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UEGA Calendar 2018

The University of Edinburgh Graduates’ Association, in concert with 
Graeme Ross of Beautiful Edinburgh Photography and DS Design Studio 

Ltd, are proud to announce the release of our Calendar for the year 2018.
The Calendar runs from December 2017 to December 2018, and features 

photographs of some of Edinburgh’s most recognisable landmarks and 
curiosities. Each month also includes a comprehensive list of holidays, some 
secondary images from each scene, and a factual statement to accompany the 
photography.

Each calendar costs £6.00, and can be purchased either directly from the 
UEGA office, or using the appropriate section of the Programme of Events 
Order form on page 159. 
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From the Editor
From Reformation to Enlightenment: the University of 
Edinburgh’s Protestant Origins and Identity

As we mark and, indeed, celebrate 
the 500th anniversary of Martin 
Luther’s 95 theses and the 

beginning of the Reformation in Europe, 
it is well to remember that Edinburgh 
was the first, and remains the oldest, 
Protestant university in Scotland and the 
United Kingdom. Scotland’s three oldest 
universities were founded by papal decree 
between 1410 and 1495. In 1582 King James 
VI, who had espoused the Protestant faith, 
uttered a letter of novodamus to the Town 
Council of Edinburgh, empowering it to 
found, in 1583, the College of King James, 
which was to become the University of 
Edinburgh, to train young men for the 
Protestant ministry. As the new kid on the university block, Edinburgh 
was conscious of its uniqueness, and set about establishing its Reformation 
identity as Scotland’s and, from 1603 when James VI became James I of 
England, Britain’s only Reformation university - until 1695 when Aberdeen 
established its Marischal College as the second Reformation university. 
How Edinburgh did it is a fascinating story, and includes the role of its 
Library which predated the founding of the College. The Tounis College, 
as it became known, built up its collections of books and its cabinets of 
rarities to demonstrate its Reformation origins: the collection of portraits 
of the great Reformers that still adorn the Main Library Concourse (or 
did, until recently); the acquisition of the Bohemian Protest of 1415; the 
preservation of the skull of the scholar George Buchanan. These and other 
memorabilia were seen, admired and recorded by visitors to the City and 
the College throughout the 17th and early 18th centuries. 

After the Great Ejectment from the episcopal Church of England of the 
nonconformist sects in 1662, at least one of the Independents’ academies in 
the north of England was able to send some of its students to Edinburgh to 
complete their MA degrees. And in due course, the arrival in Edinburgh 
of many cohorts of students and professors who could not, or would not, 
matriculate at Oxford or Cambridge, created the fertile hotbed of genius 
that became the hub of the Scottish Enlightenment.

The third reformation university would not appear until John Anderson’s 
Institution (now the University of Strathclyde) opened in Glasgow in 1796, 
to be followed by the Benthamites’ University College, London and the first 
Reformed university in England in 1826.
3
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The University of Edinburgh Journal, established by the Graduates’ 
Association in 1925 maintains the tradition of archiving research on the 
University’s history and heritage, and welcomes offers of articles by the 
University’s staff and students, past and present, and by anyone with an 
interest in the University. If you are reading this, do please consider writing 
such an article yourself. Of particular interest are your memories of the 
University during your own student days, and especially of any student 
societies and clubs that you were involved with. Information about these 
important activities is in very short supply, and first-hand memories provide 
valuable records that cannot be found elsewhere. Another of our valued 
sections in the Journal is the section of obituaries of alumni and University 
staff, and we welcome contributions of notes and information on deceased 
friends and relatives which we can include in obituaries; they provide a 
small memorial of those who go before us. You will find our contact details 
and others notes inside the back cover of this Journal. Please contact us. We 
look forward to hearing from you.

Peter B Freshwater

New Members in 2017
We are delighted to welcome the undernoted new members and invite them to send 
us news of themselves or other graduates from time to time. Members are also 
encouraged to invite friends and colleagues to join the Association.

Donations in 2017
The undernoted members have responded to our appeals for voluntary contributions 
and we wish to thank them most warmly for their generosity. Several anonymous 
contributions have also been received.

Lesley C A Henderson (née Smith)
Zelda A C Linekar (née Chaikin)
Angus S Logan
Jill G Scott (née Park)
Barbara Wilson

Evelyn D Allan, Australia
Ruth H Donner, Helsinki
Peter B Freshwater, Edinburgh
Thomas V James, Bermuda
Paul A Kirnon, USA
David A Lamb, Edinburgh
S Michael Langdon, Edinburgh

Lucinda L Mackay, Edinburgh
Jack McLaren, Edinburgh
Joyce E Richardson, Edinburgh
Valerie Robertson, Edinburgh
John Steven, Australia
Catherine M Wisely, Edinburgh

BSc 1981
MSc 2005
LLB 1979
LLB 1983
MA 1988



University of Edinburgh Journal 48: 2 (December 2017)   855

Order of the Companions of Honour
Ms Joanne K Rowling CH OBE
PGCE 1995 Drhc 2004
For services to Literature & 
Philanthropy
Dame Vera S Shirley CH DBE FRENG
Drhc 2003
For services to IT & Philanthropy
Order of the British Empire
Knight Grand Cross
Sir David Weatherall GBE MD FRCP FRS
Hon DSc 1989
For services to Medicine
Commanders
Dr John Colin Adams CBE
BSc 1971 PhD 1978
For services to Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship
Mr Peter James Budd CBE
Member of University Court
For services to promoting British Trade
Mr Niall F R Dickson CBE
MA 1975
For services to Patient Safety
Prof John H H Moore CBE FBA FRSE
Staff
For services to Economics
Officers
Prof Michael C Appleby OBE
Former Staff
For services to Animal Welfare
Prof Polly L Arnold OBE
Staff
For services to Chemistry
Dr Thomas N Dixon OBE
MA 1976 PhD 1985
For services to Underwater Archaeology
Mr William A Finlayson OBE
Former Staff
For services to Entrepreneurship
Dr Patricia D Jackson OBE
MBChB 1974
For services to Children with 
Additional Support Needs

Dr Judith M Murray OBE
BA 1981 Drhc 2013
For services to Tennis
Mrs Margaret K Ross OBE
Former Staff
For services to Dentistry
Dr Richard J Simpson OBE
MBChB 1966
For services to Scottish Politics
Members
Miss Samera J Ashraf MBE
PGD 2008
For services to Sport and Diversity
Mr Daniel R Kruger MBE
MA 1997
For services to Charity
Prof Richard M Lyon MBE
MBChB 2004 MD 2011
For services to Emergency Healthcare
The Rev Roderick MacLeod MBE
MA 1963 BD 1966 PhD 1977
For services to Gaelic Language
Mr James C McLaren MBE
NGU 1988
For services to the Farming Industry
Dr John A Wilson MBE
BSc 1971 MBChB 1974
For services to Healthcare
Dr John M Young MBE
Drhc 2013
For services to Sport
Medallists
Mrs Denise Burgin BEM
MSc 1999
For services to the Welfare of Children
Mrs Fiona F Russell BEM
BCom 1973
For services to Charity in Edinburgh

Birthday Honours List
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University and Alumni Notes
Incoming Principal 

Professor Peter Mathieson has been 
appointed as the next Principal and Vice-

Chancellor of the University of Edinburgh. 
Professor Mathieson is currently President 
and Vice-Chancellor of the University of Hong 
Kong. His background is in medical research 
and teaching, specialising in renal medicine, 
and before taking up the post in Hong Kong 
he was Dean of the Faculty of Medicine and 
Dentistry at the University of Bristol for six 
years. He holds a first class honours degree in 
Medicine from the University of London and a 
PhD from the University of Cambridge, where 
he later went on to become Director of Studies 
for Clinical Medicine at Christ’s College. 

“I am absolutely delighted to be joining 
the University of Edinburgh as its next 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor,” said Professor 
Mathieson. “I have thoroughly enjoyed my 
time at the University of Hong Kong and I 
now look forward to leading the University of 
Edinburgh forward into its next chapter. Like Hong Kong, Edinburgh is a 
truly global institution with a great reputation for excellence in teaching 
and research. Working together with students, staff and supporters, I am 
confident we can build on that reputation in the future – during what are 
exciting and challenging times in the world of Higher Education.”    

We look forward to welcoming Principal Mathieson to the Graduates’ 
Association soon.

Blue Plaque Honours GP’s Legacy

       A pioneering doctor, whose campaigning led to general practice being 
recognised as a medical discipline, has been celebrated with a blue plaque.

Professor Richard Scott was the world’s first Professor of General Practice 
and a leading figure in Edinburgh’s medical community. He established a 
general practice in the Royal Public Dispensary in the city’s south side – now 
Mackenzie House – for teaching and promoting research in general practice.

A blue plaque is to be installed on the building to commemorate his 
achievements in highlighting the role that generalist doctors can play in the 
health of a community. Scott’s work helped to show that the relationship 
between a person and a GP is invaluable to that person’s health. He is 
credited as having improved the lives of patients around the world.

Prof Peter Mathieson
Image copyright ©

the University of Edinburgh
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Scott, who was born in 1914, graduated from Edinburgh Medical School 
in 1936, and received his MD in 1938. Following war service he returned to 
Edinburgh and gained the Diploma in Public Health, quickly becoming a 
Senior Lecturer in the Department of Public Health and Social Medicine.

In 1963, Scott was appointed to the James Mackenzie Chair of Medicine 
in Relation to General Practice, the first position of its kind. He was also 
a member of the Foundation Committee for the Royal College of General 
Practitioners and became the first Honorary Secretary of its Scottish Council 
in 1953. He served as Chairman from 1972 until 1975.

Professor Richard Scott’s legacy is vast. It is right that the University that 
gave the world so many giants of medicine will particularly celebrate 
him for an incalculable contribution to the lives of us all. 

Dr Miles Mack
Chair of Royal College of General Practitioners, Scotland 

Refurbishment of McEwan Hall

The £33 million refurbishment of the iconic University of Edinburgh building, 
named after the founder of Edinburg brewing firm William McEwan,  is 

now complete after two-and-a-half years. The University’s Alumni Facebook 
page shared the following image with the graduate community in June 2017. 
For more information on UEGA’s planned tour of the McEwan hall in 2018, 
please see the Spring Programme of Events on page 158. 

7

Ceiling of the McEwan Hall. Copyright © University of Edinburgh.
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Olympic medallists enter Hall of Fame

Two Olympic silver medallists have joined the University’s Sports Hall of 
Fame. Medical student Polly Swann and Moray House graduate Mark 

Robertson both achieved success last summer. Polly won a silver medal in 
Rio as part of Team GB’s women’s rowing eight. During her career she has 
also been crowned as World and European Champion.

Currently in the fourth year of her medical degree, Polly took a break 
from her studies to allow her to compete in Rio. Rugby player Mark was 
a key member of Team GB’s silver-medal-winning Sevens squad in Rio, 
having played in every match en route to the final.

Mark has recently announced his retirement from international Rugby. 
During his career he amassed 57 caps for Scotland Sevens and scored 106 
international tries and more than 500 points. He graduated from Edinburgh 
in 2012 with an MSc in Strength & Conditioning.

Blues and Colours

The Hall of Fame newcomers were welcomed by University Secretary 
Sarah Smith in front of an audience that included some of Edinburgh’s 

leading student sports stars.
The ceremony took place at Edinburgh’s annual celebration of sporting 

excellence, the Blues and Colours sports dinner on Tuesday, 30 May.
Both Hall of Fame inductees have demonstrated excellence in their 
respective sports to earn this honour, which is the highest sporting 
accolade the University can give. The Sports Hall of Fame celebrates 
inspirational athletes who have excelled in their chosen sport and 
underlines the University’s commitment to athletic achievement.

Jim Aitken, Director of Sport and Exercise,
University of Edinburgh

Hall of Fame

Edinburgh’s Hall of Fame now boasts thirty-two world class athletes 
across fifteen disciplines. Previous inductees to the Hall of Fame 

include six-time Olympic gold medal-winning cyclist Sir Chris Hoy, 
Olympic gold medallist rower Dame Katherine Grainger and Olympic 400 
metre running champion Eric Liddell.

Inductees must be a student or graduate of the University and a medal 
winner at major games – either Olympic, Commonwealth, Paralympic, 
World or European.

Alternatively, they must have made a significant number of appearances 
at senior level for their country. Induction to the Sports Hall of Fame is the 
highest sporting honour the University can bestow.
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The University of Edinburgh
Graduates’ Association

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Members are invited to the Annual General Meeting to be held

in the Dining Room at Teviot Row House, Bristo Square, Edinburgh 
on Thursday 23 February 2017 at 12.00 noon. 

A light sandwich lunch will follow the meeting (£15.50).
Mr David A Lamb SSC, 

Honorary Secretary

A G E N D A
1. Minutes (Pages 89-93 of Journal Vol 48, No 2) and matters arising
2. Finance: Presentation of Accounts by Hon. Treasurer
3. Editorial Committee Report
4. President’s Report
5. Election of Hon. Office-bearers: President, Vice-President, Hon. Secretary 

and Hon. Treasurer
6. Appointment of Hon. Accounts Examiner
7. Executive Committee Elections: all nominations, duly proposed and 

seconded and with the consent of the nominee, should be in the hands of 
the Hon. Secretary, in writing, by 1 February 2018.

8. AOCB 

Annual General Meeting 2017    
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held in the Raeburn Room, Old College, 
Edinburgh on Thursday 23 February 2017 at 7pm.

Present: Dr Michael Langdon, President, in the Chair; Mr Peter Freshwater, Editor; 
Dr Joyce E. Richardson, Hon. Secretary; Mrs Joan H. Meikle, Assistant Secretary, 
and 13 others who signed the register.

Apologies for Absence: Apologies were received from David Gilmour, Jack McLaren, 
Finlay Marshall, Madeline Patterson, Valerie Robertson and Ritchie Walker.

1. Minutes and Matters Arising: the Minutes of the 2016 AGM were published in 
the December 2016 issue of the Journal and there were no matters arising which 
would not be dealt with later. The President signed the minutes as an accurate 
record of the meeting. 

2. Finance: our Treasurer, Miss Jennifer Docherty had tendered her resignation 
from the post of Hon Treasurer, as she was now working in Belgium. Miss Docherty 
had completed the Accounts to the year end 30/9/16 and they had been examined 
by Mr Eric Brown. She would continue to manage the salary payments for the two 
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office staff until the end of the tax year on 4 April 2017. The President expressed his 
thanks to Miss Docherty for her work as our Honorary Treasurer for the past two 
years and for her extremely helpful handover to her successor.

Treasurer’s Report: The accounts for the financial year ended 30 September 2016 
recognised a surplus of £2,555 compared to a surplus of £1,369 in the previous year. 
The surplus in 2016 was due to the release of accrued funds, which had not been 
repeated this year. The main reason the bank account had decreased by £4,626 at the 
year-end was due to the grant from Edinburgh University not being received until 
after the year end. It had been included in the accounts as accrued income at the 
year end, as it related to the 2015/16 financial year. Highlights of the year:

1. The Association gratefully received £4,862 in donations, which was a £1,524 
decrease on the previous year, and we continued to be supported by Edinburgh 
University through our grant and the office premises they provide. The President 
said that, while it was disappointing that donations had reduced, it was, nonetheless, 
satisfactory to have ended the year with a surplus. He added that an application to 
the University for an increase in our grant had been delayed while he attempted to 
set up an informal understanding with the University before requesting an increase. 
This was actually now more difficult to justify as the Association had had no deficit 
for the past two years, thus requiring a different argument for a grant increase. Mr 
Lamb suggested that donations might have been given in the past in response to the 
deficit position. The President drew attention to the balance on the General Fund, 
which remained in deficit, although having decreased from £8,680 at the start of the 
year to £6,125 at 30 September 2016.

2. There was an increase in annual subscriptions of £3,254 due to the efforts of 
a membership recruitment drive during the year and the increase in annual 
subscription rate from £28 per annum to £35 per annum on 1 October 2015. The 
Association continued to be supported mainly by the members through subscriptions 
and ticket sales to various events held throughout the year. Following the increase 
in subscription prices we have continued to be supported by our current members 
and have also welcomed new members during the year.

Mr Buchan drew attention to the balances on the ten-year and life membership 
Subscription Funds and observed that both balances were less in 2016 than in 2015.

Mr Lamb explained that the sums in these two accounts were held as capital until 
their release to the Revenue Account in percentages each year – 10%pa for the ten-
year subscriptions and 8%pa for life membership. Mr Buchan commented that these 
two funds would soon be depleted, especially since take-up of these two types of 
membership was small. He suggested that the two types of long-term membership 
should be abolished. Mr Freshwater said that the regular membership recruitment 
campaigns recruit new annual members and this produces revenue.

Mr Buchan noted that the amount of donations received were less than the previous 
year and asked if anyone responded to the request in the Journal for donations from 
Life Members, who joined at previous rates, to make their original subscription up to 
the current level? He was assured that this was the case and many ad hoc donations 
were received from members who were keen to support the Association. The President 
was aware that the General Fund was ‘in the red’ and said that donations would help 
to return the account to ‘the black’. Progress in this direction was being made as this 
year’s improvement in the General Fund balance showed.

3. Editorial Report: Mr Freshwater reported that the Journal issues for June and 
December 2016, completing Volume 47, appeared on time and well within budget 
(June: £3,820.04, December: £3,810.09). December’s was slightly cheaper due to a 
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fluctuation in ink price. Articles for the next two issues were beginning to come in 
already. The Editorial Committee was starting to consider how the Journal could 
best celebrate the Association’s and Journal’s centenaries in 2024 and 2025.

The digitisation of back volumes had continued. Volumes 1 to 30, covering 
the years 1925-1960, plus a few later issues needed for editorial purposes, would 
have been digitised by the end of March, and the intention was to have completed 
volumes 31 to 40 by the end of 2017. Discussions had begun with the University 
Library on the possibility of adding the Journal to the University’s collection of 
online periodicals, retaining on our website only the most recent complete volume 
of Journals in a bid to protect our subscriptions.

The Roll of Honour 1939-1945, which was on our web page, could now be accessed 
from the University Archives’ web page. Plans were in hand to add the master file 
to the Archives’ web page so that it could be kept up to date and expanded as other 
names and details are identified. 47 new members had signed up after last year’s 
recruitment mailing. It was proposed that a further mailing of 2,500 postal letters 
and very many more e-mail letters be sent out to alumni with other UK postcodes 
this year. Now that Edit is issued in print form only once a year, in the summer, 
it was proposed to explore with the General Council (Stuart MacPherson) and 
the Director of Communications and Marketing (Ian Conn) the possibility of the 
December Journals including summary information about the February Half-Yearly 
meeting of the General Council and widening its distribution to graduates.

The Editorial Committee hoped that the Journal in its present form, and in its 
digital as well as printed format, could be used to engage students and University 
staff with the Association and proposed that membership of the Association, and 
so readership of the Journal, could be extended to members of University staff, 
especially those about to retire, and to honours undergraduates and postgraduate 
students, perhaps offering them free membership for their final year, and inviting 
them to subscribe after graduating. During their free year they could be sent the 
Journal (or an abridged sample thereof) as a PDF file by e-mail, or be invited to read 
it on the Association’s website.

In November, at very short notice, through the goodwill of our printing 
consultant, the opportunity was given of having a calendar for 2018 printed by the 
Journal’s printer as a piggy-back on a much larger calendar job, whereby we would 
be spared most of the setting-up costs, but producing a quality calendar to generate 
much-needed income for the Association. The edited file of pictures and calendar 
pages had to be with the printer before Christmas. We secured the services of the 
photographer Graeme Ross, and the use of design services by DS Design Studio Ltd. 
After much discussion the Executive Committee approved the project by a majority 
vote. The calendar for 2018 was now with the printer and it would be advertised for 
sale at the end of March 2017.

The Assistant Editor continued to maintain the website and had started a 
Facebook page for the Association. All members who use Facebook were encouraged 
to log-in and LIKE our page. It may soon become necessary for the Association to 
consider paying for our own website facilities which would give us greater options 
overall than are currently available. 

The Editorial Committee welcomed Professor Emeritus Stephen Hiller OBE to 
the Committee in place of Mrs Patricia Spark, who had resigned. They were looking 
forward to welcoming Dr Joyce Richardson to remain on the Committee but as a 
personal member in place of the late Dr Sallie Gray.

As Editor, Mr Freshwater expressed his sincere thanks to Mr John Sutherland, 
Assistant Editor for everything that he does for the Journal and the Association, to 
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Professor Ian Campbell who convenes the Editorial Committee, and all the members 
of the Editorial Committee for their creative ideas and support.

The meeting agreed that contact should be made with honours undergraduates 
and also with post graduates studying for doctorates, as doing so could prove 
fruitful. It was suggested that they should be sent a copy of the Journal and it was 
agreed that the Executive Committee should look into this possibility. 

4. President’s Report: the President began his report by thanking Mr Freshwater 
and the office staff for their support and also thanking those who serve on the 
Executive Committee, who all play their part. The President gave a summary of 
events held over the period from Spring to Autumn 2016:

Wednesday 2 March: Annual Reception and Buffet Supper held in the Playfair 
Library, Old College, with after-dinner guest speaker Professor Stephen Hillier, 
former Vice Principal International. Tuesday 19 April: Members’ Lunch held with 
guest John Dods, who presented an illustrated talk on “The History of Cramond 
Island”. Thursday 5 May: visit to Trinity House Maritime Museum in Leith for 
a guided tour. Wednesday 25 May: a Drama Workshop held with Edinburgh 
Graduate Theatre Group at 18 Buccleuch Place. Due to the success of the workshop, 
a second meeting was held on 27 July. Wednesday 7 September: a photographic 
tour of Edinburgh buildings with University connections entitled ‘The University 
in the City’ held in the Playfair Library Hall, was presented by Peter Freshwater. 
Wednesday 12 October: Members’ Lunch held in the Playfair Library Hall, with 
guest speaker Reverend Ewan Aitken, Chief Executive of the Cyrenians Trust. 
Tuesday 1 November: Members’ Lunch held in the Playfair Library Hall. Guest 
speaker, Mr James McCarthy, gave a talk entitled ‘Wild Scotland - Highlights of the 
Diversity of Scotland’s Wildlife and Conservation Issues’. Thursday 1 December: 
Christmas Party - an informal gathering of members of the Executive and Editorial 
Committees and fellow members of the Association - held in the Association’s office 
premises. £115 for Association funds was raised by a Christmas-themed raffle.

The President and his daughter attended the Royal Garden Party at the Palace of 
Holyroodhouse on Tuesday 1 July as representatives of the Association. 

The Service of Remembrance was held in the Old Quad on Sunday 13 November 
and the President laid a wreath on behalf of the Association.

The Programme of Events for Spring 2017 was circulated to members in the 
December issue of the Journal, namely two Members’ Lunches with guest speakers, 
an outing to visit ‘Dynamic Earth’ and the Annual Reception & Buffet Supper in 
the Playfair Library Hall on 27 June at which the Principal, Professor Sir Timothy 
O’Shea, would be our guest. The Principal had taken a real interest in the Association 
during his term in office and it was hoped that this would be a well-attended event 
to mark his retiral later in 2017. 

The President agreed with Mr Freshwater’s earlier comments and that we 
should be thinking ahead to the Association’s two centenaries in 2024 and 2025. 
Suggestions of how to mark the occasions would be welcomed.

Membership figures as at 30 September 2016 were 1,192 having taken account 
of 60 deaths and 40 new members. A recruitment drive had been carried out in 
summer 2016 using e-mail as well as surface post to alumni in all parts of Scotland. 
New subscription payments more than covered the cost of postage and donations 
also covered the administration costs of the recruitment drive. The new members 
would be welcome in supporting all that the Association does. Another recruitment 
exercise would be held in summer 2017.

