Visit to the NLS Map Collection (Friday 28th June at 2 pm or 3 pm)  

tickets @ £10.00      £                    
Outing to School of Engineering (Tuesday 10th September at 2 pm)

tickets @ £5.00        £
Members' Lunch (Tuesday 15th October at 12.15 pm)

tickets @ £24.00      £
St Andrew's Night Dinner (Saturday 30th November at 6.15 pm)

tickets @ £55.00      £
Christmas Lunch (Wednesday 4th December at 12.00 noon)

tickets @ £35.00      £

Bank Transfer:    Total Amount Enclosed : £ 

Name(s):

Address:       

      Postcode:

E-mail:
By returning this application, I hereby give permission for the University of Edinburgh Graduates’ Association 
to store and use this information for the maintenance of my membership according to EU Regulation 2016/679. 
79
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Donation/Change of Address/News Form
Donations are extremely welcome and we are most grateful for them. 
It is hoped that Life Members, who joined at previous rates, will decide 
to make a donation to bring their original Life Membership subscription 
up to the current level. Names of members responding to this appeal 
will be published in the Journal subject to any alternative instructions. 
Amounts contributed will not be specified. Donations exceeding £15 will be 
acknowledged in writing. If you require a receipt please enclose a stamped 
addressed envelope. Readers are also encouraged to send information about 
themselves and/or other graduates for inclusion in the ‘News’ section of the 
Journal. Please complete the form using block capitals and return to: 
The Hon. Secretary, UEGA, 1fR 18 Buccleuch Place, Edinburgh EH8 9LN

Name(s): 

Name(s) at Graduation (if different):

Degrees and Dates of Graduation: 

E-mail:

Current Occupation:

Previous Address: 

     Postcode:

New Address: 

     Postcode:

Bank Transfer:   Amount of Donation: £

News Item:

Signed:                                

Date:

By returning this application, I hereby give permission for the University of Edinburgh 
Graduates’ Association to store and use this information for the maintenance of my 
membership according to EU Regulation 2016/679. 