The President proposed that in recognition of the support given to us by the 
Principal, Professor Sir Timothy O’Shea, he should be offered a role as an Honorary 
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President of the Association. This was unanimously approved as being a very 
appropriate gesture.

5. Election of Office-bearers for 2017/18: President: Dr Langdon, having served one 
year of the elected term, was elected to serve in office for another year. 

Vice President: Mrs Gray, having served one year of the elected term, was elected to 
serve in office for another year. 

Honorary Secretary: Dr Richardson had intimated that she did not wish to be 
re-elected. The President expressed his appreciation of her commitment and 
contribution to the work of the Association during the past 15 years, 10 of which 
were in her role as Hon. Secretary. Mr David Lamb, who had previously served as 
President, had indicated a willingness to be nominated for the position of Honorary 
Secretary and this was unanimously approved. 

Honorary Treasurer: the position was vacant following the resignation of Miss 
Jennifier Docherty. The Executive Committee had nominated Mr Finlay Marshall for 
this post and he had indicated his willingness to take up this position. Mr Marshall 
was well known to the Association as he had filled the role of Piper at our most recent 
two St Andrew’s Night dinners. Mr Marshall was a former actuary and had served 
on the Business Committee and had worked in a professional capacity with Mr Lamb.

6. Appointment of Honorary Accounts Examiner: Mr Eric Brown had been co-
opted to this post following the AGM last year and had indicated his willingness to 
continue in this role. This was unanimously approved.

7. Executive Committee Elections: there were no retirals this year, as no new 
committee members had been elected at the AGM in 2012. Dr Joyce Richardson had 
indicated a willingness to serve as a member of the Executive Committee and this 
was approved without dissent. There were no nominations from the floor and none 
had been received in written form. The President emphasised that new skills and 
fresh experience would always be welcomed to the Executive Committee.

8. Any Other Competent Business: as this AGM had been held in the evening, 
servitor costs of £80 had been incurred. Development & Alumni had most generously 
agreed to meet this cost, for which we were most grateful and our thanks were 
formally recorded. 

Mrs Gray reported on the new Glasgow Coffee Mornings venture and admitted 
that these events had had a tricky start with no-one attending the first two meetings 
in November and December 2016. She had attempted to encourage attendance by 
sending a Christmas card, including an invitation, to a few members who lived 
in Glasgow and who might be able to attend. 8 had attended in January and, in 
February, the weather was bad and only four came. Several members had indicated 
their intention to attend the March 11 meeting. Miss Shanks said that a monthly 
coffee morning in Glasgow was a good idea and could be extended to, say, two 
lunches a year if there was support. She thought that the venue, the café at the 
GOMA, was suitable. The President thanked Mrs Gray for her persistence in 
attempting to start this new venture.

9. Date of Next Meeting: the President said that the next AGM would be held on 
Thursday 22 February 2018 at 12 noon and would be followed by a light sandwich 
lunch. The meeting closed at 8.20pm with a vote of thanks to the Chair.
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Crossing the Queensferry Crossing 2017
by Pippy Tyler
Pippy Tyler is Edinburgh born and bred. She pursued a career in nursing and 
midwifery - practice and then education. She travelled widely in her youth (overland 
to the Far East) before settling down to a “quieter” life in her hometown. Now 
retired, she enjoys art classes and local history.

The Queensferry Crossing Experience 
was an event held at the beginning of 
September to celebrate the opening of 

Scotland’s newest bridge. There are three Forth 
bridges between North and South Queensferry, 
each built in a different century: the iconic 1890 
railway bridge, the 1964 road bridge and now, 
at last, the Queensferry Crossing, so named after 
a public vote. We’ve watched this bridge grow 
from conception and through its long gestation 
to completion in 2017. It is a fine bridge, able to 
claim, among other records, that it is the tallest 
bridge in the Britain, with towers 208m high, and 
the longest freestanding balanced cantilever in the world. But it is also a 
beautiful bridge, with those three tall towers and white painted cables that 
drape like the sails of a huge, graceful ship.

A few weeks ago, a message popped into my in-box with an invitation 
“[…] to be one of 50,000 people to walk across the Queensferry Crossing. As 
the Queensferry Crossing has no pedestrian walkway, this makes it a once 
in a lifetime opportunity and a very special moment in time.” Well, just 
who wouldn’t want “[…] to be a part of history”? So, I entered that ballot 
(along with almost 250,000 other entrants, from all over the world) and, to 
my great surprise, we got lucky. My husband and I were two of the select 
50,000 allowed to walk the celebrative walk at the beginning of September. 

Advance organisation was thorough; not surprising in our times. It was 
Events Management on a huge scale, with obvious planning of necessary 
security measures, general Health & Safety issues, and crowd control. 
But it was simple from our perspective, all done online. Proof of identity 
and personal details, a recent photo, then Bob’s your uncle: our ID cards 
arrived, complete with souvenir lanyards and instructions for joining at our 
designated time slot. 

Sunday morning dawned bright and off we went by tram to the Hub 
at Edinburgh Park. By the look of their garb and tell-tale lanyards, several 
fellow travellers were also bridge-bound. Already there was an atmosphere 
of excitement.

 Organisation proved fantastic and logistics worked perfectly. We were 
met first by uniformed “Ambassadors”, who guided us via registration and 
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security check points (as well as the loos!) towards the bus pickup area. 
Everyone was helpful, smiling, and happy. We chatted to the young people 
recruited as guides, who told us they were volunteers; no pay, but “got the 
T-shirt”. And jolly nice jackets they were too. The police were also there, 
plenty of them, and all smiles and joining in the fun, pleased to share a selfie.

It wasn’t long before we were sitting upstairs on a double-decker Lothian 
bus, en route to the bridge. The new road was clear and we swept along at a 
good rate with no hold-ups and soon we caught glimpses of the bridge in 
the distance, looking for all the world like a majestic ship in full sail. 

Then off the bus, through the starting 
point and on our way northwards, on 
the western side, as we made our way 
over the water, towards the Kingdom of 
Fife. We had been told to expect to take 
about an hour, but we sauntered along at 
a leisurely pace, enjoying the sights and 
the company. It wasn’t too crowded. Our 
walking-mates were all sorts of people: 
young and old; able-bodied and disabled; 
all colours; all styles of dress, (some decidedly unusual, to say the least!) 
Everyone was cheerful and relaxed, ready to talk to complete strangers, 
having a laugh at those in fancy dress and, of course, eager to share their 
views, and admire the amazing structure. Being on the bridge close up, 
it was somewhat difficult to take in its awesomeness. I know little about 
engineering, but even I could see that it is impressive.

Along the way, there were signboards with distance covered and listing 
some of the facts about the building of the bridge - serious and curious, 
weird and wonderful. How about this one? “23,000 miles of cabling was 
used in the construction of the Queensferry Crossing, and that is nearly 
enough to go around the world”. Goodness me. Amazing all right! 

The views across the Firth of Forth were 
beautiful. The weather was good and the 
water as blue as the sky. Wee boats in the 
river came by, slowed up and seemed to 
signal their approval.

The volunteers were excellent. They 
took trouble to look out for those who 
might need some extra help, offered to 
take photos for us, answered questions 
as best they could, willing to do anything 
to make sure everyone had a good 
experience. There was laughter and chat, 
and sharing of stories and memories of 
different crossings. From ferries to rail 
and road bridges, crossing the Forth at 
Queensferry is an ancient tradition. It 
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was hazardous enough crossing rough waters in the old days, and the rail 
bridge changed the life of many, but at a price – there was a significant 
mortality/morbidity toll among the The Briggers, the men who built it. As 
regards motor traffic, even in our own life time there were sometimes ferry 
accidents, and we oldies can well remember the tedium of queuing for the 
ferry when we set off on our summer holidays going up north. 

The 1964 road bridge changed all that. It was exciting at the time, 
shortening the journeys in spite of difficulties like high winds. And who 
remembers those wee toll booths? We quickly got used to it. Many of us had 
walked that bridge several times. And now here we were walking over the 
Queensferry Crossing, taking part in “the once in a lifetime opportunity” that 
was indeed special: no prospect of more Sunday afternoon jaunts permitted 
on this bridge. So, we relished the day. Others did their own special “extras”, 
from charitable fundraising, to picnics at the finish, and I even read last week 
that there has been a first marriage proposal on the new bridge.

All too soon we were at the other side (no passport required to enter the 
Kingdom of Fife) where the buses again lined up to take us back to Edinburgh 
Park. The whole trip took a little over 2 hours from start to finish. It was a 
fantastic and memorable day, one that I will remember with pleasure.

General Council of 
the University of Edinburgh

Half-Yearly Meeting and Lunch 
The General Council Half-Yearly-Meeting 

will take place on Saturday 24 February 2018 at 10.30am 
in the new meeting facilities in the McEwan Hall.

This will be an opportunity to view the Pathway to Enlightenment 
in the Victorian concourse and to hear the new Principal, 

Professor Peter Mathieson, who will be in attendance.
The formal business will be followed, as usual, by the General 

Council Lunch and we are delighted to announce that the 
after-lunch speaker will be Mr J J Chalmers, TV Presenter, 

Invictus Games Medallist, and Edinburgh graduate (BEd 2009).
Further details will be found on the General Council website:

www.general-council.ed.ac.uk
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The Artifice of Intelligence
by Dr Anastasis A Georgoulas
Anastasis Georgoulas studied Electrical and Computer Engineering in the National 
Technical University of Athens, and holds an MSc and a PhD in Informatics from 
the University of Edinburgh. His research focuses on mathematical modelling 
techniques and machine learning methods to better understand systems which 
behave randomly. He currently works as a Research Software Engineer at University 
College London.

In August of this year, Elon Musk, the CEO of Tesla Inc, made waves with 
his statement that Artificial Intelligence was a bigger risk to humanity’s 
future than North Korea. The source of the declaration was perhaps more 

surprising than its content. Here was an entrepreneur whose companies are 
working on self-driving cars and colonising Mars, elevating a technological 
field to a worldwide threat. The ensuing exchange of opinions with other high-
profile entrepreneurs and members of the community at large over Twitter, 
while inevitable in this digital age, must have had little value in settling the 
question or clarifying the arguments for anyone interested in the issue.

This is not the first time that concerns about Artificial Intelligence arise, of 
course. Whether it is humanoid robots rising against their masters, intelligent 
war deterrents gone awry, overzealous smart homes on claustrophobic 
lockdown or authoritarian crime prediction systems, examples abound of 
technological creations running amock to create bleak, dystopian fictional 
futures. Across all fields of scientific activity, only nuclear physics can rival 
the concern and worry given rise by AI. But where our fear of the former 
is solidly founded on factual evidence of its potential for destruction, and 
stems (with tragically unfortunate belatedness, some would say) from 
historical events, the latter lacks this kind of strong foundation. It is a fear 
of the future, not the past, but no less strong for being speculative – nor less 
well-founded, as AI sceptics would point out.

It is not hard to see why the field inspires such interest: it touches on 
fundamental questions, forcing us to reconsider what it means to think, to 
understand, to be human, and to explore the limits of our capacity to create. 
It is these same questions that give rise to doubts about its implications and 
concerns about where it is headed. To properly and responsibly address 
these, we need a sound understanding of what AI really is, where the 
status quo lies and the ways in which these boundaries are being pushed. 
As often happens, however, even with all the possibilities of this world 
of digital information and open knowledge, this kind of understanding 
rapidly evaporates the further one moves from the gates of the institutions 
undertaking the research.

Instead, it is our vague impressions of the field that form our opinions, 
and these are so often coloured by factors such as artistic intent or 
market interests. The importance of the latter, in particular, should not be 
underestimated. With AI picking up traction as a ‘hot trend’, there has been 
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a marked tendency to invest in it and to apply its methods to problems 
large and small, without much care as to whether such an approach makes 
sense. An illustrative example of this kind of attitude occurred in Barcelona 
in 2016, in the context of one of the major conferences of the field, when 
word spread among conference attendees about a new entrepreneurial 
scheme due to be launched at a soirée. The event, complete with an Oxford 
academic giving a speech introducing the product, was heavily attended 
by researchers and funders alike, the latter group approaching the team in 
support of the exciting new technology presented. It was only after the day 
was over that the organisers announced that the whole thing was a joke, 
designed to show how much support and buzz they could achieve with 
completely meaningless, made-up content. Amusing, perhaps, that venture 
capitalists had no idea that they were investing in thin air, as clueless as 
any random passer-by about the science they should in principle have 
investigated – but, at the same time, a sobering reminder for caution in the 
face of extreme hype.

To a large extent, the excitement is understandable. Some of it is 
because progress is overstated: researchers in robotics say that a video of 
robots performing impressive feats often needs not only multiple takes 
but also people standing out of frame ready to catch them when they fall. 
Unsurprisingly, this footage does not end up in the final advertisement, 
even if it undoubtedly makes for entertaining viewing. Even disregarding 
the glossy advertising, however, it would be foolish to deny the pace of 
progress in AI and the fruits it has borne. Less than ten years ago, many, 
if not most, would scarcely believe in products which we have begun to 
take for granted: smart home assistants, insightful film recommendations, 
and automatic translation at the fingertips of everyone with an internet 
connection. If we can make these things so efficiently now, as all media 
remind us daily, how can we not assume that intelligent robots are not 
just waiting around the corner, ready to subjugate us? Are we not close to 
cracking the secret of human intelligence, allowing us to replicate it and use 
it to make our lives easier, or to weaponise it?

Gary Kasparov’s chess games against IBM’s Deep Blue between 
1996 and 1997 were a watershed moment in the public perception of AI.
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A key point in answering this concerns the essence of AI research, and the 
name of the discipline itself. Before anything else, we must acknowledge that 
AI is not a monolithic subject, nor is it one thing to all people. In its early days, 
AI employed mathematical logic to capture the activities that we perceive as 
making up intelligence: learning, understanding, making decisions.

As the field grew and adapted, new subdisciplines emerged. These 
disparate directions also came to rest under the umbrella term of AI, whether 
for taxonomical convenience, acknowledgement of their origins or simply 
the wow-factor the name imparts, despite often being only tenuously related 
to the original study of intelligence.

One of the fields that is receiving much attention, both in the press 
and in industry, is the equally bombastically-named machine learning. It 
is concerned with finding patterns in data, statistical correlations that can 
lead, if not to insight, then to increased prediction accuracy when faced with 
new environments. The field is responsible for some of the most high-profile 
achievements of AI in recent years, and surely has much more to offer, 
whether in automatic translation, image recognition or analysis of genetic 
sequencing data. Its techniques include the fast-becoming-standard neural 
networks, so named because they were thought to resemble the structure 
and function of the brain. 

And there lies the crux of the matter, as 
neural networks are essentially a caricature 
of the real thing, inspired by it but not 
offering any meaningful approximation. 
When they are used to learn from data in 
order to make a decision, their operation 
is based on statistical measures, not on 
any internalised understanding of how 
things work. It is the difference between, 
on the one hand, defeating a professional 
(whether it is Gary Kasparov in 1997 or 
the more recent much-touted deciphering 
of the game of Go) because you can search 
huge records of previous matches for a 
winning move at incredible speed, and, 
on the other, understanding what makes 
a move optimal. Winning in a game is 
very different to understanding language 
or cognition; as much as we optimise 
and elaborate on these artificial neural 
networks, we still have a very long way 
to go before we understand how natural 
brains function.

Readers would be excused for 
thinking that my goal is to prove that 
AI poses no risks, but I pretend to make 
no such claim. As with any advanced 



100   University of Edinburgh Journal 48: 2 (December 2017) 20

technology, there are questions we should ask ourselves about its use and 
the possibilities of misuse, ranging from the obvious to the subtle. On the 
blatant end of the spectrum, while intelligent war machines in the style of 
film depictions belong in the realm of fiction so far, it would be foolish to 
dismiss the potential for the use of these technologies in warfare. To give but 
one example, even now we are witnessing a shift towards the use of drones to 
launch attacks from a distance, and neural networks are one of the methods 
employed to automatically identify the targets. In spite of the presumed safety 
to personnel this is meant to provide, concerns remain about the accuracy 
of identification (this time, like those about nuclear strikes, more solidly 
grounded in actual experience) and the destructive potential of errors when 
the human factor is removed from the decision process. Not only that, but this 
automation dissociates people from their acts, inserting a false wall between 
our decisions and their effects, with possibly dire effects on our attitudes and 
sense of accountability. “The machine made me do it” could become an easy 
excuse for poor analysis or ineptitude in the aftermath of a tragedy.

On the subtler side, even if killer robots are not currently a pressing concern, 
long-standing worries about deep changes to the employment landscape 
are certainly not unfounded, nor are they limited to humanoid automata. 
With today’s computing power and elaborate data analysis systems, we are 
increasingly turning to automated algorithms for making predictions and 
decisions in all aspects of life, from financial reliability to employability and 
health. As Cathy O’Neil explains in her book Weapons of Math Destruction, 
these systems are opaque (in their workings and goal), unaccountable and, 
above all, offer the illusion of fairness and objectivity when they are anything 
but. Quite the contrary, being founded on existing decision processes, they 
carry with them biases which can be harder to identify and remove than with 
their human predecessors. If our over-reliance on such systems continues 
unchecked, we may find ourselves not just perpetuating the prejudices and 
inequalities of the past, but replacing them with new ones which we are 
unprepared to acknowledge and ill-equipped to fight.

Undoubtedly, a new environment is crystallising to which we are so 
far struggling to adapt: we cannot fully understand (nor, therefore, trust) 
these systems, but neither are we keen to relinquish the conveniences of 
automation. There are important questions which we must address, and 
we may well find ourselves having to sacrifice ease for security, or vice 
versa. Experts, activists, and legislators are beginning to engage with these 
issues, signalling the start of a much-needed dialogue, and bringing these 
questions to the forefront for the public to consider. Above all, however, we 
should remember that these are our own creations, neither omnipotent nor 
infallible, and that we therefore have not only the ability but also the duty to 
understand, refine and, ultimately, control them.

Images:
Page 22: Gary Kasparov plays Deep Blue. Photography by Louis Pshioyos/Corbis. 
Page 23: NASA’s Valkyrie. Copyright © Edinburgh Centre for Robotics: http://www.
edinburgh-robotics.org/equipment/robotarium-east-humanoid/valkyrie
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The Edinburgh Festival and the University 
of Edinburgh 
by Professor Richard Demarco CBE
Richard Demarco was born in Edinburgh in 1930 of Italian-Irish ancestry, and 
graduated from Edinburgh College of Art in 1953. He taught as Art Master at 
Duns Scotus Academy, Edinburgh, co-founded the Traverse Theatre and later 
founded The Richard Demarco Gallery, and now directs the Demarco European Art 
Foundation. As an artist, he is represented in over 2,500 art collections, and was 
made an OBE in 1984, and a CBE in 2007. He is Professor Emeritus of European 
Cultural Studies at Kingston University, London.

This year marks the 70th anniversary of the Edinburgh International 
Festival. It coincides with the 50th anniversary of the first official Festival 
exhibition that I directed. It was entitled The Edinburgh Open One 

Hundred. This 1967 Demarco Gallery exhibition was presented in collaboration 
with Edinburgh University’s School of Extra-Mural Studies in the University’s 
newly-built David Hume Tower, a key building defining the University’s 
modernisation of the George Square campus. It was located near Charles Street 
where the first paperback bookshop in Britain could be found; it was established 
and directed by Jim Haynes who chose to study History at Edinburgh 
University during his two years National Service with the American Air Force 
based on the outskirts of Edinburgh1. This led to his becoming involved in the 
phenomenon of the burgeoning community of students, all from American 
Ivy League universities. In the Fifties and Sixties, these young Americans had 
chosen to spend their Junior Year Abroad at Edinburgh University.

This Edinburgh Festival exhibition proved to be of historic importance. 
It attracted over fifteen hundred artists living all over the United Kingdom. 
It was the first official Edinburgh Festival manifestation of contemporary 
visual art on a large scale. Jennie Lee, then the Minister of Culture (and 
herself an Edinburgh graduate), underlined its importance by opening it and 
awarding nine prizes to the most successful artists in what was essentially 
a competition as Edinburgh’s equivalent to the celebrated annual John 
Moores Painting Prize in Liverpool.

This led to a further Demarco Gallery/Edinburgh University collaboration 
in the form of an educational experiment in all the arts, inspired by The 
Bauhaus and its American version, Black Mountain College. It was entitled 
Edinburgh Arts and was designed to involve the University in the Official 
Edinburgh Festival exhibition programme. It involved the University’s 
School of Scottish Studies under the direction of Professor John McQueen 
and his colleagues, including Dr John MacInnes, Dr Alie Munro, and 
Hamish Henderson. It also involved the University’s School of Extra-Mural 
Studies under the direction of Dr Basil Skinner. He collaborated with Dr 
Peter Williams and Kenneth von Barthold of the University’s School of 
Music in an Edinburgh Arts music programme in St Cecilia’s Hall so that 
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the Edinburgh Arts students could study the University’s historic collection 
of musical instruments. Those Edinburgh Arts students from such American 
universities as Harvard, Yale, and Stanford were awarded up to six academic 
credits under the aegis of the School of Scottish Studies.

Edinburgh Arts continued well into the 
1980s and led to no fewer than five generations 
of Edinburgh University students inviting 
me to be their choice as University Rector 
in five Rectorial elections. This gave me 
an insider’s view of Edinburgh University 
student life in the Seventies and Eighties. 
I was never elected Rector, although I was 
runner-up twice. I was consoled by the fact 
that the total number of students who wished 
me to be their Rectorial candidate could be 
numbered in thousands. In 1979, Professor 
Neil MacCormick, the University’s Professor 
of Public Law, encouraged one of his students 
to invite me as a Rectorial candidate. This 
election resulted in Father Anthony Ross, the 
University’s Roman Catholic Chaplain, being 
elected as the first Roman Catholic Rector 
since the Scottish Reformation. Professor John 
Erickson, of the School of Defence Studies, 
again encouraged his students to choose me as Rector in their experience 
of the reality of Edinburgh University politics during the Cold War. I was 
again involved with the University’s academic life was when I received an 
Honorary Fellowship from Edinburgh University’s College of Art in 2008.

Perhaps the most important contribution that I made to the official 
programme of the Edinburgh Festival in collaboration with Edinburgh 
University was the 1983 conference entitled Housing the Arts in the 20th Century. 
The conference was held in the David Hume Tower. Delegates assembled 
from all over the international art world and focused on the interface between 
cultural and educational studies on the level of tertiary education.

Among the speakers were Sir John Drummond, the Director of the 
Edinburgh Festival, and his successor, Frank Dunlop, and Dr. Arthur Sackler, 
the leading American art patron who brought the treasures of The Smithsonian 
in Washington DC to the Edinburgh Festival, as well as The Smithsonian’s 
senior curators and academics. There were representatives from Le Centre 
Pompidou in Paris, the Tate Gallery, the Museum Ludwig in Cologne, the 
Moenchengladbach Museum, and the De Menil Art Foundation in New York. 

Last year, the Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art presented an 
exhibition using that part of the Demarco Archive which focused on the life 
and art of Joseph Beuys. This was associated with a symposium at the Talbot 
Rice Gallery involving Edinburgh University’s art history students.

My memories of the 1962 Writers’ Conference as an official Edinburgh 
Festival event are still vivid, as well as those of the 1963 Drama Conference. 

Prof Richard Demarco CBE
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These were held in Edinburgh University’s McEwan Hall. These were nodal 
points in the history of the official Edinburgh Festival. They were fully 
supported by Lord Harewood, the Edinburgh International Festival Director. 
The 1963 Conference was noteworthy because it ended with what could be 
described as ‘a Happening’. It was a manifestation of the new genre of art 
associated with the revolutionary spirit of the sixties. The originator of this 
new art form was Allan Kaprow. He, together with the English actor Charles 
Lewsen, the American theatre director, Charles Marowitz, the Scottish artist 
Mark Boyle and Ken Dewey, the American film-maker, added a much-
needed expression of the avant-garde into the official Festival programme. It 
bound firmly together the Festival’s visual and performing arts programmes. 
This ‘Happening’ involved the nude presence of an Edinburgh College of Art 
life-drawing model. She was seated and wheeled across the balcony of the 
McEwan Hall. She appeared for only a matter of seconds, but this was enough 
for the ‘Happening’ to be associated with a scandalous event, unbecoming 
to the Edinburgh Festival programme. John Calder, as Director of the Drama 
Conference, was obliged to defend his aspect of the ‘Happening’ and Lord 
Harewood was enbroiled in the scandal. The young model, Anna Keeselaar, 
personified the shocking nature of this new genre of art. It was also in the 
McEwan Hall that I was privileged to attend the lecture given by Professor 
George Steiner inspired by the Festival’s 50th anniversary. I was saddened 
that he did not refer to that historic event.

I have been commissioned by Luath Press to write my personal history of the 
Festival from my multi-layered experiences of all seventy Festivals. Naturally, 
I will dwell on the dramatic change that has taken place over the last two 
decades in the world of academe, in particular the way in which Edinburgh 
University has contributed to the Festival’s world-wide stature. This process 
of change could be discerned as early as the 30th anniversary year of 1977 when 
the increasing power of the market forces began to exert an influence.

My history of the Edinburgh Festival will be in seven parts to emphasise 
the sad fact that the world of all the arts is more and more associated with 
the world of large-scale entertainment, tourism and and leisure services, 
all focused on spectacle culture. As part of his foreword to the 1947 
Official Festival programme, Sir John Falconer stated that ‘the Edinburgh 
International Festival will be in no way a commercial venture’. As Lord 
Provost of Edinburgh, and therefore as the Chairman of the Festival’s Board 
of Trustees, he was upholding the vision of the Festival held in the minds of 
the small group of friends who had strongly believed in 1946 that Edinburgh 
could become the British equivalent of Salzburg as a city associated with an 
international arts festival.

Chief among these friends was Rudolf Bing, an Austrian Jewish refugee 
who was obliged to escape from Hitler’s nightmarish dreams of a Third Reich. 
He had found himself ‘at home’ in Sussex in the Glyndebourne Opera Festival. 
He was fortunate to have the support of Eva, Lady Rosebery, a devotee of 
Glyndebourne. They were both friends of Harry Harvey Wood, the Director 
of the British Council in Scotland. He saw clearly that Edinburgh could replace 
Salzburg in the aftermath of the Second World War and in 1944 he arranged a 
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lunch in a London hotel, for this to be seriously considered among his British 
Council colleagues. James Bridie, as a leading British playwright, as well as 
Lord Cameron, a leading Scottish Law Lord, Moray Watson, the Editor of 
The Scotsman and, importantly, Dr Sydney Newman, Edinburgh University’s 
Reid Professor of Music, added their support as did Tyrone Guthrie, then 
regarded as a world-renowned innovative theatre director.

I was a seventeen-year-old schoolboy in 1947 and, as such, I was 
privileged to have my first experience of orchestral music performed by 
the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra under the baton of Bruno Walter. The 
orchestra’s first performance in Edinburgh was an important political 
and historical event because it was the first time that this orchestra had 
performed since it was forced to disband under the orders of Hitler in the 
early 1930s. In that first Festival, I also experienced the French language 
production of Moliere’s masterpiece L’Ecole des Femmes by Le Theatre de 
Louis Jouvet. Naturally, my French studies improved as I fell in love with 
the sound of the French language.

The Festival Fringe programme came into being with only eight 
productions. It should be noted that it began with a production of Everyman 
performed, not in Edinburgh, but in Dunfermline, staged within the 
Romanesque interior of Dunfermline Abbey.

The Festival’s official programme was also on a small scale providing 
proof that ‘small is beautiful’. With the blessing of three weeks of sunshine, 
the first Festival was regarded as an unqualified success. In striking contrast, 
this year’s Festival, in celebration of its 70th anniversary, has been measured, 
not as a small-scale event, but by its gigantic proportions. The Fringe 
Festival once again has attracted many thousands of Festival-goers, and 
has again provided Edinburgh with an income which more than offsets the 
cost of the International Festival programme. Like the 2016 Fringe Festival, 
it has undoubtedly been regarded as a thoroughly commercial venture 
and dependent on an ever-expanding Fringe programme with a focus on 
stand-up comedy. The International Festival again left the responsibility of 
presenting a visual arts dimension to the Edinburgh Festival programme 
under the aegis of the Fringe Festival. This has come to be known as The 
Edinburgh Art Festival. Edinburgh University has become more heavily 
involved in providing the Fringe with new venues on the Pleasance campus 
and on the much larger George Square campus.

Despite its growth, the Festival remains a place of cultural pilgrimage 
for universities and for primary and secondary schools, mainly from 
all over Europe, North America, and the British Commonwealth. My 
involvement has been in the world of experimental education using 
the language of all the arts. I am grateful to the academic support I 
received during the nineties when I was Kingston University’s Professor 
of European Cultural Studies. Then Europe was finally free of the Iron 
Curtain and with it the Cold War.

Edinburgh became world-famous when it was associated with the 18th 
and 19th century Enlightenment which, to a large extent, centred on the 
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achievements of Edinburgh University scholars. In 1947, after the tragedy 
of the two World Wars, Edinburgh once again attracted world recognition 
as the home of the world’s largest festival of all the arts which twinned the 
Festival’s programme with that of the Fringe. To a large extent, the Fringe 
depended in the 1960s on university drama societies, including that of 
Edinburgh University. 

I am well aware, as I attempt to write my memoirs, that without Jim 
Haynes’ Paperback Bookshop located in the very heart of Edinburgh 
University’s George Square campus, the Traverse Theatre and the Demarco 
Gallery would not have come into being, and therefore my involvement 
in the Edinburgh Festival would have been impossible. I owe much to the 
reality of Edinburgh University and I value the fact that, in 2008, I became 
an Honorary Fellow of Edinburgh University’s most recent college, that 
dedicated to visual art and design. Edinburgh University has enabled me to 
collaborate with a significant number of its leading professorial academics, 
particularly Maurice Carstairs, C H Waddington, David Talbot Rice, and 
Owen Dudley Edwards. This has helped me explore the interface between 
art and science and the history of ideas. Now the immediate future of the 
Edinburgh Festival Fringe must surely benefit from Sir Timothy O’Shea’s 
commitment to continuing his role as Chairman of the Festival Fringe 
Society’s Board of Trustees. 

Obviously, I must consider reviving the concept of the Demarco 
Gallery’s Edinburgh Arts experimental school of all the arts, focused on the 
international creative spirit of the Edinburgh Festival. I would like to think 
that I could therefore renew my collaboration with Edinburgh University’s 
School of Scottish Studies. I am very aware that a significant part of the 
Demarco Archive is housed under the roof of what was until recently 
Edinburgh University’s Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies. This 
magnificent building was once known as a place of healing. The Demarco 
Archive is now at home here. It houses the language of all the arts, which 
was the language considered by the founders of the Edinburgh International 
Festival. To them, it was a much-needed healing balm which could be used 
effectively to ease the pain inflicted upon humanity in the aftermath of the 
Second World War.

The Edinburgh Festival had the most serious and noble reason for its 
existence. It used the language of the arts to unify Europe, despite the barrier 
imposed by the Iron Curtain. It identified Edinburgh as a world capital of culture. 
It dignified my life and that of countless numbers of Edinburgh University 
graduates. For that reason alone, I regard the history of the Edinburgh Festival 
as inextricably entwined with that of Edinburgh University.

Notes:
1. For more information, see note on Jim Haynes’ Bookshop, Vol 46: No 1, June 2013 
of the University of Edinburgh Journal, page 15.
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Monthly Coffee Mornings
The Association meets for coffee at the

National Museum of Scotland, 
Chambers Street, Edinburgh EH1 1JF

We meet in the Balcony Café on Level 3 from
10.30am to 12.00pm

on the following Saturdays in 2018:
3 February, 3 March, 7 April, 

4 May, and 2 June
Guests are most welcome. Do join us!  

Tel. 0131 650 4292
E-mail: gradassoc.admin@ed.ac.uk

Please note that Glasgow Coffee Mornings
will be discontinued until further notice.

University of Edinburgh Graduates’ 
Association Calendar 2018

This thirteen- month calendar for the year 2018 has been produced 
for you by the Graduates’ Association, in partnership with DS 
Design Studio Ltd, and continues the tradition, begun in the 

Journal, of recording sights and statues connecting alumni with 
their University in the City of Edinburgh, using the superb 

photography of Graeme Ross (Beautiful Edinburgh Photography) 
who already contributes many illustrations to the Journal. 

Calendars are priced at £6.00, and can be purchased by using the 
appropriate section on the Programme of Events application form 

included with this Journal on page 159.

Submissions to the University of Edinburgh Journal
Members of the Graduates’ Association, and other readers, 

are reminded that the Editor would be very pleased to receive 
submissions. This can be in the form of a piece of creative 

writing or a serious article, and will be considered for possible 
publication in a future issue of the Journal.

Notes for contributors and editorial advice can be found on the 
Inside Back Cover, or by e-mailing the Editorial Office at:

gradassoc@ed.ac.uk

mailto:mailto:gradassoc.admin%40ed.ac.uk?subject=
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Early Chinese Students in Scotland – Part 1: 
the Students Themselves
by Dr Shenxiao Tong
Shenxiao Tong is Academic Support Librarian for the School of Literatures, 
Languages and Cultures. He came from Jiangsu, China, to do academic research at 
the University in the mid-1990s and joined the Library in 1999 upon the completion 
of his PhD. Since then he has also been responsible for the University Library’s East 
Asian Studies Collection, the only such collection in Scotland.

The full version (both parts) of this article has been published in Sine: the Magazine 
of the Scotland China Association. This edited version appears in the Journal by 
kind permission of the author and the Editor of Sine.

Scotland is known to have educated the first 
Chinese student in Europe. Dr Wong Fun, 
who graduated MD from the University 

of Edinburgh in 1855, was also the first Western 
trained doctor in China. During the next eighty 
years or so, many of his countrymen followed 
in his footsteps, not just in receiving educa-
tion in Scotland and beyond, but in making re-
markable contributions to the social, political, 
cultural and educational changes in modern 
China. Some of the graduates from Scottish 
universities between the 1850s and 1930s were 
later to become famous doctors, scientists and 
educators, and the list even included a Second 
World War hero whose vital contributions were revealed to the public only 
recently. At least five of these early Chinese graduates in Scotland have been 
the subject of recent successful PhD dissertations. They are: Gu Hongming 
(辜鸿铭, Edinburgh 1873-77), Lim Boon Keng (林文庆, Edinburgh 1887-92), 
Ding Wenjiang (丁文江, Glasgow 1907-1911), Yang Changji (杨昌济, Aber-
deen 1909-12) and Zhu Guangqian (朱光潜, Edinburgh 1925)

The modern movement of Chinese students going to the West in pursuit 
of knowledge began as a result of increased encounters between China 
and the West around the mid-19th century. For centuries before then China, 
with her ancient civilisation and rich material culture, rarely felt a need to 
learn from foreign lands. It was western Christian missionary activity that 
brought a new form of education to China. Consequently, the history of 
the Chinese students studying abroad had its origin in religion but, unlike 
the story in the Chinese classic novel The Journey to the West, in this instance 
Christian religion instead of Buddhism was the source of influence. The first 
Chinese student to have ever graduated from a European university had 
been brought to Scotland in this context.

Dr Shenxiao Tong
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The First Chinese Graduate in Europe

Wong Fun (黄宽, 1829-1878), first known as Wong Foon in Yung Wing’s 
autobiography My Life in China and America, was born in Xiangshan 

(now part of Zhuhai City) of Guangdong. He attended the Morrison 
School in Hong Kong in 1840. Seven years later, his missionary teacher the 
Reverend Samuel M Brown returned to America and took with him three 
Chinese boys in his class, Yung Wing (容闳, 1828-1912), Wong Shing (黄胜), 
and Wong Fun. In his autobiography, Yung Wing records vividly how the 
three boys volunteered themselves to follow Brown to America, which will 
give us a glimpse of how our first Chinese student in Scotland left China:

“Brown left China in the winter of 1846. Four months before he left, 
he one day sprang a surprise upon the whole school. He told of his 
contemplated return to America on account of his health and the 
health of his family. Before closing his remarks by telling us of his 
deep interest in the school, he said he would like to take a few of 
his old pupils home with him to finish their education in the United 
States, and that those who wished to accompany him would signify 
it by rising. This announcement, together with his decision to return 
to America, cast a deep gloom over the whole school. A dead silence 
came over all of us. And then for several days afterwards the burden 
of our conversation was about Brown’s leaving the school for good. 
The only cheerful ones among us were those who had decided to 
accompany him home. These were Wong Shing, Wong Foon and 
myself. When he requested those who wished to accompany him to 
the States to signify it by rising, I was the first one on my feet. Wong 
Foon was the second, followed by Wong Shing. But before regarding 
our cases as permanently settled, we were told to go home and ask the 
consent of our respective parents”. (Yung, 18-19)

Upon arriving in America, Wong Fun and the other two boys entered 
Monson Academy in Massachusetts, where he and Yung Wing graduated 
in 1849, while Wong Shing had returned to China because of poor health. 
Today, the Wilbraham & Monson Academy in Massachusetts takes pride 
in being the first American school to enrol Chinese students. Wong Fun, 
therefore, was one of the first two Chinese students to graduate from high 
school in the USA. 

The reason why Wong Fun chose to come to study medicine at Edinburgh 
University in 1850 turned out to be accidental. Of the three patrons who paid 
the boys’ expenses in America, two were Scotsmen, Andrew Shortrede and 
A A Campbell. Andrew Shortrede (1806-1858) was a prominent printer in 
Edinburgh and later became the founder, proprietor and editor of The China 
Mail (德臣西報 1845-1974) in Hong Kong. The original plan was to provide 
financial support to the boys for just two years. When Wong Fun and Yung 
Wing approached their patrons through Brown about the possible extension 
of support for their collegiate education, ‘reply came that if we wished to 
prosecute our studies after 1849, they would be willing to continue their 
support through a professional course, if we were willing to go over to 
Scotland to go through the University of Edinburgh’ (Yung, 31-33). Wong 
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Fun accepted the offer while Yung Wing preferred to stay in America with a 
view to attending Yale. Wong would not have regretted his choice of coming 
to one of the very best medical schools in the English-speaking world.

Wong Fun’s remarkable achievement as a student in Edinburgh was 
reported by several newspapers at the time, as was his graduation in 1855. 
The Scotsman on 11 May 1853, for example, published a list of honours 
awarded to students in several faculties and classes. Wong Fun won a 
Certificate of Merit in a monthly competition by ‘Exercise written in the 
Class-room, without the aid of Books or Notes.’  His MD graduation on 
Wednesday 1 August 1855 was also reported in the Scotsman on Saturday of 
that week. His dissertation’ On Functional Disorders of the Stomach, received 
a single-star commendation.1 Professor James Young Simpson’s address at 
the graduation ceremony, included this special note:

“The high station which Dr Wong Fun has won for himself among 
you as a most meritorious and modest student, and the high prizes 
and honours which has carried off, when he descended with you 
into the arena of competition in the classroom, afford us every hope 
that he, the first Chinese, I believe, who has ever graduated at a 
European University, will form, among his countrymen, a most able 
representative of the medical arts and sciences of the Western World. I 
am sure that all of us, professors and graduates, do feel an additional 
interest in his future career and welfare, seeing that he returns to his 
own distant home, not as a physician merely, but also, I believe, as a 
Christian Medical Missionary”. 

This earliest reference to Wong 
Fun on his graduation as “the first 
Chinese who has ever graduated 
at a European University” 
was made much of by several 
newspapers and magazines at the 
time. Professor Simpson’s speech 
was quoted in full by the New York 
Observer and Chronicle and later by 
The Wesleyan-Methodist Magazine, 
and referred to in The Examiner 
in London on 18 August 1855: 
‘Among the medical graduates of the Edinburgh University who obtained 
diplomas at the last examination, were a Chinese and four Egyptians. The 
Chinese graduate, Wong Fun, is believed to be the first of the Celestials who 
has ever graduated at a British university.’ It seemed that Wong Fun did not 
come to Scotland for the purpose of being trained as a medical missionary, 
though his early education in the Morrison School under the Reverend Mr 
Brown must have had an important influence. When his funding from his 
patrons in Hong Kong ceased in July 1852 however, he became associated 
with the Edinburgh Medical Missionary Society which took over the main 
responsibility of aiding him financially. Following his graduation, he 
did some medical practice and research work in Edinburgh before being 
29
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appointed by the London Missionary Society as a medical missionary and 
sent to Canton (Guangdong), China, in 1857. 

What we know today of Wong Fun’s medical career in China comes 
mainly from Wang Jimin’s History of Chinese Medicine (1932). Arriving in 
China in 1857, he opened a dispensary (Kam-li-fau Hospital) in Canton but 
resigned from the hospital in 1860 on account of a dispute over the fraudulent 
and commercial conduct of some converts. He was appointed by Viceroy Li 
Hung-chang (Li Hongzhang) as medical adviser in Shanghai but, finding no 
interest in administrative work, he continued for half a year only. In 1863 
he returned to Canton and engaged in private practice. During this period 
until his untimely death from a severe carbuncle in 1878, he was engaged in 
teaching and was also known as the first Chinese person employed by the 
Customs Medical Service at the time.2

Considering the courage with which he first went to America as a boy 
and then came to Scotland by himself in pursuit of knowledge, the feeling 
of loneliness he must have endured when there were hardly any Chinese 
speakers around, and the cold, wet and windy Edinburgh weather which 
was so different from the mild climate in his native land of Guangdong, 
the several thousand Chinese students here today will be full of admiration 
for the pioneering achievements that their predecessor made, as well as the 
warm welcome he received from the Scottish people.
Chinese Students After Wong Fun

Over the next few decades after Wong Fun’s time in Edinburgh, missionary-
sponsored study was overtaken by study on Chinese government 

support or self-funding. After China’s humiliating defeat in the several wars 
with foreign powers from 1840 to 1895, it was thought by noted statesmen like 
Zeng Guofan and Zuo Zongtang that China’s weakness was chiefly due to her 
lagging behind the West in science, technology and military armament. They 
therefore recommended the improvement of coastal defences, manufacture 
of arms and ammunition, and construction of railways. At the same time, two 
navigation schools were established, and students were chosen and sent to 
Europe in 1876 to study navigation and shipbuilding. This was the beginning 
of government-sponsored study abroad. The first group of about four dozen 
Chinese students in Britain were from this group,3 though it is not known 
how many of them came to Scotland. The trend of sending students to be 
trained in the West continued into the Republic era.

According to the Third Annual Report of the Ministry of Education in 
1911, there were 290 Chinese students in the UK which was higher than the 
numbers in any other European countries (70 in Belgium, 80 in France, 60 
in Germany, 10 in Austria, and 15 in Russia). In 1916, there were about 300 
Chinese students in the UK who came from eighteen provinces in China, 
of whom approximately one quarter were sent by the Chinese government, 
and the remainder were self-supporting. In subject choice, the most popular 
was medicine with 50 Chinese students in different institutions, including 
Scottish universities. What interests us was the popularity of Edinburgh 
and Glasgow Universities which ranked second and third in the Chinese 
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students’ choice of institutions, only after London but well before Oxford 
or Cambridge. 

A snapshot of the demographic spread of Chinese students in UK 
universities in 1916:

Smaller numbers were in Aberdeen, Oxford, Sheffield, Manchester, Leeds 
and a few other universities (MacNair 247-8).

In the early Republic period, in 1913, government funding for each of 
those to study in the UK was a monthly allowance of £16 (as compared 
to an annual allowance of £120 for the first group of government funded 
students in 1876) plus 500 yuan for travelling from China to the UK and £50 
for travelling back to China on completing their studies. There was also a 
small one-off support of 200 yuan on clothing. If a student died of illness 
while studying abroad, he should be buried locally.4 We can see a possible 
evidence of this in Morningside Cemetery at Balcarres Street in Edinburgh, 
where a Chinese person named Zha Lunzhang (查伦章) lies buried. 5 
Internet search revealed that he was a student at Wuhan University in 1928 
and wrote about Fabianism. Was he a Chinese student in Edinburgh who 
unfortunately died here?

After WWI, in 1922 the British government followed America in its decision 
to release China from all further instalments of the Boxer Indemnity by way 
of establishing a scholarship programme to fund Chinese students to study 
in the UK. Another snapshot of historical figures shows that in 1939 there 
were a total of 350 Chinese students in the UK with three different forms 
of funding: Chinese government support (111), British Boxer Indemnity 
scholarships (67), and the rest being self-funding.

Again, Edinburgh and Glasgow Universities remained popular choices:

According to Yuan Tongli’s Doctoral Dissertations by Chinese Students in Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, 1916-1961 (1963), the total number of doctorate 
dissertations by Chinese students during this period was 346, of which the 
highest number was from Cambridge (43) and London School of Economics 
(43), closely followed by Edinburgh (39).7

London
Edinburgh
Glasgow

Cambridge
Birmingham
Newcastle

116
37
25

18
18
15

London
Edinburgh
Cambridge
Glasgow
Manchester
Oxford
Liverpool
Birmingham

Sheffield
Durham
Leeds
Staffordshire
Rugby
Plymouth
Gloucester
Others

154
48
33
23
21
18
11
10

9
5
4
4
2
2
1
5
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Why did Scotland, and Edinburgh in particular, become such popular 
destinations for Chinese students? First, Scottish education has long enjoyed 
a high international reputation, just as Edinburgh was known to be the 
intellectual centre of the Enlightenment movement in Europe in the 18th 
century. Of the six most ancient universities in the English-speaking world, 
Scotland has four. The names of distinguished Scottish philosophers, writers, 
doctors, economists, inventors, scientists, engineers, and even missionary 
scholars were familiar to China at the time. 

Secondly, Scottish universities have the long tradition of welcoming foreign 
students from all corners of the world. Edinburgh University has always been 
international in outlook, recruiting students from overseas since the earliest 
days.8 Today, about 40 percent of the University’s student population is 
international, from 137 countries and speaking more than 70 languages.

Thirdly, the reason was probably financial: it was indeed cheaper to 
study in Scotland than in England at that time. As Professor Xu Shihu who 
attended Edinburgh University as a Master’s degree candidate from 1931 to 
1933 remembered, both tuition fees and living costs here were cheaper than 
those at any university in England. His tuition fee was £20 per month in 
Edinburgh, while it became £30 per month when he studied in Cambridge 
between 1933 and 1934.9

There was also an element of shared cultural empathy between the 
Scottish people and the Chinese that attracted Chinese students to Scotland. 
In his address on 12 April 1935 in Edinburgh before the annual meeting of 
Sino-Scottish Societies, Mr Guo Tai-Chi (郭泰祺), Chinese Minister to Great 
Britain, observed:

‘The moral and mental similarities of the Chinese and the Scottish must 
make the Chinese students, entering into the traditional atmosphere of 
this old realm, promptly at ease. “Poverty here,” he said, “was always 
redeemed by association with learning and thrift”. He then referred to 
the “close physical and spiritual touch” of the clan spirit in China and 
Scotland. I am even assured that our spoken languages and dialects, 
uncouth to other ears, are equally rocky roads to all foreigners, while 
English musical purists aver that nobody if not the Chinese can 
appreciate the bagpipes as the Scots do.’10

From the 1850s to the start of WWII, Scotland educated an impressive 
number of Chinese students who were to make an impact on the social, 
political and intellectual life of their home country. They include:

Ku Hung-Ming (辜鸿铭 1857-1928), also known as Kaw Hong Beng, 
Ku Hong Ming, Koh Hong-Beng). Edinburgh University (1873-1877); 
graduated MA in 1977. Professor of English Literature at Peking 
University. He could speak nine languages including English, French, 
German, Latin, Greek, and Malay. He was the first person in modern 
China to promote Chinese culture to the world, and the first Chinese 
scholar to translate the classics of Confucianism into English.
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Yang Changji (杨昌济, 1871-1920) studied political economics 
at Aberdeen University from 1909–1912. He was Mao Zedong’s 
father-in-law and teacher, and exerted a profound influence on the 
intellectual trends in the early 20th century, notably on the ideology 
of Mao Zedong who was taught by Yang for five years.

Ding Wenjiang (丁文江, 1887-1936) studied geology at Glasgow 
University 1907-1911. In the1920s and1930s, Ding was one of the main 
founders of early-stage geology in China. He was the first director of 
the Institute of Geology and of the Institute of Geological Survey in 
China. He once served as the general director of the Academia Sinica 
for the Republic of China.

Boon Keng Lim (林文庆, 1868-1957) graduated from Edinburgh 
University (1887-92) with first class honours in medicine in 1892. 
The Chinese physician promoted social and educational reforms in 
Singapore in the early 20th century and received an OBE. He was 
also the founder and President of Xiamen University (1923-1937).

Robert Kho-Seng Lim (林可胜, 1897-1969), son of Boon Keng Lim, 
doctor and founder of modern physiology in China. He came to live 
in Edinburgh with his father at the age of eight, and studied medicine 
in Edinburgh University 1916-20. He was Acting Chairman of the 
Central Union of Chinese Students in Great Britain and Ireland.

Yan Baohang (阎宝航, 1895-1968) studied philosophy and sociology 
at Edinburgh University 1927-1929. He was Chinese Communist 
Party’s secret strategic intelligence agent in KMT. He twice passed 
vital intelligence to Soviet Union in 1941 about expected date of 
German attack, and in 1944 on deployment of Japanese troops along 
the Sino-Soviet border. For these important contributions, he was 
posthumously awarded a medal by the Russian government in 1995. 
There was a special mention of him in the editorial of the People’s 
Daily on 7 July 2015 commemorating the Chinese contributions 
in WW2. A 26-part Chinese TV drama called Yingxiong wuming 
(Nameless Hero) made in 2007 was based on this legendary figure. 

Zhu Guangqian (朱光潜, 1897-1986) studied English literature 
at Edinburgh University in 1925 and was highly influential in 
comparative literature and aesthetics studies in China.

Wang Xindi (王馨迪, known as 辛笛 Xindi, 1919-2004) studied 
English literature at Edinburgh University during 1936?1939 and 
was one of the group in the 1940s that later came to be known as the 
“Nine Leaves” School (九叶诗派) of poetry.

Part Two of this article, ‘Chinese Students’ Organisations in Scotland and The 
Chinese Student Magazine’ will appear in the June 2018 issue of the Journal.
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Memories of Dramsoc, 1959-1964 (Part 2)
by Philip de Grouchy
The following does not purport to be a comprehensive, objective study of the activities 
of Edinburgh University Dramatic Society, henceforward ‘EUDS’ or ‘Dramsoc’, 
during the years 1959 to 1964, but only my own personal and very subjective 
impressions and memories of that time, the ‘Ramblings of an Old Mummer’, to 
appropriate the title of a Victorian book of theatre reminiscences I have. ‘Memories 
of Dramsoc, 1959-1964’ (Part 1) appeared in the June 2017 issue of the Journal.

The Curse of the Undated Programme 

One of the problems about writing this sort of reminiscence, where 
fading memory has to be supplemented by solid evidence, is the 

Curse of the Undated Programme. I have been in the habit of keeping 
the programmes of all shows I have seen or been involved with since the 
beginning of my theatre ‘career’, as spectator or participant. But it was not 
until some years into this career, when trying to determine the date of a 
long-past show, that I realised that programmes, amateur or professional, 
are often not fully dated: days and month, usually yes, but year, frequently 
not. So, where memory fails, one has to resort to internal evidence to fix 
the date or order of performances: references to ‘next season’s programme’, 
with the year thereof; dates mentioned in adverts or on an attached ticket; the 
company recorded in the credits - - this last the most useful for my purposes 
in this account. It is surprising how few of my Dramsoc programmes, other 
than Festival ones, are fully dated. Needless to say, with any production I 
have been responsible for over the years, I have made sure, for the benefit of 
posterity, that the programme had the days, month and year on it!  

The Society’s programmes were as varied in format as in content, from 
the elaborate glossy booklet, with pictures of the stars in full black-and-
white, to the single folded typed and cyclostyled sheet, now faded and 
scarcely legible. 
In The Birthday Party and Out of It! 

A total contrast for the autumn term of 1961 was one of the newest voices 
in the English theatre, former actor ‘David Baron’, real name Harold 

Pinter, and his controversial play The Birthday Party, saved from disaster 
on its first run, so legend already had it, by Harold Hobson, drama critic of 
The Sunday Times and now, only two years later, revived by Dick Stevens 
and Dramsoc for what may have been its Scottish premiere. I think John 
Airs and I were the only undergraduates in the six-strong cast. Pat Dunn, 
already a graduate of his Canadian university, (how we used to tease him 
about Rideau River Campus!) as a rather diminutive yet menacing Irish 
heavy; a local folk-singer Roy Guest, master of ‘The Howff’, as the sinister 
Goldberg; a member of the Graduates, Margaret Yarrow, as simple-minded 
Meg; and Dick’s wife ‘Sarah Stevan’ (Margaret) as Lulu, with John Airs as 
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the unfortunate Stanley, and myself, one of the youngest playing as usual 
the oldest, Petey Boles. Not much of a part to get one’s teeth into: he isn’t 
even on stage for the climactic birthday party itself. But it was an exciting 
and interesting show to be involved with. One off-stage memory is of 
having publicity/programme photos being taken on a bleak winter’s day on 
Portobello beach, with the great red block of the power station, now long 
gone, in the background. 

 Alas, my first edition copy of the play is somewhat reduced in value by 
the stage directions, scribbled foolishly in biro, scattered throughout. 
Julius Caesar a la Pearl & Dean 

Good old Shakespeare again for spring 1962. Deserting his usual 
post as Business and immaculately evening-suited Front-of-House 

Manager, Pat Brookes took up the reins as producer of Julius Caesar (only 
Dick Stevens ‘directed’; nearly everyone else still ‘produced’) a no-nonsense, 
straightforward presentation, togas and all. The set, white steps and pillars, 
did give rise to unkind comparisons with the title-scene of Pearl & Dean, 
the cinema advertising agency of the time. I was very happy with my role 
as Cassius, sincere and vindictive, patriotic and envious, noble and petty, 
with plenty of good speeches to relish, a character with loads of…character.

Inevitably, in those days of ‘set-plays’, the production attracted school 
parties, and one night, (and, amazingly, on only one night) I think, my words 
in the last act of the play “This is my birthday; as this very day / Was Cassius 
born” evoked from the audience a raucous rendition of Happy Birthday 
to You. The other much-apprehended line, uttered by Bob Macaulay as 
Brutus to his servant, “And touch thy instrument a strain or two” regularly 
provoked ribaldry. And Andrew Kitchen as Caesar had to avoid the 
various pitfalls of his key line “Doth not Bootus brootless kneel?” or “Doth 
not Broothless blootess kneel?” or “Doth not Blootus bloothless kneel?” just 
before being enthusiastically bloodied (see below) by the conspirators. 

The style of the costumes meant that much bare skin was exposed, 
necessitating make-up. At the dress rehearsal, a huge bottle of brown 
gunge was brought into the men’s dressing room, “You’ve got to put this stuff 
on.” “Shit!” “No, it’s body make-up”. And to provide the required blood for 
assassinations, murders, suicides, etc., rather than pay for expensive Max 
Factor or Leichner’s, or even tomato ketchup, some bright spark obtained a 
jorum of genuine bull’s blood from the local abattoir. Fine for the first night 
or so, but after a few days in a hot dressing room…phew! Whaur’s yer health 
and safety noo? 
My First Production! 

The summer plays of 1962 included my own first attempt at production: 
Chekov’s one-act farce The Proposal. I enjoyed directing of this little piece. 

I had an excellent cast, Carola Brown as the daughter, Rikki Stevens as her 
father, and as the nervous suitor, a larger-than-life character, Lino Correia, 
who hailed from South Africa. However, the actual performance was for me 
quite unnerving. I couldn’t watch much of it, and hovered around outside 
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the auditorium door. The cast suffered no such qualms, and made the most 
of the comic possibilities, especially Lino in an appropriately over-the-top 
performance which kept little of my beautifully-crafted production, but 
which the audience loved. This was the first of many productions that I have 
tackled over the decades, but I actually sat through most of the performances 
of subsequent ones! 
The Clandestine Marriage 

In the early summer vacation of 1962, I went on my first, and as it worked 
out, only, Borders and Highland Tour, when I was part of Bob Macaulay’s 

intrepid band taking Garrick and Coleman’s comedy, The Clandestine 
Marriage, along with a short cod-Victorian melodrama, Blood Money as 
a curtain-raiser, to the Borders and Highlands. Many memories remain, 
on and off-stage: rehearsals in the Chaplaincy Centre (now the Bedlam 
Theatre) in Forrest Road, where the servitors were much more benign 
than fearsome Joe MacGuire of Adam House; Mr Melville, quite easy-going, 
and little Mr Moyes, a very congenial and emollient character, though I do 
remember his shattering a bottle against a wall when he flung it at an intruder.  

Memories of various modes of travel round the Highlands - hurtling 
around precipitous roads in our converted ice-cream van -- who’d ever heard 
of MOTs? -- over-loaded with scenery, lighting equipment, bedding and 
bodies, at the wheel, a manic Macaulay who, I presume, was licensed to kill 
(we never asked); travelling in quieter style with Lucy Mackay in her Morris 
Minor; purring through an idyllic Skye morning on Robin Moore’s scooter. 

Then the nights, bedding down in various halls, on our Sally Ally 
mattresses. Some voluptuaries had brought their own inflatable beds, which 
they had to blow up to cries of “Gie’s a tune on yer Lilo!”. I remember the 
day the set fell down during a get-in: Chris Curtis, our always unflappable 
Stage Manager, standing in the middle of the stage shouting as we all 
rushed forward to catch the falling flats, “Don’t touch them, don’t touch 
them!” He was quite right, of course. The flats fell, as they should, flat and 
unharmed, not broken and twisted as they would have been had we tried 
to prevent their fall. Chris provides another memory: plastic bags full of 
rotting snails that he was collecting en route as part of some research project. 
I remember the hall in Portree, Skye, where the auditorium and stage each 
had to be booked from their two separate proprietors. A nice moment there 
was the meeting with a couple, family friends, from home in Solihull, who 
were touring the Highlands and took the trouble to look me up; I can‘t 
remember whether they actually came to a performance. 

 I do remember the hall in Shiel Bridge, in the middle of nowhere, still empty 
fifteen minutes before curtain-up, but which miraculously filled to bursting 
just in time, as the guid folk of the surrounding glens poured in at the last minute. 
It was also at Shiel Bridge I tasted the best, the smoothest, glass of malt whisky 
ever, never since equalled despite much sampling; they obviously export only 
the second best. And, incidentally, I have never tasted in the ensuing fifty 
years a sweeter apple than one I ate in Selkirk, during one of our Border 
stops; if only I had noted its variety. 
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Drunk in Dunblane 

The on-stage highlights included the Saturday matinee to a sparse audience 
in Dunblane: we did a MATINEE (!) where a drunk commiserated 

vocally with me as, in my character of Mr Sterling, I soliloquised about my 
troubles. We built up quite a rapport but, alas, the play had to go on. Then 
there was the time Ian Cameron ‘jumped’ an act to a similar scene later in 
the play, and what tortuous fun we had getting back on track. 

My character, Mr Sterling, and his sister, Mrs Heidelberg, played by Wendy 
Jarvis, were caricatures of the nouveau riche class, the successful City merchant 
family of lowly origins anxious to buy into the aristocracy, represented by 
the comically lecherous old roué, Lord Ogleby, a character that Pat Dunn 
thoroughly relished. He also relished the character of Silas, the villain in Blood 
Money, our curtain-raiser. This piece was originally written for puppets, and 
had been directed for the tour by Ian Purves, who subsequently made a very 
successful career as a professional puppeteer. I, myself, took over Silas for 
one performance when Pat had to return over-night to Edinburgh for some 
reason. 
Return Visit 

A brief tour of the area in 2007 brought back so many memories. Not 
much had changed visually: the same little halls, the same little town, 

the same magnificent scenery, of course. But so much has changed in other 
ways -- over the bridge to Skye! -- but mainly, I suspect, in that a theatrical 
tour such as ours would die the death today. Television had scarcely 
reached the Highlands in the 1960s, so any live entertainment must have 
been welcome. But now..? 

One ambition I did accomplish on this latter visit, and omitted on the 
first, was a very quick run up to and around the McCaig Tower, the mock-
Graeco-Roman edifice which dominates the Oban skyline. Intended originally to 
incorporate a Museum and McCaig Family memorials, it encloses nothing 
more exciting than a very pleasant small park of undulating grass and trees. 
The Killer 

The 1962 tour ended anti-climactically with a performance to a very empty 
Adam House, such a contrast to the packed Highland halls. But there 

was no time to grieve: the Festival was upon us, from 18th century comedy to 
the latest in avant-garde theatre. 

The Killer, by Eugene Ionesco, directed by Dick Stevens, is a symbolic 
allegory of existing or future society. It conveys a very bleak picture of an 
apparently perfect world under which evil forces lurk and threaten. John 
Airs had a massive role as Berenger, the ordinary ‘everyman’ character, to 
whom all the horrors are gradually revealed. My main part -- there was 
much doubling and trebling -- was that of the Architect of what Ionesco, 
a Romanian writing in French, called ‘le non-ville’, a sort of smooth 
salesman, promoting the virtues of the idealised city, simultaneously glossing 
over the unpleasant aspects, the activities of The Killer. One coup de théâtre: 
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the Architect and Berenger are alone in the middle of the stage, supposedly 
the gardens of the city, when a phone rings and, amazingly, the Architect 
produces a hand-set from his inside jacket pocket, and speaks to his secretary! 
Is this the first use in drama of the ubiquitous mobile phone, without which 
no TV dramatic plot can now function? 

A very complex play, The Killer required a large cast of at least 30 and, 
as usual, Dick gathered in his forces from all over, including the Graduates, 
of course. This was not always successful: for example, needing a raucous 
female demagogue for ‘Mother Peep’, he asked Pamela Dix Perkin, erstwhile 
Lady Audley, but she decided that it was, in every sense, not her scene, and 
refused the role. The actual company of about 15 doubled and trebled the 
roles; half the names in the programme are pseudonyms! 

Also required were innumerable changes of setting, which were not easy 
on the cramped Adam House stage; but thanks to much ingenuity by the 
designer, Virginia Glenn, these scenes were created by lighting, by moveable 
in-sets, and by projections -- a novel idea then. I recall scrambling about on 
the sides of the Hermitage, the wooded Edinburgh beauty spot, while Lucy 
Mackay took photographs to be used for these latter scenes. The play ends 
with a long scene in which alone on stage are Berenger and the Killer, the 
latter played by Pat Dunn, who spent the whole twenty minutes or more on 
his knees, as a sort of malevolent dwarf: he had to wear knee-pads! But at 
least he didn’t have to learn any lines for the role, uttering only a succession 
of evil chuckles, appropriately timed and intonated. So demanding was this 
play, especially on John Airs that, if my memory is correct, opening night 
had to be postponed for a couple of days. 

The Publicity team, led by Tim Bruce-Dick and Mike Freudenberg, 
scored a triumph when they persuaded Ionesco himself, who happened to 
be visiting Bristol, perhaps to see his English friend and translator, Donald 
Watson, to travel north with his wife, a charming Indo-Chinese lady, to see 
our production of his play. “C’est loin, à Edimbourg?” “Far? To Edinburgh? 
No, no, no, it’s just up the road”. We met him in a very crowded corridor 
backstage after the performance. I don’t know how much of it he actually 
understood, as I think his English was limited (though he presumably knew 
the story!), and he very kindly autographed my battered working copy of 
the play, which I still have, “à l’architect du non-ville”. 
‘Memories of Dramsoc, 1959-1964 (Part 3)’ will appear in the June 2018 issue of 
the Journal.

Images:

Page 118: Upper image - The Birthday Party by Harold Pinter, group scene. Lower 
image - Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare, the conspirators with the corpse.

Page 119: Upper image - The Clandestine Marriage by Garrick & Coleman. Highland 
Tour, 1962. Lower image - The Killer by Eugene Ionesco, Festival 1962, group scene.
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Prof Sir William Hamilton’s ‘Favourite Pupil’
by Dr Stuart Wallace
Stuart Wallace was born in New Zealand where he attended university before 
coming to Edinburgh for his PhD. He has taught at universities in New Zealand 
and Scotland, and is the author of War and the Image of Germany: British 
Academics 1914-1918 (1988), John Stuart Blackie, Scottish Scholar and Patriot 
(2006), and articles in scholarly journals on 19th century Scottish universities.

In the manuscript diary of the Reverend Joseph Taylor Goodsir (1815-
1893) one entry is a startling exception to the record of church attendance, 
sermons, and spiritual reflection written between June 1850 and February 

1870 in seven large bound ledgers, and now held as MS Gen 293–299 in the 
University of Edinburgh Library Centre for Research Collections (hereafter 
CRC). An account of an exhumation can be found in MS Gen 295:

Jan. 19th [1855] […] Went with John at 6 P.M. to the Warriston 
Cemetery, where he was to superintend in one of the vaults the 
opening of a coffin to take the cast mask of a young man buried 
seven weeks ago – The young man had been a favourite pupil of Sir 
W. Hamilton’s (“the most learned he ever had”) had been bedrid 
for 10 years and had died of consumption – a victim, we suppose, 
of too much study – The eyes had disappeared, the body was very 
much emaciated, and the grave clothes were damp & dank – The 
skin was quite fresh – It was a ghastly and strange spectacle! - Two 
ladies had come; they were not allowed to see the body – It was a 
curious – indeed solemn scene to witness by night, this necropolis, 
and one of its mouldering inhabitants exposed to one’s eyes – The 
lights of the city, and all the signs of abounding life exhibited in 
it, presented a striking contrast as we drove home – Ah! may I 
remember to how frail and perishable a race I belong, and strive to 
“redeem the time”.

‘John’ is Joseph’s more famous brother John 
Goodsir (1814-1867), Professor of Anatomy 
at Edinburgh. He had been conservator 
of the museum of the Royal College of 
Surgeons (from 1841) before being appointed 
demonstrator of anatomy at the University of 
Edinburgh in 1844. The publication in 1845 
of Anatomical and Pathological Observations 
established his reputation as a pioneer in 
the study of cell physiology and pathology, 
and in 1846 he succeeded Alexander Monro 
tertius (1773-1859) as Professor, in charge 
also of the university museum. By 1850 he 
was showing the first signs of the ‘spinal 
atrophy’ which ‘crippled his legs and his gait’ 
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and made his walk ‘ataxic’, a medical student (1857-61) later remembered. 
‘He was generally accompanied [to lectures] by his brother, the Reverend 
Joseph, a tall thin man of quiet, reserved ways who, on account of some 
theological doubts, had resigned the position of minister of the Church of 
Scotland.’ (Macleod, 416-7). Joseph had resigned as minister of Largo in 
1853 because he could no longer accept the Westminster Confession of Faith, 
and thereafter he devoted himself to his brother, copying lecture notes and 
generally taking care of him.

Who was the unnamed student in Warriston Cemetery? With no name or 
date of burial, the difficulties were obvious, but perhaps his teacher might 
offer some clue to the identity of this ‘favourite pupil’. Sir William Hamilton 
(1788-1856) had been Professor of Logic and Metaphysics at Edinburgh 
since July 1836. He was a striking figure, as a former student wrote of him 
twenty years later:

It was impossible, indeed, not to be impressed with the commanding 
expression of that fine countenance and noble bust; the massive 
well-proportioned head, square, and perfectly developed towards 
the front; the brows arched, full, and firmly bound together, with 
short dints of concentrated energy between; the nose pure aquiline, 
but for its Roman strength, and a mouth beautifully cut, of great 
firmness and precision, with latent sarcastic power in its decisive 
curve. But the most striking feature of all to a stranger was Sir 
William’s eye; though not even dark hazel, it appeared from its 
rare brilliancy absolutely black, and expressed, beyond any feature 
I have ever seen, calm, piercing, sleepless intelligence. It was in a 
peculiar degree the self-authenticating symbol of an intellect that 
had read the history, traversed the unknown realms, grasped the 
innermost secrets, and swept with its searching gaze, the entire 
hemisphere of the intelligible world. Though naturally most struck 
with this at first, one soon found that it but harmonised with the 
perfect strength and finish of every feature, nothing being weak, 
nothing undeveloped in any. Whatever the previous expectations 
of Sir William’s appearance might be, they were certainly realised, if 
not surpassed; and however familiar one might afterwards become 
with the play of thought and feeling on that noble countenance, 
the first impression remained the strongest and the last – that it 
was perhaps the finest head and face you had ever seen, strikingly 
handsome and full of intelligence. (Baynes, 285)

Hamilton’s voice, ‘full, clear, and resolute, with a swell of intellectual 
ardour in the more measured cadence, and a tone that grew deep and 
resonant in reading any striking extract from a favourite author’, ‘confirmed 
the impression his appearance and manner produced’ (Baynes, 286). But 
Hamilton was at his best in an informal setting:

Always accessible to his students, none ever found him preoccupied 
or engaged when they entered his private room to submit a 
doubt, ask a question, or make a request. He listened, not only 
with patient courtesy, but with real interest, to the detail of their 
elementary difficulties, adapted his explanation to their point of 
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view, encouraged and guided their inquiries, and freely offered 
them any assistance in his power, – the use of his library even to 
those wishing to pursue an extended course of private reading […] 
(Baynes, 294)

Unfortunately, Hamilton’s manner of working put a considerable strain on 
him, and on his wife as well. Another student, who was Hamilton’s assistant 
in the last year of his life, wrote:

He gave three lectures a-week, and each lecture was, as a rule, 
written on the night preceding its delivery. The lecture-hour was 
one o’clock in the afternoon, and the lecturer seldom went to bed 
before five or six in the morning. He was generally roused about 
ten or eleven, and then hurried off to the College, portfolio under 
arm, at a swinging pace. Frequently, notwithstanding the late hour 
of going to bed, he had to be up before nine o’clock, in time to 
attend the Teind Court [where Hamilton had appeared as a solicitor 
since 1832]. All through the session Lady Hamilton sat up with her 
husband each night until near the grey dawn of the winter morning. 
Sir William wrote the pages of the lectures on rough sheets, and 
his wife, sitting in an adjoining room, copied them as he got them 
ready. On some occasions the subject of the lecture would prove 
less easily managed than on others, and then Sir William would be 
found writing as late as nine o’clock of a morning, while his faithful 
but wearied amanuensis had fallen asleep on a sofa. Sometimes the 
finishing touch to the lecture was left to be given just before the 
class-hour. (Veitch, 206-207)

In July 1844 Hamilton suffered a paralytic stroke which left his mind 
unimpaired, but affected the right side of his body and his eyesight, and 
made speech slurred and movement difficult. He lived on for another 12 
years (he died in May 1856), retaining his university chair. There was no 
‘retiring allowance’ for university professors, and Hamilton had turned 
down an offer of a special government pension of £100 in recognition of “his 
intellectual eminence and services” and his poor health. He felt the sum too 
little compared to the £300 offered in 1852, in similar circumstances, to his 
colleague John Wilson the Professor of Moral Philosophy (Veitch, 284-294). 
The standard procedure in Scottish universities, in cases of long-term illness 
or incapacity, was to use deputies to undertake some of the teaching, and 
this Hamilton did for the rest of his life.

During the next session (1844/45) Hamilton ‘continued to be more or 
less of an invalid’. His friend James Ferrier, Professor of Civil History at 
Edinburgh, ‘acted as his substitute in the classroom’ (Veitch, 283) until his 
appointment in 1845 to the Chair of Moral Philosophy and Political Economy 
at St Andrews. In subsequent sessions, Robert Selkirk Scott, a former 
student, one of several described as a “favourite” of Sir William, took over 
the teaching, and was rewarded with a letter signed by 37 students (of 104 in 
the class) testifying to ‘the Zeal, Ability, and Assiduity with which you have 
discharged the duties of the chair, during the illness of Sir W. Hamilton’ 
(EUL MS Gen 1733/10). Another favourite pupil, Thomas Spencer Baynes, 
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deputised for Hamilton between 1851 and 1855 while editing the Edinburgh 
Guardian newspaper. Hamilton’s biographer John Veitch was assistant for 
the last session (1855/56) before Hamilton’s death, and continued under his 
successor Alexander Campbell Fraser. In these years, Hamilton ‘appeared 
regularly in his class-room, read a portion of the hour’s lecture, having an 
assistant read the remainder’ (Veitch, 281). There is thus no shortage of 
candidates for ‘favourite pupil’, but none who died either in late November 
or early December 1854. Scott died in 1894 at the age of 82 after a long career 
as a minister of the United Presbyterian church in Manchester and Glasgow. 
Baynes was appointed to the Chair of Logic and Metaphysics at St Andrews 
in 1864, but was perhaps better known as editor of the first volumes of the 9th 
edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica. Although he was in ‘weak health’, he 
lived until he was 64 (1887). Veitch was Professor of Logic and Metaphysics 
at St Andrews 1860-64 and then at Glasgow from 1864 until his death in 1894 
at the age of 64. Hamilton’s best students thus occupied positions where 
they could transmit his teaching over many years.  

Several of Hamilton’s leading 
students were members of a 
Metaphysical Society, established 
early in the ‘the winter session 
of 1838’, which met ‘one evening 
a week … for the cultivation of 
mental science’ through discussion, 
essay-writing, and the circulation 
of notes on Hamilton’s lectures. 
‘The Edinburgh system is indeed 
distinguished by the extent and 
vigour of these spontaneous 
growths of liberal culture’, John 
Cairns wrote in his memoir of 
another of the founder members, 
‘being, so far as I am aware, without 
parallel either among the English or 
Continental universities.’ (Cairns, 
41, 26). Unfortunately, no records 
survive for the society, though they 
do for a Metaphysical and Ethical 
Society started in November 1845 by students at New College, recently 
established by the Free Church. (New College Library AA.3.5.1-2) There 
is little manuscript material relating to Hamilton in the Library of the 
University of which he was a professor for twenty years (more, if we count 
his tenure of the Chair of Civil History at Edinburgh 1821-1836). The same 
is true of Glasgow University, Hamilton’s alma mater, though it does have 
his personal library of c.8,000 volumes purchased for £2,000 in 1878 after 
a fund-raising campaign led by John Veitch. But there is nothing which 
identifies the ‘favourite pupil’.
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What can we learn from the burial records for Warriston? This was 
the first of several garden cemeteries built for the Edinburgh Cemetery 
Company (founded 1840) and designed by David Cousin (1809-1878), the 
City Superintendent of Works who also designed many new buildings for 
the Free Church. Burials at Warriston commenced on 3rd June 1843. Only 
the most notable are listed in Charles Rogers, Monuments & Monumental 
Inscriptions in Scotland (London: 1871-72); and the parish registers recording 
all burials are not accessible to the general public. Fortunately, I was able 
to draw on the expertise of Caroline Gerard of the Friends of Warriston 
Cemetery. She provided a name, Alfred Blakey who died of consumption, 
aged 40, on 25 November 1854. In the University of Edinburgh Arts 
Matriculation Roll there is a matching name, Alfred Blakey (Yorkshire) 
listed as second matriculand for 1839 only. In Medical Matriculations, 
Blakey is listed for 1841 and 1842.

A search of family history sources yielded more information. Blakey was 
an only child of Quaker parents of moderate means, Thomas Blakey and 
Margaret Fothergill. His mother died in 1822 when Blakey was ten, and in 
1828 he was recorded as attending a Quaker boarding school in Ackworth. 
(Thistlethwaite, 1910, I, 160-161). Why did Blakey come to Edinburgh? 
At this time, it was not uncommon for English Quakers (as well as other 
Nonconformists and Jews) to choose Edinburgh. (Cantor, 67) The range of 
its medical teaching, but also the fact that university classes were relatively 
cheap (two to three guineas) and open to all, made it attractive. Unlike Oxford 
and Cambridge, Scottish universities did not require residence in college, 
and they imposed no religious test on their students. Nor did University 
College London (established 1828), but medical education in London could 
not compete with Edinburgh until much later in the century. Owens College 
in Manchester, also non-clerical, was not founded until 1851.

In Edinburgh, Quaker students mixed with members of the local 
Quaker community. Blakey was no exception. He became engaged to 
Susan Cruickshank, the daughter of the hosiery manufacturer Alexander 
Cruickshank who resided at Meadowside. When Susan died of nephritis, 
aged 27, on 8 November 1843, ‘Alfred Blakey fell into a decline…, but 
lingered on for many years a prisoner in his room’, cared for by Susan’s 
sister Lucy. When he died, he was interred in the vault where Susan had 
been laid, the niche ‘closed with a white marble slab on which were inscribed 
Wordsworth’s lines, beginning:-

“Thou takest not away, O Death!
Thou strikest – absence perisheth”

A friend at the funeral described the vaults as ‘fearfully dark’, and another 
exclaimed, ‘Oh, for a grave that the sun shines on!’ (Miller, 1913 Jan, 5-6)

In 1839 Blakey had assisted a medical friend to make a death mask 
of Alexander Cruickshank’s wife, ‘from which many years later a good 
marble bust was executed’. (Miller 1913 Apr, 49). The friend was Dr 
Martin Barry, an English Quaker whose death at the age of 53, in April 
1855, cut short his pioneering work in reproductive embryology, and 
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at the Edinburgh Maternity Hospital as a colleague of James Young 
Simpson. It was not uncommon for Victorians to make death masks, but 
Quakers did not normally do so, and they made ‘no use of sepulchres, 
underground vaults, tombstones, monuments, or epitaphs.’ (Jalland, 
220). Blakey’s death mask was also unusual in being made so long 
after his death. Normally a ‘plaster-cast was made before the features 
stiffened, with plaster carefully applied to record a face, and usually 
removed in three pieces.’ (Jalland, 290) There is no death mask for 
Blakey in the University Anatomy Museum (communication from 
curator Malcolm MacCallum), though it might have been amongst those 
damaged or disposed of in the 1940s and 1950s. Nor has a marble bust 
been found, and perhaps none was made. More recently, the vault in 
which Alfred and Susan are interred was deemed unsafe, and it is now 
sealed. Their remains are reburied elsewhere, exact location uncertain.
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An Edinburgh Ghost Story
by Alistair Kerr

Alistair Kerr is an Edinburgh History graduate and former Officer Cadet 
in the OTC. He is the author of Betrayal: The Murder of Robert Nairac 
GC, published by Cambridge Academic and available in paperback and as a 
Kindle e-book.

Under the influence of Sir Donald Pollock, the University acquired and 
renovated a number of old properties in central Edinburgh, which 
were let at low rents to members of the academic staff. The idea 

was that young married staff members, or those who had recently moved 
to Edinburgh, could live in them until they were in a position to buy their 
own houses or get mortgages. I know, however, of at least two lecturers 
who managed to spend their entire working lives in low-rent University 
accommodation near their places of work. 

My parents moved into one of these University properties in the early 
1950s. We would remain there until the early 1960s, when my father moved 
us to Fairmilehead. The property in question was a large old house, partly 
Regency and partly Edwardian, which had been extended and had had 
an extra story added early in the twentieth century (a ‘time capsule’ of 
Edwardian newspapers was discovered during alterations, which dated the 
addition fairly precisely). The house had later been divided into two flats: 
my parents occupied the ground floor, which was the older part.  

I had a bedroom to myself at the front of the house. It was a sunny and 
very pleasant room, at any rate during the day. From its large window I 
could view the front garden, observe the passers-by, and wave to my father 
as he left for work. Occasionally something more exciting was to be seen; 
for example, a troop of cavalry or, on one occasion, of the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police, connected with the Tattoo - which offered a better and 
more genuinely military show in the 1950s than it does today – would clatter 
past. Some deliveries, including milk and coal, were still made by horse-
drawn cart; I would see the horses being fed with oats in their nosebags 
and sparrows eagerly seeking the spilled oats. A Newhaven fishwife 
called regularly with her creel; her distinctive costume was, I suppose, the 
last traditional peasant costume regularly worn in the UK. The fishwives 
disappeared in about 1960 or soon afterwards; refrigerators, frozen fish and 
fish fingers had made them redundant. 

That house was the first haunted house that I ever experienced although, 
since I had been brought up in complete ignorance of ghosts, I only identified 
it as such, years later. Unfortunately for me the ghost, if that is what it was, 
chose to manifest itself in my bedroom. I must have been aged about three 
or four at the time. I would wake in the middle of the night to see a shadowy 
stranger bending over my bed and would shoot under the bedclothes in 
terror. That is all that ever happened. My impression was that the ‘intruder’ 
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was a woman, although I never saw her face, which was hidden by a hood 
or a shawl draped hood-like over her head. Later I would emerge and the 
figure would be gone; I would fall asleep again. Presently the dawn chorus 
would start – the garden, which contained mature trees, was home to 
numerous birds – and everything would be fine once more.  

Because I knew nothing about ghosts, I assumed that it was a real 
intruder; although, given that the house had wooden window-shutters, 
which we always closed and fastened at night, and that my father was very 
security-minded and had installed anti-burglar devices, it was a mystery to 
me how this person could possibly have gotten in. Anyway, this started to 
happen too often for my comfort. Finally, I spoke to my parents about it. At 
first, they were inclined to dismiss it as childish imagination, or to say that 
it had no doubt been the other parent who, either suffering from insomnia 
or attending to a call of nature, had ‘looked in on you, darling, to check that 
you were okay’. I was quite certain that this was not the case; after all, I 
knew what my parents looked like. 

My father must have made inquiries because suddenly, without 
explanation, I was moved to another room and my bedroom became the 
guest-room. We did not have many visitors and I do not recall whether any 
of them were ever troubled. Most importantly, the nightly visitant ceased 
to trouble me. Later, I was told a story that might have explained the ghost. 
In the late 1940s or early 1950s, before my parents took over the lease of the 
flat, another young couple connected with the university had lived there. 
The young wife had died in my future bedroom of tuberculosis (TB), which 
at that period was often a killer. The husband died later, possibly of grief. In 
her last illness the wife had been attended by her old Highland nanny, who 
had also since died, probably of old age. I have never verified this story, but 
the purported facts, as they were related to me, might provide some kind 
of explanation. It was presumably the nanny’s ghost, wrapped in an old-
fashioned shawl, that had bent anxiously over my bed. 

Many years later I asked my father whether he had heard about the ghost 
and was that the reason why he had moved me? He looked at me sharply 
and said no; certainly not. The reason was purely medical: he had one day 
learned that someone had died in that room of TB. TB germs could lie 
around in the dust of rooms for years, and suddenly come to life and infect 
people, so he had moved me immediately. 

There are potential flaws in this ghost story: I cannot rule out the 
possibility that my ghost might just have been an unusually vivid and 
repetitive dream. But if so, the dream had no basis in any daytime experience 
of mine. At that age I had never visited the Highlands and had never seen an 
old-fashioned Highland lady wearing a voluminous shawl draped over her 
head, although a few elderly Highland women still did at that time. And I 
had the firm impression of being wide-awake when I saw the ghost. 

It is also possible that it was a ghost that dated from an earlier period and 
had nothing to do with the relatively recent TB tragedy. As noted above, 
we lived in the older part of the house, which was late Georgian, and there 
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was said to have been an earlier cottage on the site before that was built. In 
other words, the ghost could have had a quite different explanation. I do not 
suppose that I shall ever now discover the true facts.  

What is not in doubt is that the site of the house had been inhabited for a 
long time. My father was an energetic gardener and frequently unearthed the 
bones of domestic animals while digging. I recall his mentioning the skeletons 
of a cat and a dog and on one occasion that of a horse. I seem to recall seeing 
the horse’s skull. None of these burials was recent. I, myself, sometimes dug 
up chicken and rabbit bones from what may have been a former kitchen 
midden. I do not recall any human remains! Horse-shoes and bits of broken 
domestic pottery, some of it old, would also occasionally come to light. 

I think that for various reasons it was a relief to all of us to move to 
Fairmilehead. 

For more information about this event, and to order tickets, please visit: 
www.edinburghstudioopera.org/events

Alternatively, please visit the ESO Facebook page at: 
www.facebook.com/EdinburghStudioOpera/ 
Or email: events@edinburghstudioopera.org

http://www.edinburghstudioopera.org/events
http://www.facebook.com/EdinburghStudioOpera/
mailto:events%40edinburghstudioopera.org?subject=
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Fifteen Years as Principal of the University 
by Prof Sir Timothy O’Shea BSc PhD DUniv LLD Dhc
An edited transcript of the after-dinner address given by Professor Sir Timothy 
O’Shea, Principal and Vice-Chancellor, at the UEGA Annual Reception and Buffet 
Supper held on Tuesday 27th June 2017.

You all have an advantage over me. I failed to get into Edinburgh as 
an undergraduate in 1967. However, I graduated from Sussex; and 
failed to get in as a postgraduate in 1970, and then, happily for me, 

I was on the Stanford campus in 1973 giving a talk at a conference, and 
somebody offered me a slot as a postdoc here. So, I came in 1974 and it was 
lovely. I worked in Forrest Hill, the old Territorial Barracks, and we had 
Freddie the Robot – it was all great fun. Then, after four very happy years 
there, I went to various locations and backwards and forwards to the States, 
and then, around about 2000, I was in London and I was doing three jobs. 

I was Master of Birkbeck, a wonderful 
college. Sir George Birkbeck, 1776-1841, 
of course was an Edinburgh graduate 
and, as you’ll probably be aware, seven 
of the ten people who founded the 
University of London were Edinburgh 
graduates. It was very much modelled 
on Edinburgh, not Oxford or Cambridge. 
I became Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of London, and then, of 
course, I was Provost of Gresham 
College which is much older than the 
University of London, about the same 
age as Edinburgh. 

I was really, very surprised to be 
invited to interview, and the interview 
was obviously going to be awkward 
because I’m an O’Shea and they chose to 
interview me on Sunday March 17th.

I’m going to give you a brief reprise over my fifteen years.  I came just 
as a reorganisation was happening, started by Principal Sutherland, of the 
University into three Colleges, which was very similar to the reorganisation 
I undertook at the University of London, and that has worked pretty well. 
The staff, who were being assessed in the 2001 Research Assessment Exercise 
(RAE), did very well indeed: 95% of staff were assessed; the second widest 
range of subjects across the UK. 28 subject areas received 5 or 5* ratings. At 
that time, our research grants were £87 million a year, which felt like a lot of 
money at the time - but now we receive more than four times that; and the 
overall turnover of the University was £314 million, which, again, seemed 
like a lot of money; but now we earn over three times more than that. 
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The following year, the Chancellor opened the Chancellor’s Building for 
the new Medical School, out at Little France. I think that one of the lovely 
things that has happened is the movement to Little France fifteen years ago.  
Then developers tried to develop the Old Royal Infirmary site.  We recently 
bought the hospital buildings at the Quartermile. and that was another great 
jumping off point for us.

In 2002, our strategy was to increase our overseas student numbers. At that 
point about 19% of our students came from outside the United Kingdom. I 
wondered how things changed, so I looked a hundred years before to 1900, 
and it was exactly the same: 19%. So, nothing had changed in a hundred 
years at all. Now Edinburgh University has always been very international. 
At the time that this building, Old College, was put up, 10% of our students 
came from the United States. That was an interesting thing to aim for. By 
2002/3, the University had already achieved a 30% increase in its international 
student population.

Then we had a very exciting thing: Dr Piers Sellers, our alumnus 
astronaut, took a University flag into space and in 2003 came back and 
delivered lectures along with his fellow crew from the space shuttle Atlantis. 
The lectures, predominantly at King’s Buildings were extremely popular. 

Then we had something quite demanding for the University. In October 
2002, we had a serious fire in Chambers Street. Some workmen burnt some 
tar on the roof and it caught fire – that wasn’t great. In November 2002, the 
University had a Silverknowes campus which was empty because we had 
moved everybody to Moray House, and vandals set that on fire. So, it was 
getting to be a bit of a habit. And then, in the third month, December 2002, 
I was called out at about 3.00 on a Sunday morning to the South Bridge – 
the Informatics Building was on fire, and burned for two-and-a-half days. 
Every fire engine on the East Coast of Scotland was in attendance. It was 
essentially a converted Victorian building, on top of a Georgian building, 
on top of some much older Medieval buildings – nobody had planned 
for it. It had incorporated, as well as Computer Science buildings, a fish 
& chip shop. It is probably that some wrappers from the fish & chip shop 
had caught fire. Nobody died, which was a great blessing. And then there 
was a second blessing, which was the insurance cheque, and that was the 
thing that prompted us to go to Bristo Square and build the wonderful 
Informatics Forum.

The other thing that happened around then in 2004 is that a wonderful 
Greek alumnus said to us ‘Oh! We’ve got the Olympics in Greece; we should 
have a party to celebrate the University of Edinburgh’s success.’ I was a 
little cautious, but of course I said that we should have a party to celebrate 
the University of Edinburgh’s success at the Athens Olympics. Fortunately, 
Katherine Granger got a silver medal, and even more fortunately, though 
nobody saw it coming at the time, Chris Hoy got a gold medal. We had a 
lovely party in 2004, and one of the things that I’ve really enjoyed while 
being Principal has been our success at the Olympics, and the University of 
Edinburgh has been more and more present. If you do an Olympic table for 
universities, the University of Edinburgh comes top. 



University of Edinburgh Journal 48: 2 (December 2017)   13353

In that same period, we established the Edinburgh Pre-Incubator 
Scheme (EPIS), which has been very, very successful. The University has 
been very successful in starting up agent companies. Later we started 
doing contextualised admissions. That is to say that we were one of the 
first two universities to do this – the other one being Bristol – and we 
caught a lot of abuse from The Daily Mail and such for it. What we did is: 
we started looking at the context in which people got their grades. So, if 
someone got reasonable grades in a state school which was in a terrible 
part of town and it seemed unlikely that they would get into university, 
then we gave them extra credit for it. If, on the other hand, they got a 
similar sort of grades in private school with all sorts of resources as well, 
then, given the choice, we would go with the student who had got the 
same grades in a more demanding setting. And that, obviously, has been a 
very important thing for the University of Edinburgh in terms of moving 
us along and making us more representative. When I started in 2002, the 
educational institution that sent us the biggest cohort of students in the 
United Kingdom was Eton. And fifteen years ago, more Eton students 
went to the University of Edinburgh than anywhere else. So, we were 
apparently lodged in the English public-school system. Now, for a number 
of years, our single biggest sources of students have been the colleges in 
Edinburgh. That is to say, local Edinburgh people who have left school 
without a raft of Highers or A-levels, who have gone and got HNDs, and 
then they have transferred across to us. Now, that is very important for a 
University. I’m particularly proud of our Law School in the way that they 
have shown real leadership in taking in students with non-conventional 
qualifications, and those students all do very well. 

In 2004/5, one thing that happened then was the terrible tsunami in 
South-East Asia, and this University responded in various ways, and, in 
particular, we set-up scholarships for students from the Malay area, and 
that pattern now continues. For example, we now provide studentships for 
refugees from Syria. Where there are parts of the world which have lost 
their university, we have responded there. In that same period, we also have 
the wonderful Make Poverty History event in the city which was taken up 
by the students of the University.  Rather to my surprise, I found myself at 
the front of a very large procession – tens of thousands of people – with the 
Moderator of the Church of Scotland (I was the junior partner, obviously) 
marching with all these people to ‘Make Poverty History’. A wonderful 
thing for the University to have done. 

In 2005, we opened our first international office, in Beijing; and then, 
subsequently, we hosted, as we still do, the Confucius Institute, funded by 
the Chinese Government. It is the most successful Confucius Institute of the 
three hundred around the world. 

The year after, we launched our fundraising campaign. We took a very 
ambitious target and decided that we were going to try and raise £350 million 
for the University, and six years later in 2012, we had. One of the things that 
was very pleasing about the campaign is: of that £350 million, our intention 
was to raise about £10 million of that for scholarships. But, actually, about 
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£52 million was raised for scholarships – and this achievement shows where 
the University’s heart is. And then we opened the new Informatics building, 
the Dugald Stewart building next door; and Roslin (where Dolly the Sheep 
was cloned) and the Royal Dick School of Veterinary Studies merged. That 
was something very pleasing; obviously, Roslin is a very famous institute. 
We also received money from Prince Alwaleed to open the Alwaleed Centre 
for the Study of Islam in the Contemporary World. Fascinating and very 
important work, particularly in the current environment, to continue to try 
to ensure that we’ve created a sophisticated understanding of Islam and not 
a simple view.

In 2008/9, the Edinburgh University Students Association (EUSA) started 
their Teaching Awards – a really wonderful recognition. And in that period, 
we also got the result of the next RAE. Essentially, every few years, all the 
academics at the University are evaluated. We did incredibly well, and had 
one of the largest and most comprehensive submissions in the UK. There is 
a key point here, which is, that universities are very, very competitive. We 
are sort of like football teams. I’m not really like a football team manager, 
of course, because while I can buy professors, I can’t sell them. That can be 
disappointing sometimes. In 2009, we produced the first Carbon Capture and 
Storage MSc. This university is where carbon capture was invented. And, in 
the same year, our involvement with the Edinburgh Festivals – particularly 
the Fringe but also the International Festival, the Science Festival, the Book 
Festival, the Film and Tattoo Festivals. The University is really at the heart of 
this. The Fringe is the largest arts festival in the world – sold two-and-a-half 
million tickets last year. The Book Festival is the biggest book festival in the 
world – we do lots there. The Science festival is the biggest science festival 
in the world – and we do lots there, too. 

2010/11, that year we opened our Mumbai office. I’m really pleased that 
Professor Stephen Hillier is here, who was Vice Principal International with so 
much distinction. Then we had a problem, when down South they introduced 
undergraduate fees, and we have responded very well with the introduction 
of fees in England, with a tripling of them now to more than £9,000. One of the 
ways in which the University has responded, and which I think we should be 
immensely proud of, is introducing the best bursary and scholarship system 
in the United Kingdom. In 2011, we had another merger: Edinburgh College 
of Art came to us. ECA is very distinguished; 250 years old before it came 
to us, and that has been very successful. We introduced our personal tutor 
system.  The vets all moved out to Easter Bush, and if you’ve not been out to 
Easter Bush, have a look; it’s really wonderful. The North American Office was 
opened in 2012; and the Higgs Boson-like particle was discovered in CERN. 
Such a great job! Peter Higgs, 40 years ago, made a prediction. I listened to 
Peter Higgs when I was here for my first stint; I thought he was bonkers. 
Much too complicated; couldn’t possibly be true. Most people thought like 
that. For the first 20 years, everybody thought Peter was crazy, for the next 
10 years they thought he was might be right but couldn’t possibly prove it, 
and then we had the most expensive scientific experiment in the history of the 
world, which proved that Peter was, in fact, exactly right. 
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We also had the English Literature Department celebrating its 250th 
anniversary with the first Professor being Hugh Blair. When you leave here 
and go down the stair and you see a portrait of David Hume in a turban. 
Immediately to his left, is a portrait of Professor Hugh Blair. He was Professor 
of Rhetoric and rebadged himself Professor of Literature, or Belles Lettres, as 
he called it, and started studying fiction. 

In 2012, we opened our Office of the Americas, which started in Sao Paolo 
and is now in Santiago in Chile. There’s an outpost in Sao Paolo, Brazil, 
and another Mexico City. We launched our Global Academies (Justice, 
Development, Environment & Society, and Agriculture & Food Security 
Academies). These have been tremendous, particularly as a way for us to 
use our online courses. We’ve also had our Innovative Learning Week. Gosh, 
that’s really quite recent. 

In January 2013, we became the first university in the United Kingdom to 
offer MOOCs (Massive Open Online Courses). Now we’ve got, three-and-
a-half years later, getting on towards 50 MOOCs. We have reached nearly 
2.5 million with them. And we’ve got 80 online Masters courses, reaching 
around the world. In the following year, we launched our India Institute, 
and one of the things we’ve done is called ‘area studies’. The Confucius 
Institute is an example of area studies, where we study Chinese. Yesterday, 
I was involved in the introduction of Korean Studies. So, area studies here, 
and in some countries, they are also matched by an office in the relevant 
country – an office in Mumbai, and office in Beijing. 

Then, a very interest thing happened, and I still worry about the cost. 
Above the Old College dome is the Golden Person, and the Golden Person 
was getting a bit tired-looking, and so we took a deep breath and we looked 
at gold leaf. It cost £30,000, and it does look lovely, and it glints in the light. 
The contractors who did it promised us that it was good for 100 years. As 
well as refurbishing the Golden Person, we created 47 new companies. We 
have been incredibly successful at creating companies.

Last year, we celebrated sixty years of Nursing Teaching. We have 
become dominant – well, we always were very strong - in robotics, but 
now we are on the world stage in robotics. We produce a robot much 
bigger than me, as well as a tiny one.  And then, in this year, we have 
opened our South-East Asia Office. The McEwan Hall inside looks 
absolutely stunningly beautiful and we will have this year’s graduation 
ceremonies there, starting in a few days’ time. In terms of research grants, 
we’re only ten months into the year and the University has already got 
£305 million in research grants, and usually the last couple of months are 
the best ones. We have already, in ten months, beaten our highest record. 
That’s a lot of money. That’s a lot of staff given research grant. That is a 
great success. We also know that for entry in this Autumn, this will be 
our best year ever, with massive increased in applications in all types of 
undergraduates and postgraduates. 

We’ve grown. When I started, as I said, we had 21,000 students and 
now we have 37,000. We have a tremendous number of applications. One 
of my favourite statistics is: take all of the people who applied to Oxford, 
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you add it to the number of people who applied to Cambridge, and then 
double it. That’s the number of applications we get. We are seriously 
popular. As I said, our research funding has really gone up. We have done 
very well in social participation, and our students do a tremendous job 
now. They do fabulously well in sports and in a lot of other things. But the 
thing that impresses me the most is: there are about 60 student societies 
involved in social outreach. They involve help homeless people, they 
run a convent – and not just chopping carrots – they do washing.  They 
help homeless people use computers to get their benefits. Obviously, 
international charities like Amnesty International and Oxfam have a good 
representation from our students, but also very many local charities, 
focussing on ordinary people. 

I’m about to hand over to Peter Mathieson, who will follow me at the 
beginning of next year. And I’ll tell you a trade secret – maybe you don’t 
know. I’ll explain to you about the three letters. What happens, when 
a Principal hands over to another Principal, is that they have a private 
meeting. And in the office, you say to the new Principal: ‘Here are three 
letters. You must only open them when you are in serious trouble.’ So, the 
new Principal starts – and this is obviously at some other university. Things 
are not going well and Senatus is complaining; so, the Principal opens the 
first letter. And what does it say? It’s very straightforward. It says: ‘Blame 
your predecessor’. So, obviously, the Principal comes back and says: ‘The 
reason the University is in such a mess is because my predecessor wasn’t 
any good.’ And then, two or three years later, things are getting difficult. 
There’s a strike; there’s a lot of bad press – the Daily Mail is attacking. The 
University Secretary has been arrested and put in jail. Things are not at all 
good. So, the Principal finally gets the courage up and opens the second 
letter. It’s very good, the second letter. I’ve seen it published recently at the 
top of British politics. It says: ‘Apologise frankly, and fire your entire senior 
team.’ And so, the Principal says: ‘Yes, it is a mess, and it’s because I’ve got 
a complete set of nitwits as Vice Principals. I’ll have to fire all of them – and 
that will fix it.’ A couple of years after that, things have gotten even worse. 
There is rioting on campus; there are all sorts of extraordinary accusations 
about bribery and corruption. After a lot of thought, the Principal decides to 
use up the last letter. You all know what the third letter says, don’t you? It 
says: ‘Write three letters.’

UEGA Questionnaire 2017
We invite members of the Graduates’ Association to submit their 

opinions on aspects of the Journal and Association events by 
using our annonymous Questionnaire for 2017.

The form can be downloaded from our website at:
www.uega.co.uk/forms.html

Please return the form to the Editorial Office by post or via email.

http://www.uega.co.uk/forms.html
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SUISS: Contributions to the Journal

2017 was a special year for the Scottish Universities’ International 
Summer School, celebrating our 70th anniversary with a range of 
events including a Poetic Expedition up Arthur’s Seat, a ‘Cinepoem 

Challenge’ film-making competition, 
and a reception and ceremony in the 
Playfair Library. We were delighted 
to welcome students from across the 
globe to the school this year, including 
our talented creative writers, some of 
whose work we are honoured to share 
in the University of Edinburgh Journal. 
For more information, please visit: 
www.suiss.ed.ac.uk. 

Solid Ground

I wondered if she was alright. I stood at the entrance to grandmother’s roof 
terrace and was afraid for mother. It was not at all how I wanted to feel; 

I wanted to be angry. She had dumped me here in the midst of the gale of 
the century, in the arms of an old woman, her mother, whom she never 
mentioned and she could barely look at.

And then she had left. The only thing grandmother said to me was: you 
look like your father, boy. Then she disappeared off into the kitchen. That was 
women’s territory. No children under 8 allowed and no men of any sort. So, 
I had climbed the stairs to the roof terrace. Now, the storm was raging all 
around me and making the most dreadful racket. Coming from this side, 
then that, the wind battered the house. 

I wasn’t scared. The house looked pretty solid, with thick walls and small 
windows, and it wasn’t shaking like the boat we came on, even though it 
was being attacked on all sides. What did startle me was the figure on the 
roof terrace. In the storm, I couldn’t see it very well. Was it a large dog? It 
didn’t move and after a while the fear ebbed away. In its place came a new 
dread. All this time, mother had to be on the boat back to the mainland. 
Would she be safe?

Almost as suddenly as the storm had started, it stopped. The sky became 
still. A watery sun broke through the thick clouds and dispersed them. I 
could see the figure’s shape more clearly now. It was a sphinx. I had learned 
about the sphinx in school. 

I walked out onto the soaking wet roof terrace to get a better look. It 
must have been there a long time, because the black stone, though still in 
the shape of a sphinx, was worn down and the features weren’t clear. Upon 
closer examination, it could also be a lion. But I decided I wanted it to be a 
sphinx. I closed my eyes, squeezed hard, and tried with all my might to hear 
the sphinx’ riddle. If I could just answer it correctly, I figured, the boat had 
survived the storm and mother was safe. Nothing. I stood there for what 

http://www.suiss.ed.ac.uk/


138   University of Edinburgh Journal 48: 2 (December 2017) 58

seemed like a very long time. I only opened my eyes when the squeezing 
began to give me a headache. 

The sea had calmed down. I could see its grey vastness from the roof terrace. 
P A Breuning

Inheritance

A thin stack of papers sat in the old man’s passenger seat. They’d been 
sitting there for a while now; the man worried they would start 

collecting dust soon. Today was as good as any day, then. Get the task out 
of the way, so he wouldn’t be reminded every time he got in the truck. 

So he started driving. Slowly, carefully, fingers clenching the steering 
wheel as his thumbs stroked back and forth, rhythmically, soothingly. He 
turned right, then left, then right again after the splintered cross. They 
should have replaced that thing months ago, the old man thought, though 
he guessed he shouldn’t be the one to tell them that.

The truck groaned and squealed as he turned into the driveway of a plot 
of land that was now legally his. It didn’t feel like his, because land shouldn’t 
be inherited by the older generation. The radio turned to pure static as he 
travelled too far out from town. Before the driveway ended the old man 
turned left, steering the pickup through the overgrown field, following the 
faint twin trails before him.

The skies were covered in clouds that hung heavy with unfallen rain, 
the grass he was running over only showing the barest hints of green. He 
stopped before a barn, one that lost its purpose years ago and was slowly 
getting swallowed whole by the trees that hadn’t yet grown their leaves. 
The barn itself was grey, sucked dry of any colour so that not even rain 
or rot could alter its complexion. Tall tufts of grasses and thistles poked 
through one of the doors that hung off the hinges. The old man stood at the 
entrance, lightly surprised that three years of abandonment were all it took 
for a barn to fall into such disrepair. Maybe in another life he would have 
offered to maintain it. Maybe in another life the deed to this barn wouldn’t 
have come to such a shock to him when it arrived in the mail a week ago. 
Maybe in that life the deed wouldn’t have come to him at all, but would 
have been sent to his grieving daughter-in-law who would live at the end 
of this land’s driveway.

The old man didn’t bother looking inside the barn, instead turning 
around and walking to the passenger side of the pickup. The barn held no 
value, not to him anyway. The man flipped through the small stack, past the 
impersonal state-issued letter of condolence, past the falsely personal letter 
of request from the town, and pulled out the sheet that had a dotted line at 
its bottom. He paused one, two seconds before grabbing a pen and signing.

Katherine Pilon
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The Pitcher Wife

You have heard the tale of the Pitcher Wife, yes? Wait. You haven’t? My 
mother used to tell me the story all the time in childhood. It’s from the 

Irula tribes who live in the Nilgiri jungles. It’s a simple folktale about a yogi 
with magic powers who doesn’t have a wife. One day, he finds a pitcher in 
the earth and then uses his powers of transformation to change her into a 
woman. They get married and live happily ever after.

So stupid, right? As a kid I used to love the story. As an adult, my mind keeps 
racing back to it. Stories that end with victories for men are incomplete. Why 
doesn’t anyone care what happens to the woman? Imagine, you are married to 
the yogi and now you visit the village as his wife. He tells his community that 
you used to be a pitcher. The men applaud because of your exoticism but they 
still see you as an object. The women are less impressed. They shun you, avoid 
your immoral self. Who knows whose hands have been in you? They don’t 
understand who you are and where you’ve come from? Am I making sense?  

I honestly can’t be convinced that the Pitcher wife would be happy in 
her marriage. When she was trapped in the earth, she enjoyed a sort of 
intellectual freedom. Now, after marriage, she has ceded her thoughts to 
others. Her husband thinks for her. Her mother-in-law thinks for her. Her 
community thinks for her. 

Plus, she has to cook and clean for her husband, probably bear him 
children. I imagine they’ll have brittle pitcher children. And if the father 
drops them, it’s the mother’s job to put the pieces back together. 

Karthik Shankar

From WU(JI): A Poetic Interpretation of the Wu Tai Chi Form
 OPENING
 Nothing.
  The sun rises.
  The king wakes. 
  Draws his body back, 
   Sits on his throne.
   Sinks body to earth,
   In stillness.
  The left hand presents
  A rich silver mirror.
   The right hand pushes
   The image from sight.
  The sun hand rises,
  A bird to the window.
   The moon hand sets 
   A mirror on the table.
 Ten thousand things fall away.

Thomas Aron Marsh
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Chopped-eyelashes
Chopped-eyelashes is the trend I sailed along with  
when I was four.  
To me it was a brazen warrior look, 
the grittiness added to the self-imposed strict postures, 
my right feet tucked behind my left ankle while sitting cross-legged, 
Despite my knees feeling a bit cold 
and nudging me for a quick unnoticeable sneeze, 
I never allowed my frocks consisting of four metres of lace 
to falter into faultlines of their creases.
 

To my utter dismay,  
nobody pointed out to my invented fad in the tele-commercials  
or even as the cheap posters stuck against the greasy walls of the salon. 
At that point I realized  
I had traded my luscious long black lashes 
with people’s direct gaze into my chocolate-honey coloured iris. 
With the complimentary offer to the homeless dust specks  
for some couch-surfing  
And to settle in the bottom of my eyes. 
 

I had already taken up the loneliest of the highways  
of experimentation, 
As opposed to the crowded hiking route just around the cities. 
and before I knew,  
my younger sister 
A decade more relevant to our shared time 
had her own fistful of cut eyelashes 
when she was four too, 
As the subscription to my fad. 

Ashmeen Bains
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On Beauty and Being Just 
Do not look gypsies in the eye. In the grime
of twenty Trenitalia stations we have learned
the risk of seeing. We spent this long-dreamt time
in the city of flowering because you yearned 
for us to be a song for those who have no
song. Daily we passed a shadow scraping pavement
with a wail, while we searched high and low
for the best gelato shop, being tempted, we admit,
only by those scroungers who sheltered
beneath their cardboard signs a rain-pelted pliant pit bull
or stroked the scrunched-up face of bulldog. You instructed
us to spend thoughtful hours with frescoes and follow the pull
of pencils’ dangerous territories. Now we can’t stop seeing
the girl before The Birth of Venus—clothed in her sobbing.

Sarah Wallace

Authors:
Paula Breuning is a freelance copy-writer and lecturer at Utrecht and Leiden 
Universities of Applied Sciences, specialising in Journalism and Dutch Language. 
Katherine Pilon is studying towards a BA in English and Creative Writing at 
York University, Toronto. 
Karthik Shankar is an editor at Karadi Tales an Indian children’s publishing 
house based in Chennai. 
Ashmeen Bains is studying towards a BA in Literature and Creative Writing at 
Ashoka University, Sonepat, India. 
Thomas Marsh is an AP English teacher at Loyola High School. He is a poet and 
a graphic novelist. 
Sarah Wallace is studying towards a BA in English at Burman University, Alberta. 
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Reviews
Rhodri Jeffreys-Jones, We Know All About You: the Story of Surveillance in Britain and 
America, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2017. Pp 304. Illustrated. Hardback, ISBN 
9780198749660, £18.99.

Early in 2017 there was outrage at the revelation that intelligence services had 
found a way to hack into Samsung TVs to transform them into domestic listening 

devices. Imagine, you think you’re just cozily watching Newsnight on your own. 
But every curse you direct at the screen is actually being recorded and filed away, 
Stasi-like, in some anonymous government office. Outrageous, isn’t it? Yet we all 
happily give up private information to shadowy figures beyond our ken; through 
social media, satnavs, and our use of tools like Google, where we are, what we like, 
what we read, and a lot else is no longer private. More alarming, a new generation 
of interconnected devices, poised to arrive soon, promises to hand over even more 
intimate information about us and our lifestyles to vast global corporations. 

So Rhodri Jeffreys-Jones’ new book is important and timely. Short and snappy, 
it reminds us that private surveillance can be as much a threat to personal privacy 
as anything dreamed up by state apparatchiks, whether they be in Moscow, 
Washington, Berlin, Stockholm or London. In his dystopian novel 1984 George 
Orwell conjured up the sinister figure of Big Brother to highlight the threat of the 
almighty totalitarian state with its vast bureaucracy of official snoopers. Jeffreys-
Jones tells us that now, within 200 yards of the novelist’s old flat in Islington, 
there are over thirty CCTV cameras; and all of them are private. It’s not so much a 
surveillance state in which we now live, but a surveillance society.

This, of course, is not a new phenomenon. The author is an historian of American 
espionage and has long been interested in domestic spying against radical and 
labour movements. In the nineteenth century some of this was carried out by federal 
or individual state governments, but private businesses were almost as active and, 
he argues, ‘it was the distinctively American combination of weak government and 
strong business that underpinned the rise of surveillance.’ Before the Civil War, 
widespread private surveillance occurred on the slave plantations of the south, 
where aptly named ‘overseers’ kept an eye out for slave rebellions. From the early 
nineteenth century, credit agencies such as the Mercantile Agency of New York 
built up detailed profiles of merchants that went far beyond probing their honesty 
to include data about their drinking, sexual behaviour, and so on. The blacklisting 
of labour activists by private detective agencies and others was commonplace. 

Britain has been no exception, either. Here, organisations such as the Economic 
League compiled blacklists and played their role in neutralizing or undermining 
trade union militancy. Founded by Reginald ‘Blinker’ Hall, a former Director 
of Naval Intelligence, in 1926 - the year of the General Strike - it specialized in a 
miscellany of ‘dirty tricks’ to which it seems likely that some members of MI5, 
the security service, turned a blind eye. That the boundaries between private and 
official surveillance were variably porous is intriguingly illustrated in the case of 
Sir Robert Vansittart. As the senior official in the Foreign Office during the 1930s 
he warned against appeasement and as a result was demoted by the Chamberlain 
government. He also enjoyed strong links with the intelligence services, ran 
something of a private network of his own, and during the early years of the Cold 
War focused his attention as a member of the House of Lords on what he perceived 
as the dangers of communist influence in various British institutions including the 
Church of England and the BBC; a form of British McCarthyism, in other words. In 
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an especially valuable chapter the author also brings the private surveillance story 
in Britain right up to date by dissecting the role of a contemporary reincarnation 
of the Economic League, The Consulting Association, which has vetted lists of 
employees deemed suitable for the massive Crossrail project in London. 

Inevitably, with its ambitious coverage of both state and private surveillance over 
two centuries in two different societies, the book sometimes loses focus. But its general 
conclusion, that ‘private surveillance outperforms its public counterpart in the harm 
it does to people,’ comes across loud and clear. In an age obsessed with security, 
the author has made a compelling case that more political attention and regulatory 
redress to our largely unthinking embrace of the digital age is urgently needed.

David Stafford 

Martin Hillman, Thomas Sanderson’s Account of Incidents: the Edinburgh Musical 
Society 1727-1801 and its impact on the city. Edinburgh: Friends of St Cecilia’s Hall, 
2017. Pp 148. Paperback, ISBN 9780993227233, £15.00.

A wonderful slice of Edinburgh society comes to life in these pages which give a 
vivid picture of the musical life of this society of the upper and middle classes 

of the city who arranged musical events both secular and sacred, who moved into 
St Cecilia’s Hall from temporary premises, who engaged professional musicians 
and whose members joined in the playing, and whose papers give a fascinating 
picture of the city in the Enlightenment period. This is very much a glimpse of the 
life of gentlemen (and gentlewomen, whose concerts ran in parallel) and most of 
Edinburgh did its daily business in the Cowgate with little knowledge of the Musical 
Society which flourished up to the end of the eighteenth century, having produced 
in St Cecilia’s Hall a unique building which fell into disuse and disrepair until the 
University rescued it, the recent restoration now complete and the hall available (to 
join the marvellously restored McEwan Hall) for Edinburgh’s festive music scene.

The Innes of Stow papers, and postgraduate work in the University have given 
the historical detail for this study, which covers not only the fabric and the finances 
of the Society (never healthy), but the instruments, the difficulties of engaging and 
retaining players and singers, the everyday tribulations of an Old Town which was 
still a malodorous and tightly-packed centre of life. Today, to go down Niddry 
Street and into the restored hall is to come face to face with the unique oval concert 
hall as well as handsome galleries of instruments of every kind. Hillman’s book 
gives some idea of the tribulations of those who gathered the instruments and the 
players, who copied the music, who tried to find more subscribers, who faced the 
everyday challenges of changing taste and costs. There is a great deal of detail, and 
it forms a fine preparation for the hall itself, where some of the instruments the 
Society will have heard and known are preserved and finely presented.

The Friends of St Cecilia’s Hall can be contacted at friends@stceciliasfriends.
org.uk and they would welcome new members to help in furthering the life of the 
revived centre of music.

Ian Campbell

John Lloyd, The Power and the Story. London: Atlantic Books, 2017. Pp xxiii, 456. 
Hardback, ISBN 9781782393597, £25.00. 

John Lloyd has written an important book, which deserves a wide and attentive 
readership. Senior Research Fellow at the Reuters Institute for the Study of 

Journalism at Oxford, he is an active journalist (with the Financial Times), and has 
published widely on journalism and the media. This is a large study, measured, 
carefully managed, enormous in its scope and its obvious familiarity with 
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the personalities and the mechanisms of reporting. Its tone is largely neutral, 
occasionally veering to the alarmed and horrified (mostly but not always following 
the recent presidential election in the USA and its aftermath) and its treatment is 
enriched by copious interviews with practitioners as well as testimony from many 
who are no longer alive, or are languishing in prison for their activities. 

The power in this case is the power of the state in the first instance, and the book’s 
wide scope allows for coverage in depth of countries such as China and India and – 
fascinatingly – Russia though it finds room for other instances in the Middle East, in 
Italy (Berlusconi fascinates and repels this author) and at length in the USA and the 
UK. But in parallel there is another power, the power of money, money provided by 
the state or more usually by proprietors who can shape a newspaper’s coverage of 
the story, money provided by advertising and sponsorship (or the coffers of the state) 
which can establish a newspaper’s voice and ensure its continuity, even to the extent 
of overshadowing and seeing off less well-funded alternatives. The power of the state 
over the centuries in China since the age of Mao makes for absorbing reading, and a 
particularly volatile picture (and an uncomfortable one for journalists) is presented 
of Egypt in recent decades. Closer to home, Lloyd finds room for the newspaper 
barons who built up the British popular press, and charts the recent travails of the 
traditionally great newspapers of the USA, such as the LA Times.

A power in the land which casts a shadow over the second half of the book is 
the internet, its dizzying growth and the ability of news sites there to take over 
mass readership from traditional outlets – not only providing content but (as these 
words are written, we are reminded in the Edinburgh TV Festival) abstracting the 
advertising revenue without which traditional newspapers are foundering. The 
internet functions as an alternative to the world of newsrooms and professional 
journalism and this book is detailed in its description of how this alternative news 
played its part in the presidential election of the USA in 2016. The internet of course 
also has offered an alternative to censored print journalism in many countries, 
which explains why in 2017 governments are everywhere seeking to block content 
over which they cannot exercise control.

On a personal level this book offers a gallery of portraits of often brave and 
sometimes heroic writers in many countries who write what they believe, and often 
suffer for it. On a wider front it offers discussion of ethical as well as professional 
questions thrown up by recent decades of journalistic practice; on the responsibility 
of journalists to present “truth”, on the hacking of private telephones—Lloyd is 
unsparing in his own country where “British journalism requires a cleansing by 
its journalists – rather than being niggled at round the edges by a semi-statutory 
instrument...which was the lowest common denominator the political parties could 
agree on”. (p.261) Here as elsewhere, “the Net, satellite and cable ripped the cladding 
off he privileged systems of the mainstream news media, leaving them shivering in 
cold blasts of public indifference or migrating to more diverting spectacles”. (p.308) 
Lloyd devotes a good deal of space to “leaks”, one of journalism’s challenging new 
features, and to personalities such as Assange, Snowden and Chelsea Manning. In 
authoritarian states, the book rather gloomily concludes, the news for journalism is 
“dreariest” but there are widespread instances quoted of news outlets striving to 
strike a balance with the internet, to separate truth from fiction or alternative facts, 
to survive with less resource and migrate if necessary to digital forms.

The subtitle is “The Global Battle for News and Information”. The book makes it 
plan that it is a battle, and this is a serious contribution to understanding its importance.

Ian Campbell
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The International Companion to John Galt, ed. Gerard Carruthers and Colin Kidd. 
Glasgow: Scottish Literature International (Association for Scottish Literary 
Studies), 2017. Pp xii, 180. Paperback, ISBN 9781908980274 £14.95.

The long-overdue business of re-appraising Scottish literature of the nineteenth 
century continues, and the ASLS is to be congratulated on giving Galt the 

publicity he has long been denied. Annals of the Parish has been enough of a success 
to overshadow the quantity, the range and the quality of a lifetime’s output and 
though there have been notable Galt critics and editors (Ian Gordon of New Zealand 
most prominently) it has been hard to lay hands on most of Galt’s work, to give 
the attention his poetry and drama deserve, to find copies of his autobiographical 
writings. Increasingly Galt is back in print for those who wish to read and to teach, 
and this companion will give a tasting of the range of his work, and the ways in which 
recent critics have begun to place him in the context of his contemporaries, alongside 
a welcome and overdue prominence deserved by Galt’s West of Scotland roots and 
the relevance of his experience there to his fiction. 2017 has seen the revival of the 
Galt Lecture (in Irvine), the flourishing of the Galt Society, and now the possibility 
to go beyond the obvious and look at his experiments in short story form, his gender 
experiments, his place in romantic literature as well as the Blackwood’s circles. 
Annals of the Parish is not only a very successful book, but a much better and more 
complex one than a quick reading may suggest. Reflecting fifty years of tumultuous 
change in Scotland, it gives us today a chance to peer over the shoulder of its likeable 
but rather dim narrator at Galt’s skilful reflection of a wider life beyond the parish 
of Dalmailing, a life where everything was moving towards a new Scotland and a 
new world. One of his best achievements was to produce a novel which at the same 
time gave such an attractive picture of Scotland between 1760 and 1810, and allowed 
today’s reader to see the events seething just out of sight which were to have such 
an impact on that comfortable Scotland. Galt’s life was busy, much travelled, much 
engaged with the events of those decades. This companion will help all readers, new 
to Galt and already familiar with some of his work, to appreciate better the restless 
intelligence Galt brought to depicting that world.

Ian Campbell

Rosemary Ashton, One Hot Summer. New Haven and London: Yale UP, 2017. Pp 
viii, 338. Hardback, ISBN 9780300227260, £20.29.

History as it should be written”, as Judith Flanders is quoted on the dust jacket, 
and that absolutely describes this excellent accessible, beautifully written 

study of 1858 backed up by formidable scholarship and familiarity with manuscript 
resources. 1858 was the year of the “Great Stink”, a bizarrely hot summer which 
generated from the foul waters of the Thames such revolting (and dangerous) 
fumes that Parliament (which was on the banks of the stinking river) finally was 
driven to action, and the great scheme of embankments and sewers put in place 
which cleared the menace in a few years. 

But this is not just a story of sewer and sewage, for Rosemary Ashton has woven 
her account round three great Victorians whose affairs reached a crisis point in 
that same year – Dickens (whose marriage was reaching crisis point), Disraeli (who 
had climbed the greasy pole of political life and was to pilot through Parliament 
important legislation in 1858) and Darwin, whose travels and subsequent 
researches had crystallised his thoughts on evolution and natural selection, and 
who was spurred to publication by the coincidence of Alfred Russel Wallace’s near-
simultaneous discoveries. That last case is a really interesting one, for though it 
could have been a fractious and difficult quarrel between two scientists, the two 

“
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men corresponded graciously and though history remembers Darwin, Wallace 
emerges from these pages as a dignified and admirable hard-working naturalist. 
Dickens emerges rather more breathlessly, since this is the time when his affair with 
Ellen Ternan is beginning to be more and more widely talked about: at the same 
time he is embarking on the phenomenally successful readings which made him 
rich, but may (through the strain) have contributed to his death. Disraeli, outsider 
though he was, had conquered the difficulty of his Jewish background to command 
the admiration (if not always the affection) of many who saw in him a supreme 
tactitian in Parliament. These cross-currents are deftly manipulated by a historian 
of the Victorian period who marshals evidence and quotation without display to 
bring a malodorous but fascinating year vividly to life. This is a substantial and 
scholarly book, never heavy, always accessible. 

Ian Campbell

Inspiring Views from “a’ the airts” on Scottish Literatures, Art & Cinema, ed. Klaus Peter 
Müller, Ilka Schwittlinsky, and Ron Walker. Frankfurt am Main: Peter Lang, 2017. 
Pp vii, 428. ISBN 978363167285381, SFr 30.00 (Swiss Francs). 

Congratulations to Klaus Peter Müller, Ilka Schwittlinsky and Ron Walker 
who (in a miracle of compression) have produced a valuable snapshot of the 

Glasgow conference (First World Congress of Scottish Literatures) of 2014. This is of 
course just a sampler of those packed days in Glasgow where people came together 
to hear academic papers and discuss Scotland from many angles – and to celebrate 
the possibility of a world conference of Scottish literatures which would have seemed 
a pipe dream very few decades ago. Scottish literature is now a reality in Scottish 
education, and the Scottish universities are not alone in teaching it – it appears in 
school, in universities in the other parts of the UK, in Canada, in the USA, in Russia 
and far afield. The publication of this book from a German house and its editing in 
Germersheim, a German campus (where the late Horst Drescher for many years 
conducted teaching and research on Scottish topics) is testimony to the genuinely 
international nature of the subject.

The title makes the point that Art and Cinema are part of the larger debate 
on the nature of Scottishness, and reading the papers it becomes evident that 
history and philosophy are, too. Murray Pittock in his preface stresses the “global 
connectivity in Scottish Literature revealed by the Congress”, and Peter Müller 
the “internationalising and diversifying of the field of Scottish Literature”. While 
obviously this volume can be no more than a sample of a hectic meeting of minds, 
there has been an arrangement of papers published which helps the reader navigate 
the really impressive range of intellectual stimulus. Briefly the arrangement is (a) 
creative writers’ views, (b) Scottish art and cinema, (c) the Scottish Enlightenment, 
media and freedom, (d) Robert Burns and networking, (e) John Galt, new connections, 
(f) J M Barrie (g) Scotland and War(s), (h) new Scottish Writing, and finally (i) a 
section by some of the members of the Germersheim centre where Scottish studies 
are still enthusiastically pursued. 

It would be hopeless to catalogue or single out from a rich collection of papers, 
though there are exciting things happening in Burns studies (which Glasgow 
University is fostering), and there is a really good opening paper from James 
Robertson who brings to his subject (“Shall there be a Scottish Literature?”) a creative 
writer’s sensitivity to language(s) as well as an informed historical perspective. 
Rather than highlight individuals, the best tribute to the energy and spread of this 
collection is to commend a straight reading-through: it will lay forever the idea that 
Scottish literature can be encompassed by a quick skim of Burns and Scott and a nod 
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elsewhere – and of the idea that it’s something in the past that’s unlikely to change. 
A snapshot this may be, but it’s a sample of very much a moving image. 

Ian Campbell

Kathy Chamberlain, Jane Welsh Carlyle and her Victorian World. London: Duckworth, 
2017. Pp 398. Hardback, ISBN 9780715651650, £20.29.

The appeal of Jane Welsh Carlyle grows steadily with the advancing line of 
volumes of the Carlyle Letters, and the countless hits the online version now 

receives. At the time of writing 45 volumes are complete, the 46th is well advanced, 
and the end of the sequence is in sight. Kathy Chamberlain has been a friend of the 
edition for many years, and in this book she provides the foregrounding which Jane 
has amply demanded as the brilliancy of her letter-writing, her life-writing, her gift 
of language as well as of friendship demonstrate. Someone who used to complain 
(borrowing the phrase from Goethe) that “I too am here” when in danger of being 
overshadowed by a famous husband leaps out from this narrative as an engaging, 
intelligent, powerful character in her own right.

The Carlyles moved to London in 1834, and from that time Jane (1801-66) was 
an engaged and enthusiastic participant in the world she and Thomas created in 
Chelsea, their circle of friends (a dazzling one) encompassing Europe and the USA 
as well as England. But perhaps as importantly (and the letters underline this) she 
kept faith, as Thomas did, with her Scottish beginnings, with the early years in 
Haddington while Thomas courted her in the magnificent Love Letters, the two 
years in Edinburgh after marriage, the lonely Craigenputtoch years. The narrative 
takes the reader through these years and the brilliance of the correspondence 
makes the portrait of Jane a three-dimensional one of an exceptional intelligence, 
unconstrained by notions of gender and eager to engage with the vivid opportunities 
she had in Chelsea in the years between 1834 and her sudden death in 1866 when 
her intelligence still burned bright despite years of failing health and often great 
physical weakness and pain. Jane Welsh Carlyle was a complex human being and 
this book does justice to her character as well as the many facets of her ability 
as writer (of far more than merely letters), friend, wife, manager of household, 
befriender of those who badly needed help, dazzling in her verbal gifts and a very 
obvious gift of friendship, Kathy Chamberlain has published on both Jane Welsh 
and on Virginia Woolf, and in this book she has foregrounded Jane Welsh as an 
exceptional Victorian. It’s a handsome tribute to an exceptional person.

Ian Campbell

George Levine, Reading Thomas Hardy. Reading Writers and their Work. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2017. Pp xxiii, 141. Paperback, ISBN 9781316630808, £18.99.

Reading Thomas Hardy is a work which comes after decades of study and teaching, 
and distils not only a precise and very well-informed study of Hardy as poet 

and novelist, but also a fresh awareness of the relationship between the genres of 
Hardy’s work and – most of all – the role of nature (Hardy’s descriptions of his 
Wessex and rightly celebrated) and its relation to human activity in crisis. This 
Levine does by detailed, insightful, wonderfully clear analysis which the reader 
familiar with Hardy will welcome as fresh light on a well-known text, and the reader 
new to some part of Hardy will find a strong inducement to follow up, to widen 
their knowledge of Hardy’s very large output, to visit those troubling novels like 
Tess, The Return of the Native, and most of all Jude the Obscure in which Hardy makes 
powerful statements about the society of his time, its injustices and the failures of 
its public and private stances on morality and sexual matters. That the critics failed 



148   University of Edinburgh Journal 48: 2 (December 2017) 68

to see what he did (as is well known) drove him to stop writing these major fictions, 
but he continued to produce poetry of high quality and Professor Levine uses both 
parts of Hardy’s output to illuminate his thesis.

Hardy’s fictions show people under stress, “abnormal human nervous activity” 
(38) often driving the major plot developments. Levine is particularly good on The 
Mayor of Casterbridge, “an aggressively manipulated narrative” (58) “demonstrating 
the folly of great expectations and the moral disaster of imposing the self on 
experience” (59). Very successfully, too, Levine takes the reader past the familiar 
picture of Egdon Heath to an analysis (116ff) of Mrs Yeobright’s last moments in The 
Return of the Native, using it to pursue one of his main themes, “the integration of the 
understory with the main one” (117). There is no room to look at each novel, not even 
the poems which Levine uses to advance his thesis, Hardy writing of “that larger 
world” which “surrounds us, shapes us, counterpoints with our little stories”(120). 
Both large and small worlds emerge in new sharpness from this study, and it will 
take many people back to the novels they thought they knew, to read them afresh.

George Levine is an eminent senior Victorian whose work has given pleasure 
and academic assistance to many who teach and study in the field. He is now 
Professor Emeritus at Rutgers.

Ian Campbell

Ray Costello, Black Tommies: British Soldiers of African Descent in the First World War. 
Liverpool: Liverpool University Press, 2015. Pp xiv, 216. Paperback, illustrated, 
ISBN 9781781380192, £14.99.

Black Tommies is a companion volume to Ray Costello’s earlier works Black Salt 
and Black Liverpool but, unlike the others, concentrates on a shorter period of 

Black history. It is one of a number of recent studies, long overdue, on the component 
brigades and regiments that made up the Allied forces in the First World War. 

Costello’s use of the word ‘Tommies’ in this context is interesting and confusing. 
‘Tommy’ usually indicates the general nickname of a private combatant soldier. 
Costello extends his study to include officers and non-combatants, some of whom 
certainly call in question the commonly-held theories as to the identity of the first 
Black officers in the British Army. Costello himself challenges these theories, but 
does not actually reach a definite conclusion. He certainly disposes of the Walter 
Tull theory, but seems not to realise that the commission of Dr James Risien 
Russell (a non-combatant Demerara Edinburgh MD and neurologist to whom he 
pays detailed attention) as a captain in the RAMC in 1908 predates those any of 
the combatant Black officers; and, in his historical notes on the British West India 
Regiment, completely ignores the fact that an earlier Black doctor (and another 
Edinburgh graduate) James ‘Africanus’ Horton (MD 1859) was gazetted an officer 
in the BWIR shortly after his graduation, and was one of the earliest Black officers 
in the British Army.

These and other misinterpretations of local minutiae do not detract from the 
immense usefulness and interest to be derived from this volume. Further research 
demands - or ought to demand - the scrutiny and review of every detail, for new 
data now become available on the internet every week. Costello uses the stories 
and circumstances of individuals as case studies to illustrate broad-brush themes. 
He brings to light and to life a world which, in 1919, our parents and grandparents 
hoped that they would never see again. Sadly, much of it is still with us.

Peter B Freshwater
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Donald Read, Never Trust Professors: Life and Death on Campus. Kibworth, Leics: Book 
Guild Publishing, 2016. Pp vii, 187. Hardback, ISBN 9781910508787, £17.99.

Donald Read’s latest novel about university life will be welcomed by his readers. 
Set in the fictitious post-WW2 University of Blackchester, its atmospheric 

creation of life on campus has an authentic feel to it; as the blurb states of the author, 
‘he was there!’ So was I.

While not satirical in the way that Andrew Davies’ A Very Peculiar Practice was, it is 
gently critical of academic and personal relationships on a greenfield campus in 1960, 
from an author who had graduated from an ancient university and then held academic 
posts at two provincial nineteenth-century universities as well in a post-Robbins 
university; although, in fact, they were found also in older city-based institutions. Its 
second thread concerns the power of the press in an unsympathetic world.

Read’s style is calm and measured, and his plot moves relentlessly to a reasonably 
happy conclusion. His characters are well drawn and wholly believable, as are the 
ramifications of university politics that move the plot on. This is a very readable 
book. It is well-designed and beautifully printed, and worthy of a place in every 
collection of academic fiction.

Peter B Freshwater

Jean Grier and Mary Bownes, Graduation: Celebrating 400 Years of Personal Achievement 
at the University of Edinburgh. Edinburgh: University of Edinburgh, 2017. Pp 34. 
Illustrated. Paperback (landscape), ISBN 9780953494590, £10.00.

Following their booklet Digging up the Past on the archaeological excavation of Old 
College, Grier and Bownes have produced another very informative and attractive 

one on Graduation. As much as introducing and celebrating the history of graduation 
in the University, it marks the refurbishment and development of the McEwan Hall 
where, of course, graduations are held. Every student and honorary graduate should 
have the accessible opportunity of learning about the University, and its history, 
heritage and traditions, and this goes a long way towards satisfying that. 

There are two curious omissions from an otherwise excellent booklet. One, from 
the diagrammatic illustration of the University’s hood designs, is that of the MA 
hood. The BA hood is there (black silk lined with white silk and trimmed with 
fur) as, but not specifically stated, the degree awarded by the College of Art; but 
the MA hood (black silk lined with white silk), is not. As the undergraduate MA 
is unique to the four ancient Scottish universities, this is unfortunate, especially as 
it is referred to, albeit obliquely, in the text. The second, which perhaps requires 
further explanation or research, is the tradition (now found to be erroneous) that 
the graduation bunnet was made from John Knox’s breeches. An earlier tradition, 
no less erroneous but which certainly prevailed in the 1960s, was that the bunnet 
was made from George Buchanan’s breeks. Erroneous but, like so many legends, an 
essential element in the history of graduation at Edinburgh University.

Peter B Freshwater

Reviewers:
Ian Campbell is Professor Emeritus of Scottish and Victorian Literature at the 

University of Edinburgh and Reviews Editor of the Journal.
Peter B Freshwater is former Deputy Librarian at the University of Edinburgh and 

Editor of the Journal.
David Stafford is Adjunct Professor at the University of Victoria, Canada, and author of 

Mission Accomplished: SOE and Italy 1943-1945 (London: The Bodley Head, 2011).
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Obituaries
The following deaths of members of the University have been intimated to the Association. Further 
details, in some cases, may be found in The Scotsman, The BMJ., The Veterinary Record and 
other newspapers and journals. If no date of death is recorded, no exact date has been passed to us 
by the Development Office.

The annual list of deceased graduates is issued by the General Council in the Annex to the 
Billet. This can be consulted online on the Council’s website at http://www.general-council.
ed.ac.uk/publication/annex-billet or by writing to the Secretary of the General Council, 
University of Edinburgh, Charles Stewart House, 9-16 Chambers Street, Edinburgh EH1 1HT. 
Various University obituaries can also be viewed at www.ed.ac.uk/news/staff/obituaries

Christopher Anderson: 5 September 2017, aged 84. Born in Leith on 26 August 1933, 
he was educated at Broughton Primary and Secondary Schools. Anderson was 
a member of the Leith Boys Brigade, where he began a life-long association 
with the bagpipes. He joined the Geology Department of the University as 
laboratory technician, and, in 1951, he joined the First Battalion Scots Guards. 
Here Anderson joined the pipes and drums, and saw service in Egypt. In 1954, 
he joined the Edinburgh City Police, where he also became a member of the 
pipe band, which was formed in 1882. His invaluable contribution helped the 
Edinburgh City Police Pipe Band win virtually every major competition and 
award between 1963 and 1975. Following retirement from the police in 1984, 
Anderson continued to compose music – eventually using a specially design 
electronic chanter. He started chronicling his experiences for the ThinkScotland 
website at the age of eighty, and also served as president of the Chevaliers 
Piping Society. 

Christopher Anthony Perris Binns MA 1973: June 2017, aged 74. Born in Chard, 
Somerset, he was educated at Devenport High School for Boys, Plymouth, 
before reading classics at Oxford University. After graduating in 1965, he 
took a teaching diploma and taught at Daniel Stewart’s College, Edinburgh, 
where he founded the respected Collegian periodical. Binns later enrolled in a 
government-sponsored diploma course in Russian at Strathclyde University. 
He went on to study Russian language and literature at the University and, 
in 1974, he began postgraduate study on secular rituals in the Soviet Union. 
In 1986, Binns secured a lectureship in the department of government at the 
University of Manchester, where he remained until 1993. He spent the next 
several years teaching Russian and post-Soviet studies at the London School 
of Economics, and later ran adult education classes in Russian and German for 
the Glossop Guild. 

Irene ‘Mouse’ Jessie Brown (née Young) MA 1942: in Edinburgh, 7 July 2017, aged 
98. Born in Edinburgh on 16 February 1919, she was educated at Esdaile School 
before studying at the University. In 1942, Brown joined the Foreign Office at 
the Government Code and Cypher School at Bletchley Park. She published 
an account of her time there under her maiden name in 1990, entitled Enigma 
Variations: a Memoir of Love and War. After the war, she left the Civil Service and 
spent a year at London’s Marlborough Gate College studying secretarial courses. 
Brown later spent time in Durban, joining the anti-government organization 
Torch Commando, before returning to Edinburgh. She had lectured in Durban 
for a tutorial college and, in Edinburgh, took private students in English and 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/news/staff/obituaries 
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Latin. Brown was a long-standing guide at the National Trust for Scotland’s 
Georgian House on Charlotte Square, Edinburgh, and was a keen member of 
the Scottish Arts Club.

Martin Nile Clark BA PhD: in Edinburgh, 5 August 2017, aged 78. Born in Worthing, 
Sussex, on 20 September 1938, he grew up speaking Welsh after having been 
evacuated to Llandudno, North Wales, during the Second World War. Clark 
undertook National Service with the RAF, where he was selected to join the 
Joint Services School for Linguistics to learn Russian at Crail. He won the 
Lady Ward Scholarship in 1958, and went to Peterhouse, Cambridge, to study 
history. After graduation in 1961, he went on to work for the British Council 
before undertaking postgraduate study at Birkbeck College, London. In 1965, 
Clark was appointed to a lectureship in the University’s newly established 
Department of Politics. He was promoted to reader after the publication of 
Modern Italy in 1984. Clark published several influential books, including: 
Antonio Gramsci and the Revolution that Failed (1977), The Italian Risorgimento 
(1998), and Mussolini (2005). 

Margaret Colquhoun (née Kelsey) BSc 1969 PhD 1978: October 2017, aged 70. Born 
in Yorkshire on 10 May 1947, she was raised in Ripon before studying zoology 
and genetics with agricultural science at the University. Colquhoun went on to 
work as a research assistant in the early 1970s, later undertaking postgraduate 
study at Edinburgh. Several years of training in Germany and Switzerland 
followed in the scientific method of Johann Wolfgang von Goethe. She returned 
to Scotland in 1988 and taught extensively, becoming a much-respected 
educator in Goethean science. Colquhoun was involved with the Findhorn 
Foundation and, for two decades, arranged public events and exhibitions in 
conjunction with Edinburgh’s Botanic Gardens. In 1992, she established the 
Life Sciences Trust, a Scottish educational charity. The SEC soon developed 
a facility at Pishwanton Wood, East Lothian, where Colquhoun taught on a 
variety of subjects before illness forced retirement in 2016. She published A 
New Eye for Plants in 1996, which is now in its fifth edition. 

Thomas Kinloch Crombie MA 1970: in Edinburgh, 17 August 2017, aged 70. Born 
in Kirkcaldy on 6 December 1946, Crombie was educated at Kirkcaldy High 
School before studying economics at the University. He spent his working life 
in the Edinburgh Investment community, beginning at Baillie Gifford, before 
moving on to Standard Life in 1979, and finally to Scottish Equitable in 1982. 
He built up a highly successful equity investment team which featured at 
the top of industry league tables for many years. Following the company’s 
takeover by Aegon, Crombie filled a variety of roles, notably that of Chief 
Investment officer. Throughout his career he encouraged the recruitment and 
career development of women in what was still a male-dominated profession. 
He served as a trustee and chairman of the finance and audit committee of 
Chest Heart and Stroke Scotland, and as chair of Craiglockart Community 
Council until health issues forced him to curtail his activities.

Christopher Paul Lindsay Freeman BSc 1968 MBChB 1971 FRCPsych FRCP(Ed): 
in East Lothian, 20 August 2017, aged 70. Born in York on 21 April 1947, he 
went on to study at the University and spent the remainder of his career in 
Edinburgh. Freeman began his psychiatric training at the Royal Edinburgh 
Hospital in 1973. By 1976, he had obtained membership of the Royal College 
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of Psychiatrists and, in 1979, was awarded the Gaskell Gold Medal. In 1980, 
Freeman was appointed senior lecturer at the University and honorary 
consultant psychiatrist at the Royal Edinburgh Hospital. In 1984, he moved to 
a consultant post in psychotherapy. He founded the Cullen Centre in 1987, an 
outpatient facility for those with eating disorders. Freeman’s efforts also led 
to the creation of the Eating Disorders Unit at St John’s Hospital, Livingston, 
in 2012. In 1997, he co-founded the Rivers Centre with Dr Clair Fyvie, treating 
victims of PTSD. He chaired the UK Trauma Group, served as external examiner 
to Aberdeen and Newcastle Universities, and held an honorary professorship 
at Queen Margaret University, Edinburgh. 

Roderick Muirhead Graham MA 1954: in Edinburgh, 20 December 2015, aged 
81. Born in Edinburgh on 11 March 1934, he was educated at the Royal High 
School, Edinburgh, before studying English literature and Imperial and 
American history at the University. He did his National Service as a staff officer 
in the Royal Army Education Corps in Nairobi, Kenya, after which he joined 
the BBC external services before moving into television drama. Here he made 
his career, first in London and later as head of TV drama with BBC Scotland, 
becoming freelance in 1986. He worked on many popular and acclaimed 
television series, including Z Cars, Juliet Bravo, All Creatures Great and Small 
and the award-winning Elizabeth R, starring Glenda Jackson. In Scotland he 
was responsible for Boswell for the Defence, Sutherland’s Law, and Lewis Grassic 
Gibbon’s Scots Quair trilogy. He also wrote plays for radio, as well as several 
historical biographies of famous Scots: John Knox, David Hume, Mary Queen 
of Scots, and Robert Adam.

William Gebbie Henderson MA 1951: in Edinburgh, 29 March 2017, aged 88. Born 
in Edinburgh on 18 February 1929, he was educated at George Heriot’s before 
undertaking National Service with the Education Corps. After graduation from 
the University, Henderson spent some time working for Simpkin Marshall, a 
London bookseller. He moved to Oliver & Boyd in 1952, and quickly took on 
additional responsibilities with Churchill and Livingstone. Henderson stood 
for election to Edinburgh City Council and served as a Liberal from 1960 to 
1963. After Oliver & Boyd was acquired by the Longman Group in the early 
1970s, Henderson chose to leave publishing to train at Moray House. He went 
on to take up a position as English teacher at Boroughmuir High School, and 
rose to head of department. In 1983, Henderson was headhunted to join W & R 
Chambers as managing director. He also served on the board of the University 
of Edinburgh Press.

Graham ‘Greco’ Hogg: in Edinburgh, 8 August 2017, aged 69. Born in Hawick on 
2 March 1948, he was educated at Drumlanrig School. Hogg played rugby 
briefly for the Hawick Wanderers semi-junior side before joining Hawick 
Linden, where he was vice-captain during three consecutive Border Junior 
League titles in the late 1960s. He made his debut for Hawick Seniors during 
the 1968-69 season and went on to play 84 games. In 1972, Hogg joined 
Boroughmuir, leading the seven that won at Melrose in 1976, and made his 
international debut in 1978 against France at Murrayfield. Hogg later coached 
at Meggetland and later at Malleny Park. He went on to coach Edinburgh 
through its first placement at the Heineken Cup in 1996, and led Scotland A to 
a Shadow Grand Slam in 1998. At age 17, Hogg moved to Edinburgh to join the 
Inland Revenue, which sponsored him through a law degree at the University. 
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He continued to work for the tax office until his retirement in 2011, latterly as 
Chief Examiner of Inheritance Tax.

Hugh Kearney BA PhD: 1 October 2017, aged 93. Born in Liverpool on 22 January 
1924, he attended St Francis Xavier College, from where he won a scholarship to 
Peterhouse, Cambridge, to study history. Kearney graduated following second 
world war army service. After working for Manchester University Press, in 
1950, he took up a post as lecturer at University College Dublin. Positive 
reviews of his subsequent postgraduate thesis led to his appointment, in 1962, 
as lecturer at the University of Sussex. In 1970, he accepted a professorship 
at the University of Edinburgh and, in 1975, moved to the University of 
Pittsburgh, where he had previously held a visiting professorship. Kearney 
retired in 1999. His influence on the study of British history as a unified nation 
is immeasurable. His most noteworthy publications include: Scholars and 
Gentlemen: Universities and Society in Pre-Industrial Britain, 1500-1700 (1970), 
Science and Change (1971), and The British Isles: a History of Four Nations (1989). 

Thomas Walter Bannerman Kibble CBE MA 1955 BSc 1956 HonDSc 2013: 2 June 
2016, aged 83. Born in Madras (now Chennai), India, on 23 December 1932, 
he was educated at Melville College, Edinburgh, before studying at the 
University. Kibble went on to postgraduate study before spending a year at 
CalTech as a Commonwealth fund fellow. In 1959, he joined the theoretical 
physics department at Imperial College, London. In 1964, along with American 
scientists Gerard Guralnik and Richard Hagen, Kibble wrote a paper that 
proved an invaluable contribution to the eventual discovery of the Higgs-
boson particle in 2012. His observations in the late 1960s further proved to be 
the seeds of the current standard model of particles and forces. Kibble was 
elected fellow of the Royal Society in 1980 and later won the Hughes medal. He 
also won the Rutherford and Guthrie medals of the Institute of Physics, and 
the Albert Einstein medal from the Einstein Society in Bern. He was appointed 
CBE in 1998, and was knighted in 2014. 

The Rt Hon Lord Ian Candlish Kirkwood QC MA 1952 LLB 1954 LLM: in 
Edinburgh, 22 April 2017, aged 84. Born in Edinburgh on 8 June 1932, he 
was educated at George Watson’s College where he cultivated an interest 
in chess, late representing Scotland against Russian grandmaster Victor 
Korchnoi. While studying at the University, he played tennis and later won a 
scholarship to study at the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor. Kirkwood 
was admitted as an advocate in 1957 following a Bar apprenticeship with Fyfe 
Ireland, Solicitors and working under Norman Wylie. He was soon appointed 
as Standing Junior Counsel to the Scottish Home and Health Department 
and, in 1970, Kirkwood took silk. He was appointed to the bench in 1987, 
sat as chairman of the Medical Appeals Tribunal, and was also a member of 
the Parole Board for Scotland in the 1990s. A member of the Privy Council 
since 2000, Kirkwood was also a member of the Inner House of the Court 
of Sessions until his retirement in 2005. He participated in numerous high-
profile cases, including sitting as one of five judges at Camp Zeist during the 
controversial Megrahi appeal. 

John Alick MacPherson (Seonaidh Ailig Mac A’Phearsain): 31 August 2017, 
aged 79. Born in Stornoway in 1938, he was educated at Portree High before 
undertaking Celtic studies at the University. MacPherson trained as a teacher 
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at Jordanhill College, and taught at Paible School in North Uist. He joined 
the BBC in 1964 as a producer and broadcaster, and became a vital collector 
of valuable archive material. Seonaidh Ailig was also a respected poet, and 
was crowned Bàrd of An Comunn Gàidhealach at the Annual Mod in Stirling. 
MacPherson began a second career in 1972 with Canada’s Atomic Energy 
as information officer for Gale Bay, Cape Breton. He remained with Atomic 
Energy for twenty years, working in Mississauga, Ottawa, Toronto, and 
Chalk River. He returned to Scotland in 1997 and became deputy director of 
Comataidh Craolaidh Gàidhlig. MacPherson published his memoir in 2011, 
entitled Steall A Iomadh Lòn.

Robert ‘Bert’ Johnston McCann MA 1960: in Edinburgh, 12 September 2017, aged 
84. Born in Dundee on 15 October 1932, he was educated at Harris Academy, 
playing football for Dundee North End juniors before signing as an amateur 
with Dundee United. McCann went on to study Geography and Spanish at 
the University and later undertook teacher training. He took up a position at 
George Heriot’s, and played 61 games for the Spiders while there. He later 
moved to Motherwell for 300 games, and would go on to participate in the 
legendary 9-3 defeat of Scotland at Wembley in 1961. McCann joined Moray 
House and was a strong advocate of the use of technology in learning, and 
participated in the first ever conference call in 1966. He was a strong advocate 
for players’ welfare, especially when moving from playing to the rest of their 
lives. In retirement, he enjoyed golfing, skiing, snooker, and cricket. 

William Gordon McDougall OBE RA (Retd) BSc 1950: in Kent, 23 February 2017, 
aged 90. Born in Shetland on 13 June 1926, he was educated at Peebles High 
School before studying Physics at the University. McDougall served in the 
Royal Navy from 1944 to 1946, and later served with the Royal Artillery from 
1950 to 1974, achieving the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. He also worked for the 
DHSS from 1974 to 1986, for which he received an OBE. 

James McWhir BSc MSc PhD: in Loch Harport, Skye, 4 August 2017, aged 64. 
Born in Haddington, East Lothian, on 3 September 1952, he received his first 
degree and an MSc in quantitative genetics from the University of Guelph, 
Canada. McWhir studied for his PhD under Prof Robert Church of the 
University of Calgary and Prof Martin Evans of Cambridge. His research 
concerned the propagation of embryo-derived cell lines. He subsequently 
held two postdoctoral fellowships at the University, where he studying mouse 
embryonic stem cells. In 1994, he was appointed principal investigator at the 
Roslin Institute, where he was closely involved with the work that led to Dolly. 
McWhir’s greatest joys were sailing and music, and he often played with the 
Shetland Fiddlers.

James Herbert Robarts MBChB 1939: in Edinburgh, 17 May 2017, aged 100. Born 
in Haddington on 1 July 1916, he was educated at Knox Academy before 
attending Warriston Prep School in Moffat. He completed his schooling 
at the Edinburgh Academy before beginning his studies in medicine at the 
University in 1934. Robarts volunteered for the Royal Navy and, in 1940, was 
called up. He served as a surgeon lieutenant commander on HMS Ranpura, 
which saw action in the Battle of the Atlantic and participated in breaking the 
Enigma code. After the war, in 1946, he returned to general practice. Robarts 
spent several years as official ship’s doctor on the National Trust for Scotland’s 
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Gardens and Castles cruise. He retired in 1977, and moved to Barra where he 
was a locum doctor up and down the Outer Hebrides. Robarts cultivated a 
passion for wild orchids and, in 2005, published a guidebook entitled Orchids 
of Barra, which was revised in 2016. 

Henry Duncan ‘Harry’ Sheldon BL 1947: in Dundee, 21 September 2017, aged 
94. Born in Leith on 6 October 1922, he was educated at Edinburgh’s Royal 
High School before undertaking an apprenticeship with legal firm Shepherd 
& Wedderburn. At the outbreak of war, Sheldon joined the University’s air 
squadron and, in 1943, volunteered for the RAF. He trained as a navigator 
and survived over twenty combat missions, participating in Operations Queen 
and Thunderclap. After demobilisation, he graduated and completed his 
apprenticeship before securing a position as assistant solicitor with Dundee 
firm H & H J Carlton. Working his way to partner with what would eventually 
become Blackadders, he was also elected to the Council of the Law Society of 
Scotland. Sheldon served as dean of the Dundee Faculty of Procurators and 
Solicitors, and was made an honorary sheriff. He served as Invergowrie and 
Kingoodie community councillor in the 1970s, and was Invergowrie Church 
Kirk Session treasurer for many years. He retired in 1989. 

Douglas Sinclair CBE MA 1969: in St Andrews, 4 May 2017, aged 71. Born in 
Ellon, Aberdeenshire, on 28 January 1946, he was educated at Peterhead and 
Inverness Royal Academies before studying politics at the University. After 
graduation, Sinclair took up a post with Lothian’s social work department. 
From there, he went on to Barnardo’s as an administrative officer before, in 
1975, moving to the Western Isles Council in Stornoway as depute director of 
Administration. Promoted to director two years later, Sinclair remined in the 
Outer Hebrides for the next ten years. In 1985, he was appointed chief executive 
of Ross and Cromarty District Council. From 1990 to 1995, Sinclair was head 
of Central Regional Council in Stirling, and later became chief executive of 
COSLA. He then moved to Fife council, retiring from that position in 2006. 
Sinclair was then appointed chair of the Scottish Consumer Council, which 
later became Consumer Focus Scotland. He was also a member of the Accounts 
Commission, serving as its chairman from 2013.

Carey Bryan Singleton BA MS PhD 1974: 20 June 2017. Born 1920, Professor 
Emeritus of Economics and Geography, University of Maryland, and former 
International Agricultural Economist with the US Department of Agriculture 
Foreign Agriculture Service. Author of several books on agricultural economy 
in African countries, and of Reflections (2002), a volume of his own poetry. 
A long-standing member of the Graduates’ Association and an occasional 
contributor to the University of Edinburgh Journal, latterly of reviews of books 
that he wanted to bring to the attention of younger generations.

Norman Leslie Stokoe MBChB 1945 DipOpthalm FRCS FRACS FRCO: in 
Edinburgh, 28 August 2017, aged 94. Born in Edinburgh on 17 May 1923, he 
was educated at Watson’s College. After graduating from the University, he 
joined the Royal Army Medical Corps, rising to the rank of Captain in 1948. 
Stokoe took up a position as Registrar, then Senior Registrar, at the Edinburgh 
Royal Infirmary from 1948-1955. He then moved to a post as Senior Registrar in 
Ophthalmology at the Leeds General Infirmary, and then, in 1958, emigrated 
to Adelaide, Australia. Stokoe returned to Edinburgh in 1959, where he 



156   University of Edinburgh Journal 48: 2 (December 2017) 76

remained for the rest of his life, apart from brief secondments to hospitals in 
Paris, Barcelona, Amsterdam, and Baghdad. He held his post as Consultant 
Ophthalmic Surgeon in East Fife Hospitals and Edinburgh’s Royal Infirmary 
Eye Pavilion until retirement in 1987. Long associated with the Edinburgh 
Royal Blind School, he also served as president of Scottish Ophthalmological 
Society from 1984 to 1985, and held honorary lecture- and professorships at the 
Edinburgh and St Andrews Universities. 

Douglas Alan Templeton BA BD PhD: in Edinburgh, 22 August 2017, aged 
82. Born in Glasgow on 27 May 1935, he was educated at Fettes College, 
Edinburgh, where he also played rugby. Templeton studied classics at 
Cambridge, and as well as Greek and Latin, he was proficient in Hebrew, 
German, and French. He underwent National Service with the Black Watch 
before studying divinity at Glasgow University, where he would also earn 
his PhD in 1967. Templeton spent some time as assistant minister in the 
parish of Richmond Craigmillar, in south-east Edinburgh. He studied at the 
University of Tubingen and Gottingen University before taking up a position 
in the Faculty of Divinity at Edinburgh’s New College. Templeton published 
a widely influential book in 1999 entitled The New Testament as True Fiction: 
Literature, Literary Criticism, Aesthetics. 

Lance Leonard Joseph Vick BSc PhD: 17 May 2017, aged 79. Born in 1938 in Surrey, 
he won a scholarship to University College, London, where he studied physics. 
In 1964, Vick took up an appointment to lecture in mathematical physics at the 
University, where he remained until taking early retirement in 1997. When the 
Edinburgh Ringing Group was formed in the early 1970s, Vick was actively 
recruited, and was an active member from 1974 onwards. He conducted a 
number of studies, wrote several articles, and regularly contributed to national 
counts. Many of his personal notes are held in the SOCs archives. Vick held two 
Scottish ‘firsts’: a Spotted Sandpiper at Tyninghame in 1971, and a Forster’s 
Tern at Musselburgh in 1985. 

James Leslie Weatherhead CBE MA 1952 LLB 1954 HonDD 1993: 20 May 2017, 
aged 86. Born in Dundee on 29 March 1931, he was educated at Dundee 
High before studying at the University, where he served as senior president 
of the Students’ Representative Council. Weatherhead undertook National 
Service with the Royal Navy, seeing active service aboard HMS Eagle during 
the Suez Campaign of 1955-66. He then returned to Edinburgh to study 
divinity, and was elected president of the Students’ Union. Weatherhead 
became Assistant Minister at Ayr’s Auld Kirk in 1960 and, in 1962, was 
inducted into Trinity Church, Rothesay. Seven years later, he moved to 
Montrose Old Parish Church, where he remained until his appointment 
as Principal Clerk to the General Assembly in 1985. Alongside ministry, 
Weatherhead was involved with the central communities of the Church. He 
served as convenor of the Board of Practice and Procedure’s Legal Questions 
Committee. In 1993, he was appointed Moderator of the General Assembly, 
retiring in 1996. In 1991, Weatherhead was made Chaplain to the Queen, and 
received his CBE in 1997. 
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Appreciation
Mr James Gentles Dey & Mrs Joan Campbell Dey (née Kellas) met 
at the University of Edinburgh and were married on 12 July 1950.

James Gentles Dey MA 1950: in Edinburgh, 15 May 2017, aged 94. 
Born in Glasgow on 22 April 1923 and was educated at Hyndland 
Secondary School, before studying at the University and the 
Scottish Congregational College, Edinburgh. Dey served in the 
RAF from 1942 to 1946, and became pilot officer of a Lancaster 
bomber in the No. 100 Squadron. He was a prominent member 
of the Student Christian Movement, serving as chairman of the 
SCM’s Conference at Westminster in 1948. Dey moved to the 
USA for a year, studying at the Chicago Theological Seminary. 
Returning to the UK, he was ordained a minister in the Scottish 
Congregational Church in 1951, serving as minister of Woodside 
Congregational Church, Aberdeen, from 1951 to 1955, and East 
Kilbride Congregational Church from 1955 to 1962. From 1962 
to 1975, Dey worked in the Religious Broadcasting Department 
of the BBC, later moving to BBC Scotland to become Head of 
Religious Broadcasting from 1972 to 1973. He was promoted to 
Head of Religious Programmes, Television in London, where 
he worked until 1975. Dey left the BBC to become minister of 
Palmers Green United Reformed Church in London in 1975, 
before, in 1980, he returned to Edinburgh to take up the post of 
Director of the Church of Scotland’s Netherbow Arts Centre. He 
retired in 1989.

Joan Campbell Dey (née Kellas) MA 1950: in Edinburgh, 21 April 
2011, aged 81. Born in Aberdeen on 24 April 1929, she studied 
economic history and political economy at the University. She was 
an active participant in youth activities, and an important part of 
the Student Christian Movement. Dey went on to start a family, 
mothering six children, and teaching in Glasgow in London 
before becoming a Senior Tutor to students in Edinburgh. In 1983, 
she was appointed Head Teacher of the Primary and Secondary 
Departments of the school in the Out Skerries, Shetland. She 
left a permanent legacy in the form of both a genealogy of the 
Islanders and a book chronicling the history of the island and its 
people, Out Skerries: an Island Community (1991). Dey retired in 
1989, remaining active in local politics as secretary of the Scottish 
branch of the Helsinki Citizens Assembly. 

The University of Edinburgh Journal cannot be held 
responsible for information received by other sources as we 

only publish data received and to our knowledge correct. 
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Programme of Events
Spring 2018
Thursday 22nd February 
The AGM of the Association will be held at 12 noon in the Dining Room at Teviot 
Row House, Bristo Square, Edinburgh – please note the venue. The Agenda for 
this meeting is contained on page 89 of this issue of the Journal, along with the 2017 
Minutes. Please apply for a ticket if you would like to join us for a light sandwich 
lunch following the meeting. (£15.50)
Wednesday 7th March
The Annual Reception and Buffet Supper will be held in the Playfair Library Hall, 
Old College at 6.30 pm. Our after-dinner guest speaker will be Sir Godfrey (Geoff) 
Palmer, Professor Emeritus at Heriot-Watt University, who received a knighthood 
in 2014 for services to human rights, science and charity. He is a leading anti-racism 
campaigner, and was appointed Scotland’s first and only black professor in 2011. In 
retirement, he undertakes charitable work with ex-offenders. (£40) 
Tuesday 10th April 
Members’ Lunch to be held in the Playfair Library Hall, Old College, Edinburgh at 
12.15 pm. Our guest speaker will be Chris Fleet, Senior Map Curator at the National 
Library of Scotland, who will present an illustrated talk entitled “Bartholomew’s 
Maps: a Cartographic Window into Edinburgh’s Past”. The talk gives a special 
insight into the history of Edinburgh over the last two centuries, and will provide 
an overview of the extensive archives and maps of John Bartholomew & Son, whose 
maps were famous all over the world. (£23)
Thursday 10th May 
Outing to National Library of Scotland, George IV Bridge, for a behind-the-scenes 
tour, which usually lasts about 30-40 minutes, followed by an opportunity to look 
at a selection of Edinburgh maps, including interesting and rarely-seen views of 
Edinburgh. These will include items from the Bartholomew Archive and the focus 
will be on central Edinburgh. Meet at the Library at 2.00 pm. A maximum of 20 
tickets are available for this visit. (£10 to include a donation to the Library)
Friday 1st June 
Guided visit to the University’s McEwan Hall. Named after the founder of 
Edinburgh brewing firm William McEwan, this nineteenth-century former civic 
hall dominates Bristo Square. Meet at 2.00 pm for an opportunity to see the full 
splendour of the Hall’s main auditorium following a two-and-a-half-year major 
£33m refurbishment project. We will have a short video presentation on the history 
of the building and the refurbishment project. Our tour will last for about 1½ hours 
and tea/coffee and biscuits will be available at the end of our visit. (£6)
University of Edinburgh Graduates’ Association Calendar 2018
UEGA’s Calendar 2018, published in association with Graeme Ross of Beautiful 
Edinburgh Photography, and DS Design Studio Ltd. A 13-month calendar featuring 
high-quality images of some of Edinburgh’s most recognisable landmarks and 
curiosities. For more information, see page 38, or e-mail the Assistant Editor at 
gradassoc@ed.ac.uk. (£6, plus P+P)

Members are encouraged to bring guests to our events.
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Application for Tickets
Please complete this form in block capitals and return with your cheque, 
made payable to The University of Edinburgh Graduates’ Association to:

The Honorary Secretary
University of Edinburgh Graduates’ Association

18 Buccleuch Place, Edinburgh EH8 9LN

Alternatively, members can pay by online bank transfer:
Account Name: University of Edinburgh Graduates’ Association

Account No: 00278709; Sort Code: 83 51 00
Bank: RBS plc, 142-144 Princes Street, Edinburgh, EH2 4EQ

BIC RBOS GB 2L; IBAN GB24 RBOS8351 0000 2787 09

Please use your surname as the payment reference.

Tickets will be sent by e-mail wherever possible, otherwise please enclose 
a stamped addressed envelope. Members are reminded that they must 
apply for tickets no later than one week before the date of any event. Full 
details of events can be found at www.uega.co.uk/events.html

Spring 2018 Events:
Graduates’ Association AGM (Thursday 22nd February at 12.00 noon)  

tickets @ £15.50      £                    
Annual Reception and Buffet Supper (Wednesday 7th March at 6.30 pm)

tickets @ £40.00      £
Members’ Lunch (Tuesday 10th April at 12.15 pm)

tickets @ £23.00      £
Tour of the National Library of Scotland (Thursday 10th May at 2.00 pm)

tickets @ £10.00      £
Guided Visit of the McEwan Hall (Friday 1st June at 2.00 pm)

tickets @ £6.00       £ 
UEGA Calendar 2018 (Please include postage & packaging: for domestic £1.50, 

or for overseas £4.50)
copies  @ £6.00       £

Total Amount Enclosed : £ 

Name(s):

Address:       

      Postcode:

E-mail:
79

www.euga.co.uk/events.html
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Donation/Change of Address/News Form
Donations are extremely welcome and we are most grateful for them. It is 
hoped that Life Members, who joined at previous rates, will decide to make 
a donation to bring their original Life Membership subscription up to the 
current level. Names of members responding to this appeal will be published 
in the Journal subject to any alternative instructions. Amounts contributed will 
not be specified. Donations exceeding £15 will be acknowledged in writing. 
If you require a receipt please enclose a stamped addressed envelope.

Readers are also encouraged to send information about themselves and/
or other graduates for inclusion in the ‘News’ section of the Journal. 

Please complete the form using block capitals and return to: 
The Hon. Secretary, UEGA, 18 Buccleuch Place, Edinburgh EH8 9LN

Name(s): 

Name(s) at Graduation (if different):

Degrees and Dates of Graduation: 

E-mail:

Current Occupation:

Previous Address: 

     Postcode:

New Address: 

     Postcode:

Amount of Donation: £

News Item:

Signed:                                

Date:
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